	AMS Unit Overview

	Unit 4

	Summary
	Projects, Essays, Assessments, Portfolio Piece(s), Whole-class text

	Grade: 10
Subject: Math – Algebra 2/Trig
Title of Unit: Income Taxes

	In this unit, students will learn to apply the concept of piecewise graphs to calculating income taxes. They will learn about flat and progressive tax systems, as well as the effect of marriage on taxes. 
	1. On-going notebook
2. Tax policy reflection


	

	Day #
	Aim/Topic
	Activity Summary
	Content Objectives
(Student will be able to…)
	Process Objectives
(Students will be encouraged to…)

	1
	What is a flat incoming tax?
	Intro discussion What are some uses of taxes? Plus reading about taxes. (whole-class)
Quick review of percent calculations. (whole-class)

Practice piecewise graphing practice. (pairs)
	…Understand basic calculations of a flat tax.

…Create piecewise graphs and draw connection between tax rate and taxes paid.

…Explain the significance of taxes to our society.
Key Terms:
· Flat income tax
	…Read and analyze texts given.
…Draw examples from their own lives.

	2
	What is a progressive income tax?
	Reading about how progressive taxes are calculated.
Guided Activity monopoly money simulation. (whole-class)

Practice calculating progressive taxes and graphing marginal taxes. (pairs)
	…Calculate a progressive income tax.

…Articulate the difference between a progressive income tax and a flat income tax.
Key Terms:
· Marginal tax rate

· Progressive incoming tax
· Tax bracket

	…Read and comprehend mathematical text.


	3
	How do we calculate total tax? 
	Opening monopoly $$. (individual)
Practice calculating and graphing total taxes. (pairs)
Practice word problems by reading graphs. (groups)
	…Calculate total taxes, starting with either a story or a graph.
Key Terms:
· Total taxes
	…Read and comprehend text or visuals.



	4
	How much does Donald Trump pay in taxes?
	Opening monopoly $$. (individual)
Activity calculating taxes for different professions and for celebrities. (pairs; share out)
	…Read graphs and tables to extract appropriate data.
	…Draw connections between their own lives and the learned material.

	5 – 6
	What happens to taxes when you get married?
	Opening monopoly $$. (individual)
Guided Activity marriage! (pairs)

Project Calculating and comparing taxes with and without marriage. (groups)
	…Draw comparisons between different sets of data, and create a reasonable analysis.
	...Work with their peers.
…Articulate their ideas through writing.

	7
	What is effective tax rate? 
	Opening monopoly $$. (individual)
Activity paycheck analysis. (pairs)
	…Draw comparisons between different sets of data, and create a reasonable analysis.
Key Terms:

· Effective tax rate
	…Draw connections between their own lives and the learned material.

	8
	What is your tax policy of choice?
	Activity given a secret salary, calculate how much you would pay under flat and progressive taxes. Choose a policy! (individual)

Reading + Writing reflection about tax policies. Share out. (individual; share out)  
	
	…Articulate their ideas through speaking and writing.
…Draw connections between their own lives and the learned material.

...Make a sensible choice given appropriate information.


