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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY


    PROF. ROBIN EINHORN

History 7A-AC, Fall, 2006




  
                3211 Dwinelle Hall

U.S. HISTORY SURVEY -- TO 1865


This course is an introduction to the history of the United States from the beginning of the European colonization of North America to the end of the Civil War.  It is also an introduction to the ways historians look at the past and think about evidence.  There are two main themes.  One is to understand the origin of  the "groups" we call European-Americans, Native-Americans, and African-Americans.  Far from timeless categories, these groups and their "cultures" were created through concrete interactions among people from Europe, Africa, and North America in the place that became the United States in this period.  The second goal is to understand how democratic political institutions emerged in the United States in this period.  This requires an assessment of what "democracy" actually meant, not only as a series of practices by participants, but also in the context of an economy that depended on slave labor and violent land acquisition.

Requirements: You must attend lectures, complete reading when it is assigned, and participate actively in section discussions.  Reading and discussion supplement rather than repeat material covered in lecture -- and exams will cover BOTH.  Grades will be based on a midterm (20%), a final (30%), two brief essays (15% each), and your participation in section (20%).

Miscellaneous Rules: Formal writing assignments must be submitted in person and on paper to your GSI on the dates specified; electronic submissions will not be accepted.  Cell phones must be turned off during lecture and section.  If you wish, you may use a laptop to take notes during lecture and/or section, but you will be asked to leave if you are found to be emailing, messaging, surfing, blogging, gaming, or engaging in any other activities of this nature during class.
Course website: http://history.berkeley.edu/faculty/Einhorn/H7A/ includes this syllabus, contact information for GSIs, and the times and places of section meetings.
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 11:00-12:00 and by appointment, which you can make via email: einhorn@berkeley.edu.  I cordially invite you to stop by my office early in the semester to get acquainted, and to come to discuss any course materials or other historical interests during the semester.  For administrative issues, please start with your GSI -- he or she will usually know the answer.  If you need additional administrative help, contact Paddy Riley, priley@berkeley.edu.
Books:
Nash, Jeffrey, et al., American People, v. 1, Brief Edition

Henry Louis Gates, Classic Slave Narratives
Colin Calloway, World Turned Upside Down
Thomas Paine, Common Sense
Donald Jackson, Black Hawk: An Autobiography
Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin
Course reader, available at Replica Copy -- 2140 Oxford Street
LECTURE SCHEDULE AND MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

(reading and writing deadlines approximate)

1.  Contact in North America (Aug 28-Sept 1)


a.  Three continents

b.  Indians and Europeans

A.P., chaps. 1-2


Calloway, World, chap. 1-3

2.  Colonial settlement (Sept 4-8)


a.  White migrant communities

b.  Slavery and the slave trade 


A.P., chap. 3



Equiano in Slave Narratives
3.  Colonial America -- 1 (Sept 11-15)


a. Society: status, race, politics

b. Religion: Great Awakening 


A.P., chap. 4



Calloway, World, chaps. 4-6

4.  Colonial America -- 2 (Sept 18-22)


a.  Empire: structure of imperial rule

b.  Republican ideology


FIRST PAPER DUE



"The Candidates" (Reader)

5.  Origins of the Revolution (Sept 25-29)


a.  French and Indian War

b.  Taxation without representation


Paine, Common Sense
Abigail Adams letters (Reader)

6.  Declaring Independence (Oct 2-6)




a.  To revolution

b.  Liberty, loyalty, and slavery


A.P., chap. 5



Jefferson, Notes on Virginia
Declaration of Independence (Reader)

7.  Revolutionary War (Oct 9-13)


a.  War against England

b.  NO LECTURE, Thursday Oct 13


A.P., chaps. 6-7
8.  Constitution-making  (Oct 16-20)


a.  MIDTERM EXAM in lecture, Tuesday October 17

b.  The Constitution



A.P., chap. 8

 U.S. Constitution (copy in Reader)


Selections from The Federalist (Reader)


Martin v. Commonwealth (Reader)
9.  Toward Manifest Destiny (Oct 23-27)


a.  Federal politics to the War of 1812


b.  Western land and "manifest destiny"



A.P., chap. 9



Black Hawk
10. Economic Development (Oct 30-Nov 3)


a.  Commercialized agrarianism


b.  Industry, immigrants, and cities



A.P., chap. 10

Jacobs in Slave Narratives
David Walker and Henry Highland Garnet selections (Reader)
11. Andrew Jackson's America (Nov 6-10)


a.  White male democracy


b.  Politics of denial


SECOND PAPER DUE

12.  Slavery as an "issue" (Nov 13-17)


a. Second Great Awakening

b. Abolitionism


A.P., chap. 12



Nathaniel Hawthorne, "Wakefield" (Reader)


start Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin
13. Slavery Itself (Nov 20-24)


a.  Slaves and masters in the South


b.  NO LECTURE, Thursday Nov 23


A.P., chap. 11



finish Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin
14. A House Divided (Nov 27-Dec 1)


a.  Slavery in the territories 


b. To Fort Sumter



A.P., chaps. 13-14



Henry David Thoreau, "On the Duty of Civil Disobedience" (Reader)



Mississippi Secession Ordinance (Reader)
15. Civil War (Dec 4-8)


a. Modern war and Emancipation


b. The North wins: now what?



A.P., chap. 15



Frederick Douglass on the Civil War (Reader)




