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Name:









Date:
Basic  Overview
Topic:
Motivation:

Question: 
Does an exogenous change in____________________________


Lead to changes in_____________________________________?
Variables:
What is Y?



What is X?



What is Z?
Correlation or Causation?
	
	Example
	Valid (Y/N)?

	Causation


	
	

	Reverse Causation


	
	

	Simultaneity


	
	

	Omitted Variables


	
	

	Spurious Correlation


	
	


Study Design
Is it possible to randomize? 
If so, how? (phase in, lottery, encouragement, or clustering)
Compliance

Is there likely to be complete compliance with random assignment? If not, what are the implications for the methodology? Would you be interested in ITT or TOT effects?

Externalities

Are there likely to be spillover effects from treated to control?  If so, what are the implications for the methodology?  Can this methodology account for spillover effects?  If not, is your estimate of the program impact likely to be under- or over-stated?

Ethics
What are the ethical or political issues that could make the methodology difficult to implement?  If there are concerns, how will you address them?

External Validity

Would the estimated impact from this methodology be generalize-able to the population that will ultimately receive the program?

