MONTANA:

MT1 near guaranteed moose sighting at Kootenai Lake

MT3 the goofy doubling back that the red line shows between Josephine and Swiftcurrent Lakes doesn’t exist, you just drop straight down between the lakes.

MT20 nobo, when you get down near the Dearborn, take a sharp left. Only trail 206 (what you’re already on) is labeled.

Note 2: I was told by Lincoln FS rangers that the red route was now improved to become the official route.  There were no markings, but the route was well built and totally easy to follow.  If for some odd reason you are forced to take the purple route, the left turn onto the Lander Fork Trail will be impossible to find for sobos.  Also the straight portion of the trail to the east of peak 7202 doesn’t exist anymore, you have to take the circuitous western route.

MT21: the route is not a bushwhack south of Green Mountain.  Sobo, go SW along the ridge for a couple hundred yards (yes, the way the Wolf guides say NOT to go) following cairns.  After only a hundred or two yards, you take a sharp left with the cairns, and there’s reasonably good trail all the way down.  Nobo, look to your left in a burnt area (there’s one burnt marker on a burnt tree) where the trail stops going straight up the hill and heads to the left.

MT25: Note 1: Don’t bother with the fenced off part of Dana Spring, just go to the cow trough.  It was great nobo, but wasn’t so hot sobo; just a dribble.

Note 2: This was bone dry both directions.

MT26: Note 7: How many miles is it if you take this route?

MT27: The trail doesn’t hit the vista south of MacDonald Pass anymore, and stays a little further east.

MT28: Note 1: There is not a single posted notice on this alternate, so I say go ahead.  Nobo, take the faint fork to the left across from the nice new cabin driveway.

MT29: There’s a description for a Note 2, but there is no 2 on the map.  Nor do I think there should be.  Nobo I did the red route, Sobo I did purple.  Red is neat because the lodgepoles are ridiculously close together, purple has pretty good views near the top of Thunderbolt, but Cottonwood lake is choked with plants.

MT30: Note 1 seems outdated—the trail is very obvious around Leadville.  Nobo to the left, Sobo to the right, there’s a little loop to another cabin, but it’s really short and an obvious dead end.

MT31: The short purple alternate at the north of the map totally does not exist.  

Anaconda Cutoff: The strong kink in the middle of the map about 1 mi. west of champion pass, which is at the fence that is clearly marked as private property, is where I came up from the Anaconda cutoff nobo.  I suppose it doesn’t really matter, but if you go down here to Warm Springs (via Orofino Mountain and Sand Hollow), you’ll do a lot fewer miles of trespassing, and further from possibly angry people, because pretty soon you’ll be on public access roads, whereas the currently mapped route down Perkins Gulch (MT31b) is definitely on private property, plus there’s no cross-country if you do it right.

MT44: The route from Rainbow Lake north to West Fork Fishtrap Creek really annoyed me. Has anybody just bushwhacked east straight down the hill?

MT47: Note 3—the trail is totally done now.

MT55: There are a couple more roads near Lemhi Pass than shown on the map—don’t take any going down.

MT62: Please show the mileage for the highly recommended alternate.

MT66: Note 4 and Note 5—These numbers are NOT mileposts on the higway, they’re the mileages from the CDTS guides.

MT70:  just west of Note 2: the trailhead takes off immediately at the tip of the horseshoe/hairpin bend, not really as shown on map.

WY3: the purple route does not come into the red route on the 4.8 measured stretch, but on the shore of Shoshone lake, right near the outlet stream, and there is a four-way intersection on the 4.8 stretch.  Nobo, to the right is the 8S1 campsite, straight is the trail around the north side of the lake, left is the trail you want, and back is obviously where you came from.

WY4: Both 8J1 and 8J2 are on the south side of the trail, and I don’t think 8J6 exists anymore.

WY9: Note 3—this little connector absolutely DOES exist.  I took it! On the highway, it’s labeled as FS 521 (although both the stop sign and the fiberglass thing are knocked down) there is also a “grizzly country” warning sign.  On the east side, it’s labeled as 521.2A and East Pinnacle Rd.  Both these roads dead-end at Brooks Lake Creek, which is a relatively easy crossing.  On the west side, you have to walk right between two houses to get to the creek, but there wasn’t a single posted notice, so feel free.   

WY10: Note 7—This is definitely the official route, for whatever that’s worth.  My suggestion, if you need to get into Dubois, is to take this all the way down to the highway, and walk along that to/from Brooks Lake, because the hitch can really suck, so you can at least be making progress while you’re trying to get a ride.  The area isn’t really spectacular, so you’re not missing much by doing the roadwalk.

Has anyone ever done the route along note 5?

WY11: I think the best route is a mixture of red and purple.  Sobo, take the official route, which is a mixture of jeep and snowmobile trails, with occasional CDT markers.  Somewhere along the route, the official CDT veers off to the right (I didn’t notice where), and the jeep trail drops you down to Leeds Creek, exactly where the red route comes in from the other side.  Nobo, ignore the official CDT marker at Note 1 (43.49685N, 109.95375W) and stay on the Lake of the Woods Trail (which looks like it’s way more scenic than the purple route).  Then when you get to Leeds Creek, follow the totally obvious jeep/snowmobile route that’s just across the creek, and you’ll soon be on the official route.

WY12: The springs that are an inch to the east of Note 1 is in a small wooden box.  Sobo, there’s a bad road to the left, the spring is on the left.

WY12a: Francis and I hiked this route sobo, and Atlas did it nobo, so we know it’s possible, and not just an idea.  I personally don’t like the idea of making it a discontinuous journey by going straight into Dubois, and the route from Union Pass is totally possible and the route I took.  Also, there is an official trail all the way from the highway up Jakey’s Fork, then on the east of Simpson Lake to the pass between Three Waters Mountain and Shale Mountain.

WY12b: Again, there’s a trail all the way from the highway up Jakey’s Fork.

WY12c: Thanks to global warming, there’s no glacier crossing just north of Northwest Peak, it’s just boulders.

WY12d: This map is mistakenly labeled as “MT12d” is the upper left corner.

WY13: The trail from Roaring Fork to Gunsight Pass contains a lot of unnecessary ups and downs and is in pretty crappy shape.

WY15: Is there really trail the whole way from Peak Lake over Knapsack Col?  Sobo, if you lose the trail and go straight up, the trail is probably to your left.  I disagree about going up/down the glacier.  The worst place to be is just off the open glacier—the rocks are all covered in ice and mud and are very unstable.  You can either stay way off the glacier further into the rocks, or just walk on the glacier.  As long as you’re careful of the stream, I think the latter is best.  Also, there’s good trail for a good inch or two further north of the Titcomb Lakes than indicated on the map.

WY16: Is it really possible to go up to Timico Lake and then reconnect on WY17?  If so, please include a little bit more of the maps to show this complete route.  I think it might be neater because it’s closer to the divide and maybe higher.

WY17: The southernmost of the Pipestone Lakes is perhaps the best swimming lake on the trail: rapid drop-off, big boulders on the bank for sunning, etc.

WY18: It’d be nice if there were a quick comparison of the total mileage of the red and purple routes here, and perhaps somebody’ll want to jump from one to the other via the trail right next to the “3.7.” 

WY19: It’s possible to go from Fish Creek Park past Fish Lake, over the pass, past Blue Lake, and down to Big Sandy Lake.

WY20: Especially sobo, from the pass above Deep Lake, don’t bother dropping down to Temple Lake, just contour.  There’s decent trail there that avoids the up and down.  You have to cross one tiny and one big scree slope, but there are decent cairns.

Note 2: Sobo it would be very difficult to find the trail from here up to Rapid Lake. The “trail” from Clear Lake to Deep Lake is pretty much non-existent.  Just go up the rock slabs just to the right of the creek. Nobo, it’s actually very hard to find the trail over the pass to Deep Lake—your direction might determine your route.

WY21: Be prepared for a couple jungle-gym sections of blowdowns across the trail just north of the wilderness boundary.  It’d be easy for anybody with a cross-cut to take care of this, but it might make horse travel impossible.  

WY23: I don’t agree with the red-line mapping in the Deep Gulch area.  The map needs to show a little bit further north, because the trail does not bend south down Deep Gulch, nor is it much of a bushwhack until just west of the road.  The trail crosses the road maybe a quarter-mile south of a big three-way junction to South Pass City, Atlantic City, and the Sweetwater.  GPS: 42.48522N, 108.73296W

There’s a windmill clearly on public land along the roadwalk (just south of the road near the “7612” in square 33), but don’t bother heading out to it, there’s no way to access its water.

Note 1 doesn’t seem to make sense.  The red line goes diagonally, but the text describes staying on the north and east sides of the box.  The DeLorme indicates this section is state property, so maybe you can go ahead and walk on it, but at the south end where you connect back with the main road just north of the bridge, the signs sure make it look private.

WY24: Upper Mormon Spring—Check by the light grey rocks not far from the trail. (That extra little description might help you locate it faster.)

WY25: Note 2—The water here really wasn’t that bad.  Nobo it had slime on top, but when you pushed that away it was cold and clear. Didn’t check it out sobo.

WY26: Note 1—Water here was fenced off (albeit poorly) nobo, and drinkable, but sobo it was much lower and much browner, with cows right in it.

WY28: To make life easier for nobos—the water in Brunton and Weasel Spring enclosures is closest to the stiles/walk-thru’s in their fence, which both happen to be at the very northern end of the enclosures.  If you enter the areas before you find the totally obvious easy way in, you’ll waste a lot of time looking around for the actual water.

WY29: The official route actually goes on the route parallel to the pipeline road (merging near the “11.4” on one end and where the Ferris route shoots off on the other).  Its road is sandier and there’s absolutely no reason to do it.

WY28b: Note 1—neither of these solar wells were working in either direction in ’07.  Where the road shoots off to the southern #1, there was a small wooden stake in the ground with Stewart Spring On/Off stuck in the ground.

WY28c: According to Francis and the CDTA, Note 1 is now the official route.  It could be sort of confusing.  From the gate near Bull Spring, you want to follow the road down the left side of the gully for a ways, cross the gully where the road bends too far to the left, and pick up a not-so-great road on the other side.  You’ll go through a couple gates with some rusty wire and junk near them and do several ups and downs before you’re really confident you’re going in the right direction.

WY34: According to Francis and the CDTA, much of the roadwalk along HWY 287 has been eliminated—all but the first ~2 miles south of Mineral X road.  It’s totally not marked as the CDT, and is mostly still marked as private, so take your chances, but you can just follow jeep roads along the snow fence and you should be fine.  There’s good camping in the grove of trees near Ninemile Hill, and from the center of the compass rose on in to town you can walk on the abandoned old highway, which parallels the new one.  But ostensibly the official route is even further from the road—nobo you’d leave the highway not far from town—the first road that’s not obviously going to a quarry, it also has a speed limit sign.

WY36: The BLM also got rid of the roadwalking south of Rawlins too.  It leaves the road after 2.2 miles and goes up Coal Mine Draw, as described in Wolf’s older guidebook, and not the supplement.

WY37a: What would the mileage be if you left Sage Creek road at Miller Hill Road and met up with the official route that way?

WY37b: the road at the bottom of the map to the left is 503-McCarty Canyon, and the road to the right is 3422-Hydrology Road.  Note 1—beware, if you’re headed this way, it’s paved from here all the way to Rawlins, a good 20 miles north.  

WY40: Note 3—This shortcut takes 37 miles to get to Rawlins.  The northern 20+ of them are paved.  The road is plenty deserted enough to make camping easy most of the way in. I think it’s about 51 via the red route. Note 4—hello a road heads east from here 24 mi to Saratoga. It’s 34 from here to Rawlins.

Once you hit the Medicine Bow, things are very confusing.  Both the interim route and the new route described by Wolf are still marked with CDT markers, but neither of them very well.  Immediately upon entering the MB NF, you can just follow the jeep trail straight/left, not going up to the top of the ridge, and soon you’ll pass cabin remnants like Wolf says.  That’s the “interim” route, and you cross Hartt Creek just a little bit lower than the new route.

WY41: The old “interim” route is the loopy red road at the very northern part of this map.  The new route basically cuts straight across this.  If I were you, I’d follow the interim route on map 40, then stay on the interim route on map 41 (taking the road rather than following the sometimes marked fenceline into the woods).  Then the interim and new routes meet up again, and I’d get off the road to take the new route just south of Divide Peak, and at the second or third road, I’d follow the road south. (This is the one right near the “160” on the compass rose.) After this, there’s no tread on the divide, just a few dump posts.  Following the road until it crosses the divide is much less annoying.

Nobo, if you’re following the purple route, I’d jump to the red route at the center of the compass rose, although you’re going to have to pay close attention to find where the trail crosses the road at the “160,” it’s not marked at all.

Note 4—the trail does not continue along the divide to the north, but it does continue east, but is very hard to follow east of Divide Peak.

WY42: None of the purple routes on this map seemed to make much difference.  Just do whatever you want.  The Bridger Peak summit route has a few posts like it’s the official route, but there’s zero tread, so it’s pretty annoying.

WY43: Note 3—It’s FS809, not FS880 that you could take to connect to FS550.  The road route has good water in 2-3 culverts that flow under the road. This route is to/from the Pipeline Trailhead.

WY44:  Sobo when you’re looking for where to get back on the trail from FS550, you’ll pass 8092E on your right, then 550 on your left, then 420, and it’s just after that, after a white arrow on a brown sign with an orange diamond just across the road.

CO1: Note 2—I found water here nobo.  The meadow right near the trail is dry, but if you follow it “upstream” I found good water flowing under the roots of an up-rooted tree, but the water’s pretty far south of the notch, so it’d probably be better to just get water at Note 3 since it’s right on the trail.

CO2: Small note—the switchback between Note 1 and Note 2 is entirely to the north of Lost Dog Creek, it doesn’t straddle the creek like on the map.  

From Boulder Park it’s 7 miles to resupply at Clark, CO.  I didn’t do all of the route along Note 4, but I know it works from Note 1—take the road up to Slavonia.  After Gold Creek splits and you cross it, there’s supposedly a side trail to an 80-ft waterfall, but the trail isn’t obvious at all.

CO4: I think there are two junctions for trails to Luna Lake.  The Wolf guides use the northernmost, but the southern one is way better marked.

CO5: The road that goes north-south along Muddy Creek at the bottom of the map isn’t really there anymore, in case you’re looking for a quicker way to/from the highway.

CO7: Sobo look for a yellow road closed post to the left of the road at the southern end of the 2.4 mi. section.

CO8: They’ve started to build new trail south of Haystack Mountain.  I don’t think it’s finished, but the eastern end is visible at the pass between Haystack and Parkview.

CO9: A mile or so east of Willow Creek Pass, nobos need to be sure to hang a left rather than going straight on what the map says is Willow Pass Trail.  Between Illinois Pass and Illinois River, just go straight across and ignore the trails that parallel the irrigation ditch.  Nobo I bushwhacked along the actual divide from Illinois Pass to between Cascade and Ruby.  There’s some new trail being built in the area, but I totally wouldn’t recommend it sobo since it’d be a gnarly climb.

CO10: At the northern end of this map at the star below the “6.3,” the official trail actually continues south along the ridge on the Wolverine trail for another 3/4 mile, then drops east and reconnects with the red route.  The red route isn’t in quite as good a shape.  About on the same contour as the “1” on the red route is a junction, and even further east is a trailhead and parking area, and between these two points you can go either direction on either side of North Supply creek (it’s a loop trail).  

There are a lot of new clear-cuts on the road in this area, so be sure to stay on the main road (120.4).  At the two small private lakes that are just west of the Colorado, you have to take the road that goes between the lakes, because the one to the south on the map is private and/or doesn’t really exist.

East of the Colorado, follow the signs that say “stock trail.” It just follows the road and saves you from some roadwalking.  At one point it’s really close to a private driveway.

Nobo, if you’re walking on the red route out of town, you get off the highway well before the visitor’s center and go up the one-way dirt road, sort of by a cemetery.

CO11 Near the north end, at the square with the red “18” in the center, the trail splits and you can stay along the shoreline.  It goes over the dam and eventually reconnects a little north of where the red route hits the shore of the Colorado River.  The shoreline trail is a little prettier, and probably the same length.

Just to the west of the Twin Creek Ranger Station on the shore, there’s a nice sort of developed campground.  There aren’t really any other campsites along the shore.  Some old maps (the DeLorme, and the RMNP TI map) show a trail from Twin Creek all the way around the shore, but it absolutely does not exist, so you have to take the Knight Ridge trail, even though it is in crappy shape.  Sobo, at one point on the Knight Ridge trail, the trail seems to go straight up a meadow and kind of dead-ends there.  It actually goes straight across the meadow and re-enters the woods.

CO12 The CDTS used to advocate something similar to the red route, but it doesn’t anymore, because permits are req’d for camping in the Indian Peaks Wilderness.

CO13 If you’re worried about bad weather on the high section south of here to Berthoud Pass, Devil’s Thumb Park is probably where you want to drop.  The CDTS says you could make something up on the west side of HWY 40.  You’d need the relevant TI map to do so.  I tried it, but I couldn’t find anything that great; just a long gravel road walk to the highway, confusing ski resort developments to the highway, and then non-existent trail in the high open country to reconnect at Vasquez pass.

CO16 Just north of the South Fork Williams Fork, for sobos there is a fork in the trail with a white arrow on brown background pointing to the right, with a small magic marker “?” drawn on it.  Ignore that, and go left.  You’ll pass through a campsite with a desk and a chair, cross the stream at a muddy bank, parallel the stream downstream, then turn left and go up at the sign.  Who knows where the thing to the right goes.

Nobo from Ptarmigan Pass: there is a trail over the pass, but it could die out or be under snow in early season. So from the pass, you’re basically aiming about 60 degrees to the bottom of the 2nd rock/boulder slope.  From there the trail heads at 50 degrees for maybe a half-mile before starting the switchbacks.

Note 2: The alternate works just fine.  Sobo, you just have to head west a hundred yards or so once you hit the powerlines to pick up the trail through the fence—ignore the trail going down to the east and onto private property.

Note 3: There are totally switchbacks down this slope.  Just go over right where the sign is, it’s only bad for the top 10 feet, no big deal at all.

CO17: I took the bike trail from Copper to Silver nobo, but did the red route sobo.  I lucked out and hit a traveling BBQ festival in Frisco nobo, and I’m also glad I did it because I’m almost certain the north facing slope of the North Tenmile Creek valley holds an absolute ton of snow late into the season.  Sobo, the trail was absolutely gorgeous and I was very glad I hiked it.

Note 2: Ignore the left trail signed as Buffalo Mt. Trail.

CO18: Between the kinks of the huge switchback just north of Searle Pass is Janet’s Cabin, a FS rental cabin that is totally locked, and probably closed during the entire hiking season.

CO19: Nobo after crossing the highway, you stay above a FS road, and where indicated on the map, you have to cross the road.  You actually need to left 10 yards on the road to pick up the trail.  But the road (labeled on map as FS726) goes to the exact same place and it too has a bridge over the East Fork.  Once you’re down in the valley, you can walk the road or the trail that parallels it, they also both go to the same place.

CO22: Note 2—I think the ford is doable even nobo in spring.  Yes, it is very swift, but if you go upstream a bit it’ll likely be divided into two parts, the first of which is shallow and easy.  The second half will likely be swift and waist-deep, but there really aren’t any rapids or big rocks or dropoffs that’d kill you—it’s more like something you’d have fun going tubing on.  So line your pack with a trashbag and jog across it like it was water aerobics (while getting swept a few feet downstream) and you should be OK.

Also, there is sort of a trail from the ford to across the street from the general store, but it’s very marshy, so it’s probably easier to just walk the road.

Note 3—nobo to take this alternate, go up the dirt road that’s got a few trespassing signs (all for side roads, I believe). You take that up several switchbacks, then turn off to the right at a post at a hairpin.  Sobo, (at the northern end) immediately after the bridge, there’s a trail marked as the CT to the right.  Immediately cross and ignore a jeep road.  Then there’s one more CT marker.  Then in the middle of a set of switchbacks, you need to hang a sharp right.  If you cross a brand new bridge, you’re going the wrong way. At the southern end of this, you want to go straight, not down/left at the unmarked post, and you should soon see another post and then the dirt road that leads down to the highway.

CO23: The black dot right by the word “Sheep” and the “N” from the compass rose is a cabin that could be used as an emergency shelter.  It’s not that nice.

Note 3—the Huron Peak trailhead is at the same location as the wilderness closure of the jeep trail.

CO24: Note 1—nobo, as soon as you reach the valley, there is an unmarked post that indicates where you go out into the meadow if you want to ford.  Stay on the trail if you want a bridge.  This crossing will likely be the same or a little easier than the Twin Lakes inlet.

Note 2—Cottonwood Pass road could be taken east to Buena Vista for resupply.

There’s a lot of new beaver activity on Cow Creek that floods a bunch of the trail.

CO25: There’s a short segment of trail going directly from the south side of Tincup Pass to the closest part of the switchbacks below.

CO26: Much of the trail from the Old Alpine Tunnel to the road below Tincup Pass will be snow-covered in early season.  You could stay on the road from Tincup to St. Elmo, then come up the road and reconnect at Hancock.  You’d pass a cool famous old mine building that’s very weirdly slanted if you went that way.  South of the “4.0” at the bottom of the map, immediately off the road, are 3 cabins.  The northernmost is a new building that’s available for rent (lostwonder@lostwonder.com said the sign) and then there are two abandoned cabins that are in pretty decent shape and would be a great place to wait out a storm.  There’s a note from the FS saying they’re basically free-for-all.

The trail does not cross to the west side of the Middle Fork as indicated on the map.

CO27: There are TWO trail marked as the CDT north of Monarch Pass.  They meet just a few feet from the highway, where you can clearly see two different trails, both marked as official, clearly heading in opposite directions.  Nobo, I went right, but soon lost the trail under snow.  Sobo, I started from Old Monarch Pass itself, then the trail stayed south of the divide and did a big contour basically at the level where the map indicates the tree cover ends.  Also, North of Old Monarch Pass, the trail does not literally follow the divide as indicated by the red route, it contours around the first two small bumps.

You can take HWY 40 south ~13 miles to Sargents, CO with a PO and a gas/convenience/RV hookups/cabin rentals store.  There are many possibilities for shorter/lower alternates from Tincup Pass to Baldy Lake.

CO28: At the top of the map, where the trail clearly leaves the divide and heads south, there is good water 100 yards or so down the gulley to the north, and there is a good lean-to for sheltered camping.

The peak 3/4 of a mile east of Windy Peak that is a triple divide is the CDTS route—literally following the divide, so it might be marked purple.  There’s a trace of an old road, but it might not be the most obvious thing to follow.

CO29:Much of this map is Pennsylvania AT-style rocky, so it might make things a little slower, despite being otherwise easy/boring terrain.

CO31: Just north of Note 4—there is a tiny shortcut here that leaves the road just north of Monchego Creek and reconnects at a North/South fence—the red route looks like a right triangle with 1/2 inch sides, the cutoff is the hypotenuse.

CO32: If you were to draw a straight East-West line across the map, the top of which went through the tops of the 7’s in the “7.7” then you’d be hiking the route that I swear I took nobo from Quemado Creek to near Ant Creek.  A tiny shortcut, but it’s there.

Note 1-the log crossing is 3/4 inch further down stream than on the map, just north of the unnamed creek and the “Jeep Trail.”  The crossing is partially hidden by a cool rock outcropping, and there’s a nice campsite on the east side of the Cochetopa.

CO34: You might want to add two small switchbacks in the trail west of Middle Mineral Creek just east of the divide between Middle and West Mineral.

CO35: Near Note 1—the trail does not swing all the way back to the divide as shown here.  The actual trail is about halfway between the “1” and the divide.  Right near the divide is the Colorado Trail Friends Yurt, which was open when I passed through.

For reference, north of that, where the trail leaves the divide and heads east, the hill to the north with the literal divide is called Hill 71—that’s the one with all the antennae.

CO36: Near Cataract Lake, where the red route leaves the divide and goes down Pole Creek, there is new trail built in midsummer ’07.  You don’t go down Pole Creek at all, but stay on the divide all the way around to the top of the West Fork Pole Creek.

CO37: See above, trail doesn’t go down West Fork Pole Creek anymore.  (Both the CT and CDT).  The “1.5” section is now the official trail and not the asinine route on Note 7.  It’s in decent shape, so shouldn’t be dashed.

Note 8—It is possible that a trail exists here—this area isn’t in great shape.

Note 9—Yes, there is a trail along this purple route, but it’s not marked as the official route.  The official route follows the divide like the red route, then follows the Wilderness Boundary east and connects with the purple route.  The mines on the map between the red and purple routes on this map have two cabins associated with them.  From a distance they look like ideal shelter—old enough that they don’t really belong to anyone anymore, but new enough that they probably won’t collapse on you.  Don’t hold me to that.

CO38: Is there trail to/from the Window?

Nobo, when you’re climbing up the scree slope along La Vaca Rincon, ignore the trail that continues steeply up the loose rock and cross the creek on the better trail to the left.

CO39: the area near the “6.6” is one of the soggiest parts of the entire trail.  There are bog bridges, but they’re often under water.  The trail actually goes between the two groups of ponds on the map, and actually goes west of the last lake in the southern of the two groups.

There’s a good sheltered campsite just off the trail just west/south of the “7.8” on the map.

CO40: Nobo early season when you’re postholing like crazy, it seemed easier to me to stay on the literal divide from the word “CONTINENTAL” near the compass rose to the shoulder of peak 12430, where you can drop down the west side and get back to the divide (assuming everything is covered in snow).  Yes, there is a huge gnarly notch in the divide that from a distance will look impossible, but I bet it’s easier than the Knife Edge, plus you avoid the contouring near Cherokee Lake.  

I can’t remember perfectly, but I believe I also stayed on the divide all the way from Palomino Mountain to the star to the east of the “3.7” to avoid the contouring/postholing that is impossible with snowshoes.  Again, there were some sketchy parts, and if you go this way, you’ll probably hate me, but I swear it felt easier than breaking your ankles trying to contour on snowshoes on truly rotten snow. 

CO42: Nobo, you can drop from just west of Railroad Pass down to the south shore of Alberta Park Res.  If there’s still snow, it will suck because the bank of the res is so steep you’ll probably want to walk on the lake itself and will then most likely fall into the semi-frozen lake.  But I survived.

Sobo, if you’re getting hammered after leaving Pagosa Springs, you can take shelter in a cement ski tool shed between Alberta Peak and the word “PACK” on the map.  It’s got a weather/solar doohickey on the top and it’s a short ways south on the trail (east in reality) of the locked cabin and ski lift. If you’re getting stormed on nobo you should obviously just drop straight down the ski slope, get a ride into town, and hang out with Namie Bacile and/or John Duffy.

CO43: Just south of Summit Pass, sobo you should bear right at the junction.  Both trails have posts.

CO45: The inch north of the “4.2” on the map until the jog to the left should be dashed—there is a serious lack of tread here.

NM1: The road off to the right near the “8.0” on the map is FR74.

NM2: From the kink in the property line near the word “FOREST” in the middle of the map, to the next kink, or to where the trail goes from dashed to solid, there’s new trail, so the trail shouldn’t be dashed any more.  I’m not sure where the trail ends to the north, but it’s possible that what the CDTS book describes as the Lagunitas Reroute is entirely done. 

At the south end of the map, it’s not TR31, it’s TR41.

NM3: Nobo, when you’re getting close to Placer Creek, you should never cross the Vallecitos.  You may get confused and assume it’s Placer Creek, but the first stream you really get to is still the Vallecitos, and you should just stay on the true left bank until you get to the confluence with the Placer, then go up Placer’s true left for a while before crossing.

Note 4—nobo, crossing the Vallecitos will probably be tough.  In ’07 there was a strong downed tree to cross on just south of the confluence of the Vallecitos and the Jarosito.  

NM4: just right of the rightmost “FS274” on the map at the little kink in the red route, there are good tracks that head off to the southwest near a huge downed aspen.  Ignore those tracks.

On the northernmost choice of routes, the red route (notes 3 and 6) was very easy nobo, but sobo the northern half of it is very annoying because there are lots of side trails and it’s hard to tell what is what.

Note 8—this route was easy to follow, although the road will probably be muddy nobo.

NM6: Note2—I don’t really think there’s much bushwhacking to be done right here.  At the east end of the “4.0” section, you do have to magically find your way up the slope to the dead end of the road.  GPS coordinates would be extremely helpful.  Nobo, after crossing the arroyo, and after a while you come to a huge field of sagebrush, then CLIMB up to the east and search around for the road.  Nobo, I basically kept going up alongside the arroyo.  There was a trail there, and it’s possible that it eventually connects to the Mesa Montosa road, but I didn’t stick around to find out.

NM7: Note 1—This bushwhack can be very annoying—lots of stickers in the socks.  Unlike on the map, the road and the highway do meet, and it might be worth the extra mile in order to avoid the bushwhack.

Note 4—Nobo, I found two troughs in this area.  There’s a better one further from the Rio Chama than the one at Note 4.  However, it’s not easily visible from the trail, because I couldn’t find it sobo.  Shouldn’t matter much, because there’s good water in Ojitos Canyon.

NM8: Note 5—this trail on top of the mesa (the purple route) is in CRAP condition.  I tried to take it in both directions, but lost it after 100 yards both times.  Just take the road.  There’s a weird little pavilion on the side of the road at the southern end of the section of trail.

NM9: The new trail isn’t quite like it’s portrayed on the purple route.  It is complete all the way from where it splits off near the “9.3” to a little bit east of FR103.  That means that nobo, you can follow it across FR 171, and also across FR 103.  Then it dies out, but then you can just bushwhack a tiny bit due north until you come out on the highway.  Sobo, there’s no way to find where the trail really dies out, so you can walk southeast for maybe a little more than a mile on 103 to where the trail crosses (there are posts, but you’ll have to pay attention).  

Sobo you may see a trail post and some flagging at 36 12.224N 106 43.228W on the south side of the highway.  Don’t bother.  The trail eventually may come out here, but it is certainly not built yet.

If you take FR1160 (the red route), sobo you’ll pass FR1162 to your left, then two more roads on the right before reaching the trailhead where the purple route comes back in.

NM10: one centimeter east of Notes 3 & 6: after crossing the Vacas and then going up along another small side creek, you need to cross said side creek and stay on the right side of the meadow, where the trail re-enters the forest near the very back of the meadow.  (There could be a lot of snow here early season)

One inch west of Notes 3 & 6: there is very little “trail” through this meadow, and it may be hard to follow nobo.  If you look closely at the map, you will see a small dot of green where the red route is kinked.  This “tree island” really exists, but the trail is on the east side of the meadow, and not near the island as shown on the map.  You need to be sure to stay on the east side, and stay in the narrow open meadow all the way east to the Vacas.

Note 4: The Circle A owner recommends a route that basically follows the jeep route shown on the map right by Note 4.  Nobo you just keep going past the turnoff to FS95, and then when the fence gets real close to the road on your left, hop the fence and walk just right of a ledge with a cool badlands formation in full view.  I think you just stay on the trail and stay left of the fence and you’ll hook up with FS95 after maybe 2.5 miles.

Sobo, the turnoff for this route isn’t super obvious, but somebody made a big stick arrow as a guide in ’07.

NM11: The roads off to the side of CR16 are, north to south, Los Utes road (to the East), Camino del Rio Puerco (East), Camino Aragon (West), and Camino de Juan (West).

NM12: There’s a windmill that might be working as shown on the north end of the map right near the red square number “14.”

Note 5 has no location on the map.

NM13: The red route is incorrect in the Cerros Colorados area.  First off, in map square number 21, the trail is further east, right on the edge of the dropoff into Rio de los Viejos.  Then the trail heads due south down the middle of square 28, then stays just west of Arroyo Balcon before going west in between two of the Cerros Colorados peaks.  It curves north a tiny tiny bit before contouring clockwise (if you’re going sobo) around the Deadman Peaks. The trail is a bit closer to the Deadmans that shown on the map.

Note 1: This water source is dead.  Yep, that mean’s you’ve got 28 miles from Jones Canyon to Ojo Frio without water.

NM14: Mabe a half-inch east of note 1, the new Torreon (?) freeway crosses both red and purple routes in a northwest/southeasterly direction.

NM14a: It should suggest taking “this route instead of the PURPLE route.”  It currently says red.  This is also misleading because it says the purple route is paved, which is not correct on map 14a.  The purple route is certainly paved on the portions on map 14, however, but the connector that goes east-west between the two stars at the top of this map does in fact exist.

NM15: If you’re taking the purple route here, Ojo Atascoro (?) just left of the “5.0” is totally dry.  In general the purple route is decent but circuitous trail and the read route is extremely boring road very popular with hunters.

NM16: Note1—Ojo de los Indios was pretty crappy in ’07.  Laguna de Cosme was totally gross and mostly dry.

NM17: Note 1—I wanted to take this, but had trouble locating it.  There’s the obvious road near the compass road that goes to Effran Tank, then the next road going east is labeled “Road 22” on the ground, then the purple route might be “Road 239.K1.”

Then the red 4.8 route is slightly off as well.  Right at the sign for American Canyon, you can take a dirt road up the canyon as in the CDTS guides.  Or you can continue around the horsehoe bend and take gravel road 453. Just south of American Tank, the bend southeast and then south-south-west shown in the red route absolutely does not exist.  Rather, 453 continues more directly south and hooks up with the road on the map.  

NM18: (Upper) American Canyon Spring gets my vote for best spring on the entire triple crown.  If you’re west of it on FR453 you could potentially miss it, but it’s a bit more noticeable if you’re on the road to the east of it.

The very southern end of this map is mistaken.  Instead of swinging south, the route stays west, as shown on the next map NM 19.

NM19: Northbound, once you get up onto the mesa, the trail continues along, but will die out and you’ll end up bushwhacking north to find FR193.  Or you can count closely the number of jeep roads you cross, and at the 5th road, ignore the fiberglass trail post on the north side of the trail, take a left on the road, then hang a right near the edge of the mesa onto FR193.  This is the red route, which is far clearer for sobos, especially with the CDTS books.  (I’m pretty sure it’s five roads, but I’m pretty sure there’s a gravelly road, then a faint trail through grass road, then the road you want to turn left on is entirely dirt, and has a fiberglass post at the crossing.)

NM21: Has anybody done the Note 1 alternate? Where does the alt. that goes off to west go?

NM22: Note 4 should say windmill rather than electric well. It was good both ways. Note 5 was no good either way in ’07.

NM23: Honestly, I thought the view from the road below the cliffs was cooler than the rim trail.

NM24: Note4—there is no bushwhacking here, the line shouldn’t be dashed. The windmill that’s right by the road (where you have Note 4) is actually further north, off the map, and it actually kind of sucked sobo ‘07.  And the turnoff is NOT at milepost 31, it’s at least a third-mile south of that, at a well marked cattle guard. The Note 6 windmill was good in both directions in ’07.  The CDTS route takes off to the south east down Cebolla Canyon just south of the “8.8.”

At the junction between Note 3 and Note 2, it’s helpful to know that sobo, you actually take the right fork, and the tread is much worse south of the junction.

NM25: The turnoff at the very north end of the map to go down the “5.2” stretch is across from a York Ranch sign, but I think it’s at least the second one of those you see nobo.  The southernmost purple route on the map should have its name “Wild Horse Ranch Rd” written by it. This is described in the CDTS guides, but kind of as an alternate.  The recommended CDTS route is two inches further south, but the turnoff is hard to find and there may be private property.

NM26: Note 3—this was going in May, but off in October, and I swear that the switch is NOT accessable.

Note 5-this was off in both directions.  The switch is accessable, but I couldn’t figure it out.  It just told me it had low batteries.

NM 27: I think Note 6 is misleading.  You can follow the telephone lines about 3-4 inches further south, but not here.  I’d really get rid of this dashed part here.  Then near the purple/red loop, I’d say: nobo, hang a right thru the barbwire gate at the No Fireworks and 4014V signs. Sobo, you go right at the FS322 sign, then through a big metal gate, then take the right fork.

Note 5—There may be water in the box or something at the road, but you probably just want to follow the black hose up the hillside and hop the fence to get the water straight out of the concrete protected springs.

NM28: Note1-this windmill was lame nobo, but great sobo in ’07.

Right by the word “GILA” and the GC No. 7 tank at the very southwest corner of the map, there’s a cairn in the middle of the intersection (sobo) and either way works.  Nobo, you can choose to take a steep dropoff to the left, or go straight/right and do a switchback.  Either way works, there’s no big difference.

NM29: Between Note 3 and the “9.0,” at the furthest west point of the trail, the trail goes through a burn on a ridge.  Nobo, you reach the ridge from the east, go straight down the ridge (south) for a good ways, then below a rock outcropping the trail turns right and goes east again for a good ways out of the burn.  Sobo, you’ll come to the burn from the east, then turn left and go straight up to the top of the burn and look for the trail to your left (east).

Water surfaces in 1 or 2 places in Govina Canyon.  Nobo, there was an awesome spring off to the left of the road about halfway between Todd Cienaga tank and Govina Canyon, but it was dry sobo.

Note 2—No matter what you do, you are getting lost here.  North of 33 46.021N 108 28.689W and south of 33 45.508N 108 28.942W you may be able to follow the trail. (those points are where I happened to find the trail again after getting lost in both directions).

NM30: At the north end of the map, it’s FR3070, NOT 47, and the trail comes out on 3070 just south of a cattleguard and gate, not on FR94.

Note3—Dutchman Spring sucked in both directions in ’07.

Note 2—this wasn’t any good in ’07.

There’s good running water at the south end of Cox Canyon at the obvious crossing of two culverts at the lowest point of the road where a jeep trail goes off west (at the star on the map)

Note 5—There are trail markers all over the road here, which would indicate that there isn’t yet trail in this area.

NM30l: I’d love to help you map the Columbus route.  I bought all the BLM maps specifically for this purpose.  If you sent me your guess at the route, I could draw it in and add a few comments.

If you’re hiking the Columbus route, nobo when you cross Highway 15, don’t go straight across up the jeep road, rather, dogleg right, crossing the cattle guard, and then pick up the trail sign immediately west of the highway.

NM31: Note1—this is where the CDTS route takes off west on FS28.  There’s no real advantage to it, other than passing a functioning payphone in the middle of nowhere and a possibly manned fire station.  It’s a couple miles longer.

NM34: Note 4—this superhot (124+ degrees) is immediately south of the wilderness boundary sign.  When the water’s low, the trail actually crosses the hot flow.  The main pools are too hot to get in, and by the time it’s bearable, it’s too shallow and muddy for a good soak. Note 1—I don’t dislike this alt. as much as you.  The view from the top of the ridge between the forks is amazing, and you could easily have “gotten the point” of the canyon by this point if headed sobo.

NM35: I don’t think it’s accurate to say that the trail “may” be difficult to follow.  IT WILL BE, because the trail practically doesn’t exist.

NM38: Tyrone has a PO right on the trail/road if necessary.

White Signal is at milepost 25.

Note 1—the pen beside this windmill is clearly private, but I’m not sure if the windmill itself is.  The turnoff to Gage Rd at the north end of the alt. is actually “Access Rd to Gage,” Not “Gage Rd.”

Note 2—Instead of saying water tanks, you might want to say “stock impoundments” so no one expects to see a big metal tank.

Is Johnnie McDonald Road shorter than Separ Rd? (It goes off near McDonald Draw and hooks back up near the northern Note 2.)

In between the “Separ” and “Road” at the little dimple in the red route, there is a very confusing intersection.  Basically you want to go straight.  But instead of being one four-way intersection, it’s more like two three-ways.  Just make sure you’re following the same bearing after as you were before.

Note 3—this is Jones Ranch Rd.

NM40: I think the purple route should be the red route, since it’s got a loss less cross-country, and totally seems like it’s the way most would go.

Add another Note 4 west of the Saltys, halfway between them and the red star, on that faint road through the intersection of the map’s red gridlines.

There’s a dirt track paralleling the higway on the west side for a bunch of the highway south of Hachita.

NM41: 2 cm west of Crazy cook, where the trail crosses the road, there’s a windmill, but even if spinning, it doesn’t pump anything.  The last 2 miles from the windmill to the border are a super-annoying bushwhack through cacti—there’s no tread, just a few posts and a bunch of flags.

There’s nasty brown cow water just west of note 7.

The eastern note 8 had great water.  Just look out for fire ants.

More nasty brown cow water halfway between the middle and eastern Note 8’s.

If you’re hitting both Antelope Wells and Crazy Cook, I’m pretty sure that the compass rose is where you’d have to turn off highway 81, even though there are more direct routes further south, but there’s a bunch of private property there.

NM41a: Just south of the words for all the notes on this map, the road seems to make a box.  The three sides not marked as purple don’t really exist, and the purple route should be solid, not dashed.  

On the route that goes up Thompson Canyon, there’s a windmill just south of the junction with the official route.

Note 6—Well, this is a solar well, and I hit it at night, so I’m not sure it wasn’t working, but it didn’t seem like it would have been during the day—there was a puddle of water in the tank, but not a lot.

