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Blue and Gold in Baghdad
John Leibee, Tenor ’96

When the Golden Bears played the Air Force Falcons in the Armed Forces 
Bowl this past December, United States Air Force (USAF) Captain Ryan Haslam 
(Alto ’96) had to choose between the California Spirit and his military service.  
Fortunately, the decision was easy: “GO BEARS!  BEAT THE FALCONS!”

Capt. Haslam had made this decision before.  While in the Cal Band as an un-
dergraduate, he was also a member of the Air Force ROTC program. Haslam knew 
he was juggling too much on his schedule and could not do both activities, so he 
chose: “CAL BAND GREAT!”  Capt. Haslam still jokes about the Cal Band phone 
roster nickname he earned after leaving ROTC: “Honorable Discharge.”

However, Capt. Haslam still knew that the military would be in his future plans.  
After attending Ave Maria School of Law in Ann Arbor, Michigan and passing the 
California Bar Exam in 2005, he was accepted into the USAF Judge Advocate 
General (JAG) Corps.  In March of this year, he was deployed to Iraq to assist the 
new government in prosecuting terrorists.  “It was an amazing learning experience 
about the due process offered to those who wish harm on nations who are striving 
for democracy.  Those six months taught me how truly precious our Constitutional 

rights are here in the 
States!”

The dining facility 
at the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad where Capt. 
Haslam ate his meals 
contained college flags 
that military members 
would display to rep-
resent their schools.  
On his first day at the 
facility, he noticed 
that Cal was not rep-
resented!  “I noticed a 
UCLA flag right away 
and had to make sure 
the real Bears were rep-
resented!”  The author 

of this article immediately sent a care, or rather, a BEAR package with a script 
Cal flag to Iraq to make Capt. Haslam feel at home.

The flag has certainly been put to good use.  On August 30th, the day of Cal 
football’s opening game against Michigan State and Spirit of America Day, the 
flag was flown over the Magistrate Cell at Camp Cropper in Baghdad.  Capt. 
Haslam was aware of the significance of displaying the flag during Cal’s opening 
game.  “It was an important reminder that the brave service of those with which 
I was deployed enabled Americans of all ages to enjoy a Saturday afternoon of 
college football with the Golden Bears at Memorial Stadium.”

Grateful for his experience marching in the Pride of California, Capt. Haslam 
generously donated the flag to the Cal Band for the NorCal Party Auction.  He 
hopes the winning bidder will cherish this symbol of the California Spirit, proof 
that the entire world is Bear Territory.

Capt. Haslam returned to California at the end of September and is excited about 
once again attending Cal football games and seeing the Cal Band. Go Bears!

A Unique Alumni Band Day

It was a typical gameday morning on Maxwell Field as 
Bandsmen chugged coffee, stuffed their faces with donuts, 
chatted with friends and doodled on their horns before 
marching rehearsal began. The only difference of course was 
that the Bandsmen weren’t members of the Cal Band, but the 
Cal Alumni Band, and they spanned an age range of over 50 
years. Yet, as we massed in the center of the field and “warmed 
up” to several rousing Cal songs, the generational differences 
faded as we commenced another Alumni Band Day.

Despite threats of rain and an early call time, this year’s 
edition of the Alumni Band was 120-strong. I was delighted 
to see among the first-time attendees several friends from my 
days in the Band, as well as many others who were marching 
for their first time since graduation.  

That so that many people made this their first Alumni Band 
Day speaks not only to our football program’s continued suc-
cess but also to their desire to be a part of the commemoration 
of two very special parts of the Cal Band’s history: the 50th 
anniversary of the Brussels World’s Fair Tour, and the life 
of Bob Briggs.  Indeed, there were many special moments 
throughout the day, from Chapman Dix (clarinet ‘56, DM 
‘58) leading us down the field while we played “Colonel 
Bogey,” to an emotional rendition of Bob’s Sons, a chorale 
arrangement of Sons of California he arranged and loved.  
Special commemorative pins were also distributed to the Cal 
and Alumni Bands, with “Briggs 1927-2008” inset within an 
image of the old block “C” Cal Band logo.

All who participated were well rewarded: the crowd loved 
our halftime performance, the clouds cleared, the sun came 
out, and the Bears beat ASU 24-14! Plus, marchers, alums, 
friends and family gathered 
at Alumni House after the 
game to drink beers, watch 
the show and hang out with 
old friends. As we all sang 
“Toast” together at the end 
of the day, I found myself 
thinking that for a Cal football 
Saturday, it doesn’t get much 
better than this!

Alec Stewart, Trumpet ’01, StuD ’04

The Alumni Band takes the field at halftime for their Alumni Band Day 
performance on October 4th, 2008.

continued from 1Band Returns to Brussels
the symbol of the City of Brussels, was displayed in our 1958 Cal Band uniform.

The reunion group began its trip in Amsterdam with tours of the canals, art museums, 
beautiful Keukenhof Gardens, and participation in the annual Queen’s Day celebration 
on April 30th.  The final two days were spent in Brussels where the Mayor’s rep., Mr. 
Philippe De Rouck, and over 25 members of Friends of the Manneken-Pis, sporting 
colorful pendants, greeted the group at the City Hall.  Included was the seamstress 
who had designed the special Band uniform from photos sent to her.  Following a short 
walk to the Manneken, speeches were made by Mr. De Rouck in French, Flemish and 
English, followed by a response from tour organizer Hugh Barnett (trombone ’55, SM ’58).  Prior to his unveiling, the 
Manneken was covered with banners of the City of Brussels, the ’58 World’s Fair, and a Cal flag.

The international crowd soon cheered as his stream of “water” shot across the corner square.  Additional speeches 
followed, with music of the “Star Spangled Banner,” “Hail to California,” and the song of the Manneken-Pis originated 
many years ago by Maurice Chevalier. They were presented with a certificate, now in the Bob Calonico’s office, certi-
fying this 806th costume worn by the Manneken.  It will be on permanent display in the City Museum and for future 
public display on request by visiting groups.  It was then time for sampling a variety of Belgian beers in the nearby 
Grand Place.  That afternoon the reunion group of 29 toured a chocolate factory and – that evening – returned to the 
Atomium, symbol of the World’s Fair, for a celebration dinner and to say ‘au revoir’ to Brussels.

Brussels’ famous Manneken-
Pis statue in uniform.

www.calband.berkeley.edu

Larry Anderson (Clarinet ’56, Capt. ’58) and 
Chapman Dix (Clarinet ’56, DM ’58) chat 
at the Brussels Tour reunion in Berkeley 

this past October.

Layout by Tristan Harward Photos by Tristan Harward (top),
Joe Dickinson (bottom left) and Barbara Goodson (bottom right)

USAF Captain Ryan Haslam (left), Alto ’96, display a Cal flag in front 
of Al Faw Palace in Baghdad, Iraq.
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CBAA MEMBERSHIP FORM
2-year Membership renewal. Expires 6/30/10. $30 
enclosed.

1-year membership. Expires 6/30/09. $20 enclosed.

“New Member” Discount Package. Good for any first-time 
sustaining CBAA member. Includes: 2-year membership, 
Alumni hat and polo shirt ($60 value).  $30 enclosed.

Life Membership. Paid in full. Includes a free Alumni hat 
and polo shirt. $325 enclosed.

Life Membership. 5-year installment plan. Includes a 
free Alumni hat and polo shirt. $80 enclosed ($400 over 
5 years).

Join the California Band Alumni Association! Your membership dues make 
possible such things as this North Tunnel Echo, Alumni Band Day, Cal Band 
Executive Committee workshops, and other projects that support both the 
Cal Band and its alumni. Membership entitles you to discounts on CBAA 
merchandise and events. New 2-year sustaining members and life members 
also get a free polo shirt and hat. Please send this form to:  

Cal Band Alumni Association
University of California Marching Band 
72 César Chavez Student Center # 4280 

Berkeley, CA 94720-4280

(Parents and fellow alumni should consider giving their Band alumni 
friends and relatives a “gift membership,” great for graduation, birthday, 
or any occasion).

 Check here if this is a gift membership

Choose shirt size:

Men’s polo shirt (S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL)

Women’s polo shirt (XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL)

Youth polo shirt (S, M, L, XL)

Choose baseball cap type hat type:

Soft, low-bill with canvas snap-on/buckle closure

Hard, regular baseball cap with plastic tab closure

Name

Address

Phone

E-mail			      

CBAA Officers
President 

Barbara Goodson 
(925) 829-7654 

bhgoodson@comcast.net

Vice President 
Jason P. Clark 

(415) 602-7654 
jpclark225@gmail.com

Treasurer 
Doug Roberts 

(707) 427-0866 
droberts@4cd.net

Secretary 
Juliette Bettencourt 

(408) 923-4142 
jbetten@ix.netcom.com

Performance 
Chris Bailey 

(510) 339-9105 
chris@batesandbailey.com

Communications 
Erin Proudfoot 

(510) 642-0227 
erin@mwpfoot.com

Council Members

CBAA Council Information
The CBAA Council is the governing body of the California Band Alumni Association. 

Its members are elected annually for terms of three (3) years. General meetings of 
the Council are held quarterly and are open to all Band Alumni.  For more informa-
tion about Council meetings contact President Barbara Goodson. For minutes of the 
CBAA Council meetings, please contact CBAA Secretary Juliette Bettencourt or visit 
www.calband.berkeley.edu/cbaa.

Cal Band Executive Committee
Maya Wildgoose, Senior Manager 
(510) 642-6705  calband-sm@lists.berkeley.edu

Frankie Garland, Drum Major 
(510) 643-9353  calband-dm@lists.berkeley.edu

Eric Dezendorf, Student Director 
(510) 643-9353 calband-stud@lists.berkeley.edu

Melissa Moore, Executive Secretary 
(510) 642-6704 calband-sec@lists.berkeley.edu

Tara Castro, Public Relations Director 
(510) 642-6704 calband-prd@lists.berkeley.edu

Robert Calonico, Cal Band Director 
(510) 643-9644 calonico@calband.berkeley.edu
For performance inquiries, contact the Student Director. For 
all other inquiries, contact the Public Relations Director.

You can also visit us online to become a CBAA member!
 www.calband.berkeley.edu/cbaa/membership

For additional information, write to 
bandalumni@calband.berkeley.edu, or go to:

Cal Band web page:  www.calband.berkeley.edu 
CBAA web page: www.calband.berkeley.edu/cbaa

Terms expiring 2010:

Dan Cheatham ’54
John Edginton ’53
Tristan Harward ’02
Andy LaBatt ’90
Ed Price ’70
Dorothy Proudfoot ’92
Erin Proudfoot ’92
Douglas Roberts ’74
Tim Tung ’98
Robert Witbeck ’51

Terms expiring in 2011:

Chris Bailey ’70	
Juliette Bettencourt ’76
Matt Bjork ’87 
Warren Lei ’94
Jerry Miller ’96
Richard Powell ’96
Mark Proudfoot ’92
Alec Stewart ’01
Jerry Taylor ’66
Wade Williams ’77

Terms expiring 2009:

Tina Avilla ’91
Andrew Capule ’95
Jason Clark ’99
Barbara Goodson ’77
Gary Hsueh ’95
Tom Kellogg ’67
Sara LaBatt ’92
Eric Mart ’66
Allen Santos ’95
Peter Symonds ’99

Ex-Officio Members:

Robert Calonico ’72 
Cal Band Director

Maya Wildgoose ’05 
Cal Band
Senior Manager

Carol Suveda  
SMA Alumni Relations  
& Events Manager
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