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Lesson 9: Going Shopping II

Dialogue 1

	Yale Romanization
	English Translation

	Daniel: wei6, mat1 gam3 ngaam1 ge2? nei5 yat1go3yan1 hai2dou6 jou6 mat1ye5 a3? dak1haan4 dou3 lei4 yam2 ga3fe1 a4?
	Daniel: Hey, what a coincidence! What are you doing here by yourself?  You have so much free time that you come to have coffee?

	Louis: gang2hai6 m4 hai6 la1. ngo5 neui5pang4yau5 wa6 gam1yat6 yat1ding6 yiu3 lei4 maai5ye5. so2yi5 ngo5 jau6 lei4 pui4-jyu6 keui5 lo1. ngo5 yi4ga1 mun6 dou3 au2 a3!
	Louis: Of course not.  My girlfriend said she has to come here to shop today. So I came here to keep her company. I’m bored stiff!

	Daniel: gam2 keui5 hai2 bin1 a3?
	Daniel: So, where is she?

	Louis: m4 ji1 a3…keui5 yap6-jo2 gaan1 pou3tau2 maai5 ye5, seng4 go3 jung1 dou1 jung6 mei6 cheut1 faan1 lei4.
	Louis: Don’t know.  She went into a store to buy stuff, (it’s been) an entire hour and hasn’t come back out yet.

	Daniel: keui5 maai5 mat1ye5 gam3 jung6yiu3 a3?  
	Daniel: What’s she buying that’s so important?

	Louis: keui5 maai5 fa3jong1ban2 lo1. jau6syun3 hou2 gwai3, keui5 dou1 wui5 maai5, yan1wai6 keui5 hou2 jung1yi3 baan6 leng3. ngo5 di1 chin2 jau6faai3 bei2 keui5 sai2 saai3 la3! 
	Louis: She’s buying cosmetics, Even if it’s very expensive, she still would buy it, because she likes to make herself look pretty. My money is about to be used up by her.

	Daniel: nei5 jou6me1 m4 giu3 keui5 haan1 di1 a3?
	Daniel: Why don’t you tell her to save more?

	Louis: ngo5 gam1jiu1 tung4 keui5 gong2-gwo3 la3, daan6hai6 jeui3hau6 bei2 keui5 naau6 dou3 mou5 seng1 cheut1! keui5 wa6 yu4gwo2 ngo5 jan1hai6 jung1yi3 keui5, ngo5 jau6 wui5 bei2 keui5 lei4 maai5 ye5. dim2syun3 a3?
	Louis: This morning, I tried talking to her, but in the end, I was yelled at to the point where I couldn’t speak. She said, if I really liked her, then I would let her come and by stuff. What should I do?

	Daniel: gam2 a4…nei5 sat6 bei2 keui5 waan2 sei2 a3! m4sai2 lam2 la3, jik1haak1 fei1-jo2 keui5 la1! 
	Daniel: Well…you will definitely get played by her. You don’t need to think about it, dump her immediately!

	Louis: ngo5 lam2-ha5 sin1 la1. ngo5 heui3 tai2-ha5 keui5 jau2 dak1 mei6.
	Louis: I’ll think about it. I’ll go see if she can leave yet. 


Vocabulary

	Yale Romanization
	Part of Speech
	English Meaning

	yat1go3yan1
	Adj
	by yourself

	ga3fe1
	N
	coffee

	neui5pang4yau5
	N
	girlfriend

	pui4
	V
	to accompany

	pou3tau2
	N
	store

	seng4
	Adj
	the entire, the whole 

	jung6yiu3
	Adj
	important

	fa3jong1ban2
	N
	cosmetics

	baan6 leng3
	V
	to make oneself look pretty

	sai2 chin2
	VO
	to spend money

	haan1
	V/Adj
	to save/frugal

	saai1
	V/Adj
	to waste/wasteful

	laau6/naau6
	V
	to yell at

	…mou5 seng1 cheut1
	Expression
	nothing to say, no comebacks (in argument)

	sat6 (= yat1ding6)
	Adv
	definitely, certainly

	waan2 sei2
	V
	lit. to play (someone) till they’re dead

	jik1haak1
	Adv
	immediately

	fei1
	V
	to fly (here: to dump)

	jau2
	V
	to run; to leave


Dialogue 2

	Yale Romanization
	English Translation

	Sales: siu2je2, ngo5 yau5 mat1ye5 ho2yi5 bong1 dou2 nei5 a3? 
	Sales: Miss, how can I help you?

	Kay: ngo5 ngaam1ngaam1 hai2 nei5dei6 Jung1Waan4 go2 gaan1 fan1dim3 gwo3 lei4. keui5dei6 wa6 nei5dei6 jung6 yau5 yat1 gin6 laam4sik1 jung1ma5 ge3 laang1saam1.
	Kay: I just came from your Central store. They said you still have one blue medium sweater left.

	Sales: hai6… ngo5dei6 jung6 yau5 yat1 gin6. ngo5 yi4ga1 heui3 lo2 lei4 bei2 nei5 la1, ma4faan4 nei5 dang2 yat1jan6.
	Sales: Yes, We still have one. I will go get it for you now. Please wait a moment.

	(Sales brings T-Shirt to Kay)
	

	Sales: siu2je2, nei5 seung2-m4-seung2 si3 ha2 sin1 a3?
	Sales: Miss, do you want to try it on first?

	Kay: hou2 a3.
	Kay: Ok.

	(Kay tries on the shirt and comes back to the counter)
	

	Sales: ngo5dei6 gam1yat6 yau5 go3 dak6bit6 ge3 yau1wai6, yu4gwo2 nei5 maai5 mun5 saam1baak3 man1 ($300) jau6 yau6 gin6 T-seut1 sung3. nei5 seung5-m4-seung4 gaan2 do1 yat1 gin6 saam1 a3?
	Sales: We have a special offer today. If you spend $300 dollars here, you get a T-shirt for free. Do you wish to choose another shirt?

	Kay: hou2 a3, nei5 bei2 maai4 gin6 hak1sik1 jung1ma5 ngo5 la1.
	Kay: Ok, give me the black medium (sweater) too.

	Sales: gam2…gin6 T-seut1, nei5 seung2yiu3 hung4sik1 ding6hai6 ji2sik1 a3?
	Sales: So…the t-shirt, would you like red or purple one?

	Kay: cheui4jo2 ni1 leung5 go3 ngaan4sik1 ji1ngoi6, jung6yau5 mat1ye5 ngaan4sik1 a3? 
	Kay: Other than these two colors, what colors do you have?

	Sales: m4hou2yi3si3, ngo5dei6 jing6hai6 dak1 faan1 hung4sik1 tung4 ji2sik1.
	Sales: Sorry, we only have red and purple left.

	Kay: gam2…bei2 gin6 ji2sik1 ngo5 la1.
	Kay: Well then, give me a purple one please.

	Sales: hou2, ngo5 jeung1 gin6 T-seut1 fong3 maai4 yap6 heui3 la1.
	Sales: Ok, I’ll also put the t-shirt inside (the bag).

	Kay: cheng2man6, nei5dei6 sau1-m4-sau1 Mei5Gam1 a3?
	Kay: Excuse me. Do you take U.S. Dollars?

	Sales: m4hou2yi3si3, ngo5dei5 jing6hai6 sau1 Gong2Ji2 tung4maai4 Yan4Man4Bai6… nei5 yau5 mou5 ngo5dei6 ge3 wui2yun4kaat1 a3?
	Sales: Sorry, we only take HK dollars and Renmenbi (Chinese currency). Miss, do you have our membership card?

	Kay: mou5 a3.
	Kay: Nope.

	Sales: siu2je2, do1je6 nei5 saam1baak3 yi6sap6 man1 la1. 
	Sales: Miss, that will be 320 dollars.

	(Kay gives the Sales $500)
	

	Sales: sau1 nei5 ng5baak3…jaau2 faan1 yat1baak3baat3sap6 man1 ($180), do1je6 saai3. dak1haan4 joi6 lei4 tai-gwo3 la1!
	Sales: Out of $500, your change is 180 dollars. Thank you very much! Please come again (and take a look)!

	Kay: m4goi1!
	Kay: Thanks!


Vocabulary

	Yale Romanization
	Part of Speech
	English Meaning

	Jung1Waan4
	Proper N
	Central (district in HK)

	lo2
	V
	to get; to take and bring

	gwai6min2
	N
	counter

	dak6bit6
	Adj
	special

	yau1wai6
	N
	(special) offer

	maai5 mun5 $#
	V
	to spend a total of $#

	sung3
	V
	to give (as a gift)

	gaan2
	N
	to choose

	ding6hai6
	Conj
	or

	jing6hai6
	Adv
	only

	dak1 faan1
	V
	to have left; remain

	fong3
	V
	to place; to put

	sau1
	V
	to receive; to take in

	wui2yun4kaat1
	N
	membership card

	jaau2
	V
	to give (change)



Grammar

1) Use of V-jo2 in commands

In past lessons jo2 is said to indicated a completed action. However, it can also be used in certain verbs in commands, even if there is no indication of completed action. For example:

dew6-jo2 bun2 syu1 la1!



chaat3-jo2 ni1 go3 ji6 la! 
‘Throw the book away’



‘Erase this letter/word’

sik6-jo2 keui5 la1, ngo5dei6 go3go3 dou1 baau2 la3!
‘Eat it, all of us are full.

dam2-jo2 keui5 la1, waai6-jo2 la3!
‘Dump it, it’s broken/out of order.’
(In these commands, the use of keui5 to mean ‘it’, in addition to ‘he/she’, is allowed.)

Other common verbs which will take -jo2 in command form include, fei1 ‘to dump (a person)’, maat3 ‘to wipe’, saat3 ‘to kill’, maai6 ‘to sell’, yam2 ‘to drink’, sik1 ‘to turn off’, saan1 ‘to close’, mit1 ‘to tear’. The list includes many others. As for why these verbs can take jo2, while others can’t is a difficult topic. In short, linguists have basically said these verbs usually involve disposal of an object.

Use of jo2 with these verbs is not always limited to command forms, for example:

ngo5 yiu3 maai6-jo2 gaan1 uk6 (heui3)





‘I have to sell my house’  





2) Passive sentences with bei2

In Cantonese, passive sentences are formed using the following pattern:

A + bei2 + B + Verb

(A was V-ed by B)

in which  A is the receiver/experiencer of the action, and B is the Agent, who initiates the action. The big difference with English passives is that Cantonese passives are typically only restricted to contexts where the verb has a negative impact on A. There are some instances in which the verb is neutral, but the majority are on the negative side, for example:

go3 sai3lou6 bei2 keui5 di1 tung4hok6 siu3.
‘The kid was laughed at by his classmates’

keui5 bei2 keui5 ba4ba1 laau6-jo2 yat1 chaan1 
(yat1 chaan1 ‘one meal’ quantifies verbs such as da2 ‘hit’ and laau6 ‘to yell’)
He was yelled at by his father. 

keui5 go3 ngan4baau1 bei2 go3 chaak6jai2 tau2-jo2. (tau2: to steal)
‘His wallet was stolen by the theif’

go3 chaak6jai2 bei2 ging2chaat3 laai1-jo2 (chaak6jai2: thief; laai1: to arrest, catch)
‘The thief was arrested by the police.’

With the Cantonese passive, an agent is always required. If it is unknown, then yan4 ‘person’ can be used if the agent is human or ye5 ‘thing’ if the agent is non-human. 

ngo5 ga3 che1 bei2 yan4 tau1-jo2.
‘My car was stolen (by somebody)’

ngo5 ga3 che1 di1 cheung1 bei2 ye5 da2 laan6. (laan6: broken)
‘My car windows were broken (by something)’
3) bei2

‘to allow, to let’

The word bei2 can also mean ‘to allow’ or ‘to let’, with the following pattern:

A + bei2 + B + Verb + Object

Note that this pattern resembles the passive, and if there is no object following the verb, then it is completely identical to the passive. In those cases, it is important to pay attention to the verb, although there is usually no confusion. Also, this bei2 can be negated with m4; therefore, m4 bei2 means ‘to not allow’ 

For example, take da2 din6wa2 ‘making a phone call’. If a daughter complained to her mom about not letter her use the phone:

nei5 dim2gaai2 bei2 a3go1 da2, m4bei2 ngo5 da2 a3?
‘Why are you allowing brother to call, and not letting me call’

You would have to realize that (a) it wouldn’t make sense if the da2 meant to ‘hit a person’, (b) the second bei2 is negated, and (c) usually you would have to include an object, unless it is known from context.

Here are more examples of the bei2:

ngo5 pang4yau5 m4 bei2 ngo5 heui3 keui5 uk1kei2 siu1 ye5sik6.
‘My friend wouldn’t let me go to his house and have a barbecue’

go3 sin1saang1 wa6 “bei2 ngo5 gong2 yun5 sin1 jau2!”
‘The teacher said:  “Let me finish before (you) leave!”

yan1wai6 keui5 m4 bei2 keui5 neui5pang4yau5 maai5 fa3jong1ban2, so2yi5 keui5 neui5pang4yau5 m4 bei2 keui5 maai5 bou3 seung2gei1 (seung2gei1: camera)
‘Since he didn’t let his girlfriend buy cosmetics, his girlfriend didn’t let him buy a camera.’

4) ho2yi5 V and V dak1 



a) ho2yi5 V
One way to ask or give permission is using ho2yi5, as seen in the following examples:

ngo5dei6 ho2-m4-ho2yi5 seung5tong4 ge3 si4hau6 sik6 ye5 a3?
‘Can we eat in class?’

fan6 gung1fo3, ho2-m4-ho2yi5 chi4 di1 gaau1 a3?
‘Can I turn in the homework later?’

nei5dei6 haau2 yun4 si5 jau6 ho2yi5 jau2 la3.
‘When you finish the exam, you may leave’

nei5 ting1yat6 jau6 ho2yi5 lei4 hoi1gung1 la3.
‘You can come start work tomorrow.’

Sometimes, ho2yi5 may also indicate a possibility, for example:

nei5 ho2-m4-ho2yi5 peng4 di1 maai6 bei2 ngo5 a3?
‘Would it be possible for you/Can you sell it to me cheaper?’

ngo5 ho2yi5 bong1 nei5 man6-ha5 ngo5 go3 pang4yau4.
‘I can/could help you ask my friend’

ngo5 ting1yat6 aan3jau3 ho2yi5 tung4 nei5 wan1 Econ.  (wan1 + Obj: to review/study)
‘I can study Econ with you tomorrow afternoon’

lok6 yun4 yu5 la3, ngo5dei6 ho2yi5 cheut1 heui3 waan2
‘The rain has stopped, we can go outside and play’

b) V dak1 


Another way to ask/give permission and potential is use the V dak1. For example:

nei5 jau2 dak1 ge3 la3


sik6 dak1 faan6 mei6 a3?
‘You can leave’



‘Can we eat yet?’

ni1 jeun1 hei3seui5, yam2-m4-yam2 dak1 a3?
/  
…yam2-m4-yam2 dak1 ga3?
‘Can I drink this soda’ 




‘Is this soda drinkable’

dak1 can also mean ‘okay’, ‘alright’, or ‘it’ll do’

haang4 dak1 mei6?
’Ready to head out yet?’

nei5 fan6 gung1fo3 dak1-m4-dak1 a3?
‘Did the homework go alright?

maai5 gin6 chip1 ye5 bei2 keui5 jau6 dak1 ge3 la1
‘Buy him something cheap and it’ll do’

gang2 hai2 m4 dak1 la1!
‘Of course it won’t be ok!’

5) Potential Complement: V dak1 Comp / V m4 Comp

The potential complement has come up in previous lessons in the negative form V m4 dou2 ‘cannot/could not’. It is often used in the negative or in questions in which ability is in question. For example:

ni1 fan6 gung3go3 chiu1 naan4jou6 a3, ngo5 yat1ding6 jou6 m4 saai3.
‘This homework is really hard to do, I certainly won’t be able to finish it all’

ha2! keui5 gam3 naan4 dou3 jou6 dak1 saai3 a4?
‘What? So difficult yet he was able to finish it all?’

kam4maan5 ngo5 roommate chou4 dou3 ngo5 fan3 m4 jeuk6.
‘Yesterday, my roommate was so noisy that I couldn’t fall asleep’

nei5 teng1 yat1jan6 yam1ngok6 jau3 fan1 dak1 jeuk6 ge3 la3!
‘(If) you listen to music for a short while, you’ll then be able to fall asleep’

ngo5 teng1 m4 ming4 keui5 ngaam1ngaam1 gong2 go2 di1 ye5.
‘I couldn’t understand the stuff he was just talking about’

m4hai6 wo3, ngo5 teng1 dak1 ming4 wo3!
‘Nope, I could understand’

nei5 gon2-m4-gon2 dak1 chit3 a3?  (gon2 dak1 chit3: to be able to make it in time)
‘Will you be able to make it in time?’

ngo5 jau2 dak1 gam3 maan6, sat6 gon2 m4 chit3 a3!
‘I run so slow, I’ll definitely won’t make it on time’

6) Directional Complement: V faan1 

You’ve encountered the complement faan1 when used with verbs of motion plus some sort of directional word, such as walk and run, where adding faan1 means ‘to return; to go/come back’, for example:

haang4 faan1 gwo3 lei4



jau2 faan1 heui3 uk1kei2
‘come(walk) back here’



‘run back home’

However, faan1 can be added to words other than motion verbs, in which it still carries the directional meaning of ‘back; in return’.

bei2 faan1 ngo5 la1!


waan4 faan1 bun2 syu1 bei2 keui5
‘give it back to me!’


‘return the book to him’

ngo5 man6 faan1 keui5 jyun3tau4

seng4yat6 dou1 gong2  faan1 yi5chin4 di1 ye5
‘I asked him in return’


‘always talk about things of the past’

ngo5 kam4yat6 beng6-jo2, daan6hai6 ngo5 gam1yat6 hou2 faan1 saai3 la3 
‘I was sick yesterday, but I’m all better today’
 
7) Extent Complement: V/Adj dou3 + [extent] 
(to the extent of, to the point of) 

The extent complement is a word, phrase, or clause added to verb or adjective to show the extent of that verb or adjective. 

Examples: 
ngo5 haau2 yun4 si5 ji1hau6 gui6 dou3 wan4 dai1.
‘After the exam, I was so tired that I (nearly) fainted’

ni1 tou3 hei3 jan1hai6 mun6 dou3 au2. (mun6: boring; au2: to vomit)
‘This movie was boring as hell’ (lit. The movie was so boring that I nearly vomited.)

ni1 tiu4 ngau4jai2fu3 gwai3 dou3 bat1dak1liu5 (adj + dou3 bat1dak1liu5:  ‘extremely’)
‘These pair are extremely expensive’ 

keui5 gik1 dou3 ngo5 m4 cheut1 dak1 seng1. (gik1: to piss someone. off, anger, annoy)
‘He pissed me off to the point where I had nothing to say’

di1 yam3ngok6 chou4 dou3 ngo3 fan3 m4 jeuk6. (chou4: to disturb, to be noisy)
‘The music was so noisy that I couldn’t go to sleep’

keui5 lam2 go3 daap3on3 lam2 dou3 tau4 tung3
(daap3on3: answer; tung3: hurt)
‘I thought about the answer until my head hurt’

keui5 go3 pang4yau5 laan5 dou3 baau3 (adj + dou3 baau3: extremely; baau3:  to explode)
‘His friend is extremely lazy’

keui5 waan2 dou3 m4 gei3dak1 jou6 gung1fo3.
‘He played to the point where he forgot to do his homework’

8) Pattern: cheui4jo2…ji1ngoi6 

‘Other than/aside from…, 

Examples:
cheui4jo2 Candy ji1ngoi6, jung6 yau3 bin1go3 tung4 ngo5 heui3 cheung3 K a3?
‘Other than Candy, who else is going to sing karaoke with me?’

nei5 syu2ga3 cheui4jo2 heui3 Faat3Gwok3 ji1ngoi6, jung6 wui5 heui3 bin1dou6 a3?
‘In the summer, other than going to France, where else will you go?’

cheui4jo2 da2gei1 ji1ngoi6, keui5 mat1ye5 dou1 m4 jou6.
‘Aside from for playing games, he doesn’t do anything.’

cheui4jo2 hung4sik1 ji1ngoi6, so2yau5 ngaan4sik1 dou1 yau5 discount.
‘Aside from red, all colors are discounted’

ni1 go3 bei3mat6, cheui4jo2 nei5 ji1ngoi6, mou5 yan4 ji1dou6 ga3!
‘Aside from you, no one knows this secret!’

Lesson 9: Activity

Part I: Mini-Skit
Create short dialogues for the situations below in groups of 2-3.. Please use 3 different grammar points
1) You are figuring out what to buy for your friend
2) You are paying for items at the store.

Part II: Translation

1) Aside from sleeping and eating, he doesn’t do anything.


2) Other than pirated goods, what else does that store sell?


3) Throw away the bottle immediately!


4) He won’t let me speak with you.


5) This homework is so long, how can I finish it all?

6) If you don’t walk faster, we won’t make it on time. 

7) I want to give him a shirt (as a present) in return. 

Part III: Answer the questions below with the grammar pattern. 
1) nei5 dak1haan4 jung1yi3 jou6 di1 mat1ye5 a3? (cheui4jo2…ji1ngoi6)

2) nei5 dim2gaai2 m4hoi1sam1 a3? (bei2)

3) laai1si1wai4ga1si1 (Las Vegas) hou2-m4-hou2 waan2 a3? (V/Adv dou3 [extent])

4) ngo5 m4 yiu3 ni1 hap6 CD la3。(V-jo2)

Part IV: Fill in the blanks with the correct answer.
1) nei5 seung2 heui3 sik6 sai1caan1_____ jung1chaan1 a3?
(ding6hai6; waak6je2)

2) ngo5 syu1ga3 seung2 duk6 hon4man2_____yat6man2.
(ding6hai6; waak6je2)

3) ni1 tou3 hei3 mun6_____bat1dak1liu5.


(dak1; dou3)

4) nei5 yam2-m4-yam2_____saai3 a3?



(dak1; dou3)

5) keui5 beng6_____yiu3 heui3 tai2 yi1sang1.


(dak1; dou3)

6) ngo5 teng1_____dou2 keui5 gong2 mat1ye5.

(mou5; m4)

7) nei5 jau2 dak1_____a3?




(mou5; mei6)

8) siu1maai2_____ha1gaau2 gam2 hou2 sik6.


(mou5; m4)
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