Accountable Talk (as Opposed to Street Talk)

“I believe ______________ because …”
“I would like to agree with _____________ because …”

“I would like to build on what _______________ said …”

“I would like to add on …”

“I would like to disagree with what ______________ said …”

“I need clarification on …”

“I am not sure I understand …”

“What would be a good reason for …”

“In other words, what he / she said was …”

“How did you arrive at your view on …”

“Can you give an example of …”

“Yes, I can give an example …”

Tax Debate Prep – Part 2 (Handout 14)

1. Compare two people who make $25,000 and $225,000 each year. If you lower the rates of taxation on both of these people, who is more likely to immediately put that money back into the economy (versus saving it up)? Explain what effect this has on the economy, when a lot of people go out and spend money.
2. If the country does not collect enough taxes, and the government decides to cut back on the number of policemen on the street, who should be more worried – the rich or the poor? Explain your answer. What if electricity gets cut for one day – who will lose more money?
3. People who are worried about the negative environmental impact of a quickly expanding global economy will support which type of tax system? Explain your answer by thinking about which tax system will likely discourage rich people from getting richer so quickly. Also, briefly describe some environmental concerns caused by an expanding global economy.
4. If you make a lot of money and you get to keep it all (instead of paying higher taxes), at some point you usually invest the money into other companies via the stock market. In doing so, you are really giving those other companies small amounts of loans so that they can spend it on research, infrastructure, and purchasing tools. Does your contribution to the economy have a long-term impact or a short-term impact? 
5. If you make very little money and you get to keep it all, you are more likely to spend that money on food and other things. Does your contribution to the economy have a long-term impact or short-term impact? 

6. Ten years from now, is our country more likely to be affected by the contribution described in #4 or #5? Explain your answer. Does this support a flat or a progressive tax system?
7. If you are an investor and you make $45 million a year, are you likely to keep your factories in the U.S., where you have to pay higher salaries to your workers and pay a whopping effective tax rate of 30% a year on your own income? If so, explain why. If not, explain what alternatives you may take, and what effect that will have on the economy.

8. Reflect on this quote: “While the top 5% income-earners in most countries pay over half the taxes collected by the government, they only have 5% of the say when it comes to voting in an election.”  
