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Berkeley Earth Day 

Earth Week in Berkeley presented a great opportunity for Green 
Campus to reach out to the Berkeley campus and teach people 
about energy conservation.  The week kicked off on Monday, 
which was dubbed as energy day, with tabling in Sproul Plaza, a 
high traffic area on campus.  That night, a State of the Campus 
event was held where Green Campus gave an update on all of 
the programs that have happened this year and heard about other 
sustainability related programs at Berkeley. 

On Friday, which was Berkeley’s official Earth Day, Green 
Campus tabled during the afternoon in Sproul Plaza and in the 
evening outside of Crossroads, the busiest dining hall.  We had a 
light bulb tree with information on energy savings, a Green Room 
board which summarizes many of the highlights of the sustainable 
living for an average residence hall student, and a shopping cart 
filled with environmentally friendly items students can have 
delivered to their nearest dining hall.  Many magnets and free 
samples of Seventh Generation products and granola were given 
out to the interested students.  The Green Campus interns also 
took turns wearing the earth costume and saying, “Happy Earth 
Day” to passersby.  Overall, the week brought further awareness 
to sustainability issues and related programs at UC Berkeley! 

Above: The Green Room Committee accepts award at EPA ceremony. 

plaque, along with a certificate from Congresswoman Barbara Lee, will be displayed in the green 
demonstrations next year! 

The Green Room Committee also won the Sustainability Award for the mixed student/staff/faculty category 
from Berkeley’s Chancellors Advisory Committee on Sustainability (CACS).  In addition, CACS also gave a 
Green Fund Grant to monetarily assist with running the Green Room next year and opening the Green 
Apartment and Green Suite. 

All of the Green Room tours have been finished for the year.  A total of 229 people have toured the room, 
including over 130 students from Berkeley!  Green Campus would like to thank all of the people who have 
helped to make the project such a success. 

Green Room Ends the Semester with 
a Bang! 

The Green Room Committee was 
recently awarded the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Environmental 
Achievement Award from the Pacific 
Southwest Region 9 EPA.  Members of 
the Green Room committee traveled to 
the office in San Francisco to attend a 
ceremony with the 39 other winners on 
April 18th.  All awardees accepted a 
plaque made of recycled glass and gave 
a short speech on their project.  The  

Above: Green Campus interns tabling at 
Crossroads dining hall on Earth Day. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy 101 Class 

April has been a very exciting month for Energy 101.  The classes and assignments were very diverse, 
including an energy debate, lectures, a video, and an analysis of personal behavior with respect to energy.  
Returning from spring break, the students engaged in an energy debate, where they considered one 
alternative energy source and its pros and cons and debated against other alternative energy forms.  The 
students put a great deal of effort into this debate and made very compelling arguments to support their 
chosen source of energy.  Additionally, for one class the students watched a PBS special on global warming 
and the real impact it is having and will have on the global environment and economic vitality.  With respect 
to lectures, Chris Jones from ConsumerFootprint.org discussed behavior with respect to global resources.  
Chris was extremely effective at engaging the students, making them question their consumer behavior.  
More recently, Andy Coghlan from the Alliance to Save Energy and Kevin Fingerman, a UC Berkeley 
graduate student, gave a presentation on their co-op—Sol—in Oakland.  Sol is a sustainable living 
environment: low energy usage, affordable housing, organic garden.  This is a true example of education on 
sustainable living.  Finally, students began and completed their individual projects, the in-room energy 
audits.  They analyzed both the environmental and economic impacts of their behavior and offered realistic 
solutions to curbing their energy usage and diminishing their reliance on energy from things like eliminating 
phantom loads to replacing incandescents with CFLs.  Overall, Energy 101 has been extremely successful 
and effective in educating students and increasing their awareness around energy. 

Blackout Battles: The Data is In 

The data is in, and the winner of the March Blackout Battles Competition has been determined.  
Congratulations to Unit 4 (Foothill and Stern Halls) who won with an energy reduction of 10.4% compared to 
two years ago!  Green Campus provided the Foothill and Stern Hall Associations, which represent 1043 
residents, with $500 each to spend on non-electrical prizes.  So far, they have purchased gift certificates to 
local stores which were raffled off at Hall Association meetings, in addition to gym equipment, such as 
weights and a stationary bicycle.  Savings for the overall competition amounted to a 5.2% or 34 MWh 
reduction in the energy usage for all participating UCB halls combined.  The chart below lists the percentage 
and dollar savings from energy reductions in each area for the month of March. 

% Saved Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Foothill + Stern Total

Compared to 2003 -1.10% -7.70% 0.47% -10.40% -5.21%

Compared to 2004 -3.07% -1.48% 5.69% -10.58% -3.11%
Compared to 2003/2004 avg -2.09% -4.69% 3.02% -10.49% -4.17%

$ Saved @ $.11 kWh Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Foothill + Stern Total

Compared to 2004 $450.23 $217.58 -$1,000.67 $2,545.40 $2,212.54
Compared to 2003/2004 avg $304.15 $714.18 -$544.01 $2,521.48 $2,995.80

$2,497.55 $3,779.05$1,210.77 -$87.34Compared to 2003 $158.07

Above: Energy 101 students present their 
stance on an alternative energy source. 

Below: Energy 101 students listen to each 
others arguments.  
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The Alliance to Save Energy’s  
“Green Campus Program” is funded 

by the California ratepayers under the 
auspices of the California Public 
Utilities Commission.  Strategic 

Energy Innovations is a sub-
contractor of the Green Campus 

Program. 

Green Campus Program Metrics 
 
• $3,779.05 = the energy reduction 

savings for the  month of March 
during Blackout Battles in all areas 

• 2,460 = number of kWh the 
vending misers are projected to 
save in energy usage per year 

• 229 = the number of people who 
toured the Green Room for the 
0506 school year 

• 10.4% = the energy usage 
reduction in the area that won 
Blackout Battles 

• 39 = the number of Environmental 
Achievement awards given out by 
the EPA 

• 36 = number of large posters 
placed in the residence halls which 
have the Mock Utility Bill data 

• 5 = number of vending and snack 
misers placed in student 
government buildings 

 

Above: A vending miser, an 
instrument which saves energy from 
vending machine use. 

Mock Utility Bill 

Green Campus is taking energy awareness and education to a new level—the pocket book.  Green Campus 
recently posted mock energy bills from “Berkeley Gas & Electric” in the residence halls.  Using the rate of local 
utility costs and the average consumption in the residence halls in November 2005, the mock bill equates 
average consumption and total consumption to dollar costs and carbon emissions. The mock bill also offers 
energy saving tips.  Just by passing through the residence halls it is common to hear students discussing the 
mock bill and the impact of their consumption behavior.   

Below: The Mock Utility 
Bill posters that were 
placed in each area of the 
residence halls. 

Vending Misers Save Energy and Money for the ASUC! 

The vending miser pilot program has been a great success!  Though we 
originally intended to install vending misers on three vending machines 
in the Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC) 
buildings, John Rolle, the Operations Manager, requested that we 
install them on every vending machine and snack machine while PG&E 
rebates are still available.  Unfortunately, the vending miser 
representative only had four vending misers and one snack miser 
available, so we purchased them all and installed them in different 
types of building areas.  Not surprisingly, we found that the vending 
misers were most effective in locations that were closed over night and 
experienced limited foot traffic.  This is because they operate using a 
motion sensor to turn the machines on and off.  The vending misers in 
areas with less day to day traffic reduced energy consumption by 
51.8% in our trial period, and the vending miser facing a desk where 
there was more movement throughout the day saved 17.2% in the trial 
period.  Altogether, the vending misers are projected to save an 
estimated total of 2460 kWh per year.  In reality, the energy savings 
realized will probably be even higher due to reduced campus population 
and use during the summer and winter months.   


