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Dear Honored Guest:

On behalf of the University of California, Berkeley’s Pre-Pharmacy 
Informational Learning and Leadership Society (PILLS), it is our pleasure 
to welcome you to the 15th Annual Northern California Pre-Pharmacy 
Symposium (NCPPS).  NCPPS has been committed to providing a forum 
for the exchange of information and resources through a day of workshops, 
networking, and camaraderie. We aim to spread awareness of the growing 
field of pharmacy and to explore the pharmacist’s expanding role in 
healthcare, the community, and public health.

This year’s program features a variety of informational workshops led 
by distinguished speakers as well as panels of pharmacy students and 
pharmacists of diverse specialties. Representatives of some of the top 
pharmacy schools in the nation are also here to provide insight into their 
programs and requirements through informational sessions. A school fair 
provide a great supplement to the workshops, allowing time to network 
with fellow peers, professors, pharmacists, current pharmacy students, and 
recruiters from pharmacy schools across the country.

The field of pharmacy is being redefined as technological advances have 
accelerated in conjunction with reform that has been implemented. With 
an increase in the number of patients seeking treatment, pharmacists are 
filling the void for patients needing care by having an expanded clinical role. 
During this pandemic, we have witnessed the role of pharmacists growing. 
We hope that NCPPS highlights the way pharmacists are integral members 
of the healthcare system that is focused on improving patient outcomes and 
population health. We also hope that after today, you are able to envision 
the bright future of the pharmacy field and see past the stereotype of 
pharmacists simply counting and dispensing pills. Once again, welcome to 
the 15th Annual NCPPS. We are honored to have you here with us today.

Sincerely,

PILLS Executive Board 2021-2022

WELCOME
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vDr. Suzanne Soliman earned her PharmD from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
College of Pharmacy (UIC-COP) in 2004. She completed a residency in primary care with 
an emphasis on education at Midwestern University Chicago College of Pharmacy and 
a teaching fellowship at UIC College of Medicine. She is a board certified medical affairs 
specialist (BCMAS). Suzy worked as a clinical pharmacist, a medical science liaison (MSL) 
and national field team educator prior to becoming an Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs 
at UIC-COP. She most recently was an Associate Dean at Touro College of Pharmacy 
New York and an independent pharmacy owner.

Currently, she is the Chief Academic Officer for the Accreditation Council for Medical 
Affairs (ACMA). Suzy has over 100 publications and presents nationally on pharmacy, 
parenting and women issues. She is a Rufus A. Lyman award recipient which is granted 
for the best manuscript published in the American Journal of Pharmacy Education and in 
2019, she was a recipient for the Next Generation Pharmacist Civic Leader Award.
Suzy serves as a medical expert and journal reviewer for Annals
of Pharmacotherapy and Currents in Pharmacy Teaching
and Learning. She has been featured in the following news
outlets:  The New York Times,  ABC7NY,  Daily Voice, 
“New York Magazine”,  “Crain’s Chicago Business”,
“Time Out Chicago” and more. Her areas of interest
are parenting, women’s health, assessment and
professional development.

EDUCATION:

UIC, PharmD

Midwestern University 
Chicago CoP,  residency

WORK EXPERIENCE:
Clincal Pharmacist

Medical Science Liasion
National Field Team Educator

Assistant Dean
Independent Pharmacy 

Owner

Dr. Suzanne Rabi Soliman 
Chief Academic Officer, ACMA

Founder, Pharmacist Moms Group

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
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Gail Orum, PharmD, BCGP, is the Keck Graduate 
Institute (KGI) School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. She previously 
held the role of Associate Dean of Assessment and 
Faculty Development. Her academic appointment is in 
the Department of Clinical and Administrative Sciences 
as Professor of Clinical and Administrative Sciences.  
She serves on numerous committees, including the 
Institutional Effectiveness Committee, Claremont 
Graduate University Institutional Review Board (IRB), 
and the 7C Diversity and Inclusion Committee (Co-
Chair). 

Dr. Orum holds California Pharmacy licensure and 
Board of Pharmacy Specialties Certification in Geriatric 
Pharmacotherapy. Her practice areas are community 
pharmacy, ambulatory care, and geriatrics, all of which 
are reflected in her teaching and research. She was the 
co-investigator on Polypharmacy and Medication Non-
adherence in African American Elders (Bazargan, Orum), 
a project funded by CMS (Grant # 1l0CMS030458) 
which resulted in numerous presentations, posters, 
and publications. She served as the U54 CDU/UCLA 
Cancer Center Partnership Grant Internal Advisory 
Committee Co-Chair (CDU) from 2014-2020.

EDUCATION:

USC, PharmD

Board Certification 
in Geriatric 
Pharmacy 
Transplant

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Associate Dean of 
Academic Affairs at 

KGI

Geriatric Pharmacotherapy

Dr. Gail Orum 
Associate Dean of Academic

 Affairs
Keck Graduate Institute Shool of Pharmacy 

and Health Sciences 

PHARMACY FIELD WORKSHOPS

Are you interested in taking care of older adults and what the role of pharmacist is in 
geriatrics? Come join the Geriatric Pharmacotherapy workhop and upon completion, 
participants will be able to define common terms associated with gerontology and    
geriatric pharmacy, describe the expanding role of pharmacists in providing care to 
older adults, and identify opportunities for pharmacists specializing in Geriatrics!
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Dr. Nancy Nguyen is a Clinical Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
and a Regional [Clerkship] Coordinator for the University of 
the Pacific, Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy since 2004. Prior 
to arriving at University of the Pacific, Dr. Nguyen received 
her Doctor of Pharmacy from Western University of Health 
Sciences and completed both a PGY-1 General Pharmacy Practice 
Residency and a PGY-2 Specialty Pharmacy Residency in HIV/
AIDS at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF).

Dr. Nguyen is a Fellow of the California Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists, a Board Certified Pharmacotherapy Specialist, and 
credentialed as an HIV Pharmacist by the American Academy of 
HIV Medicine. She served several years as a Pharmacist Consultant 
for the National HIV/AIDS Clinicians’ Consultation Center – a 
telephone-based consultation service assisting U.S. health care 
providers on preventing and managing HIV/AIDS. Her current 
clinical practice is at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo 
Alto, CA where she is a Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in HIV and 
Infectious Diseases. Her role as a clinician/health care provider 
include providing patient care services to military veterans 
as an HIV Ambulatory Care Pharmacist as well as through the 
inpatient Infectious Diseases Consult Service and antimicrobial 
stewardship program.  At present, her clinical research areas of 
interest include HIV and aging (including the complexities involved 
in the management of an aging HIV-infected population), HIV drug 
interactions, and antimicrobial stewardship. 

With 18 years of serving as a professor and clinician-teacher, 
she has taught and mentored hundreds of pharmacy students, 
residents, and fellows during their didactic, clinical, and research 
training.  She finds joy in seeing professional and personal growth in 
her trainees. Her advice for pre-pharmacy and pharmacy students: 
“find and embrace your passion” – use this as your motivation to 
become a life-longer learner (be curious!) and provide the best 
care possible for your patients & community.

EDUCATION:

Western University of 
Health Sciences, PharmD

UCSF, PGY-1 and PGY-2

Board Certified 
Pharmacotherapy 

Specialist

American Academy of 
  HIV Medicine, HIV 

Pharmacist  

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Provided patient care 
services to military 
veterans as an HIV 
Ambulatory Care 

Pharmacist

Inpatient Infectious 
Disease Pharmacist

Under the Microscope: Pharmacy
Careers in Infectious Diseases

Dr. Nancy N. Nguyen 
Clinical Professor of Pharmacy Practice;

Clinical Pharmacy
UOP Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy; VA Palo 

Alto Health Care System

PHARMACY FIELD WORKSHOPS

`
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Dr. Melissa J. Durham is an Associate Professor 
of Clinical Pharmacy and Assistant Dean at the 
University of Southern California (USC) School of 
Pharmacy.  She received her Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree, completed a residency in Community 
Pharmacy Practice, and has earned her Master 
of Academic Medicine degree, all from USC. Dr. 
Durham is a clinical pharmacist at the USC Pain 
Center in the Department of Anesthesiology, 
where she established a pharmacist-run pain 
medication management service and is a practicing 
community pharmacist.

EDUCATION:

USC, PharmD

USC, Master of 
Academic Medicine 

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Clinical pharmacist at 
the USC Pain Center 
in the Department of 

Anesthesiology

Pain Management & the U.S Opioid 
Crisis

Dr. Melissa Durham 
Associate Professor; 

Assistant Dean of DEI 
USC School of Pharmacy

PHARMACY FIELD WORKSHOPS

The impact of pharmacists integrated into the patient 
care team has been well documented in primary care 
in the United States. Given pharmacists’ extensive 
knowledge of medications and medication monitoring, 
and the historic public health crisis of the U.S. Opioid 
Epidemic, pharmacists are uniquely positioned to make 
a significant impact in the management of chronic pain 
while mitigating risk associated with pain medication use. 
Come join the Pain Management & the U.S. Opioid Crisis 
workshop as this presentation will explore the current 
status of the U.S. Opioid Crisis and the approach to 
managing chronic pain.
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Dr. Mohamed Jalloh is a clinical pharmacist and assistant 
professor at Touro University California College of 
Pharmacy for the past 5+ years.  His teaching interests 
include primary care/community practice, evidence-
based medicine, public health, and travel medicine. 
He also conducts medical mission trips in 3rd world 
countries and is proficient in Spanish and Krio. Dr. Jalloh 
also serves various positions on editorial advisory 
boards for academic journals and magazines.

Dr. Jalloh started his pharmacy career after being 
motivated by friends and family members. Later, 
he attended Wilkes University in Pennsylvania to 
complete his PharmD degree and Creighton University 
to complete his post-graduate training. During his post-
graduate training, he learned that he loved explaining 
complex information using colorful analogies. At 
Touro, students have loved his anime and video game 
references for explaining complex medical information.

EDUCATION:

Wilkes University, 
PharmD

Creighton University, 
Postdoc Fellow

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Clinical Pharmacist and 
Assistant Professor 
at Touro University 

California

Vaccines 101 

Dr. Mohamed Jalloh 
Assistant Professor

Touro University California 
College of Pharmacy

PHARMACY FIELD WORKSHOPS

Interested in knowing how vaccines are produced? Curious 
in how vaccines work and how it has saved countless 
lives as a medical miracle? Come join the Vaccines 101 
workshop and know more about vaccines!
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Dale Johnson has over 30 years of experience as a 
research and development scientist, manager, executive, 
and entrepreneur in the biopharmaceutical field working 
in large pharmaceutical and biotech companies and several 
start-ups. Previously, he served as VP Drug Assessment & 
Development (R&D) and VP Preclinical Development at 
Chiron Corporation and VP of Preclinical and Predictive 
Development, Eos Biotechnology. He was also a scientist 
in two international pharmaceutical companies. Dr. Johnson 
has been directly involved in the advancement of over 100 
compounds from discovery into clinical development of 
which sixteen have become marketed health care medicinal 
products and vaccines in the US, Canada, Europe, and Japan. 
He has personally led multinational projects involving small 
molecules, recombinant proteins, monoclonal antibodies, 
gene therapy, photodynamic therapeutics, vaccines, and 
vaccine adjuvants.

He received his Ph.D. degree in Toxicology from the 
University of Michigan where he was an AFPE Fellow. Prior 
to his Ph.D. work, he received BS Pharm and PharmD 
degrees from the University of Michigan College of 
Pharmacy and completed a residency at UM Medical Center 
receiving the Squibb National Resident of the Year Award 
for his work on adverse drug reactions. He is a Board-
Certified Toxicologist, a licensed pharmacist in Michigan, 
is a member of industry and government advisory boards 
and editorial boards for scientific journals and book series. 
He has also been active in environmental work and was 
a member of the initial Green Ribbon Science Panel for 
California EPA Department of Toxic Substances Control. 
Currently, he is a member of the US EPA Board of Scientific 
Counselors Chemical Safety for Sustainability and Health 
and Environmental Risk Assessment Subcommittee. Dr. 
Johnson is an Adjunct Professor in Molecular Toxicology 
at the University of California, Berkeley, and an Adjunct 
Professor in Environmental Health Sciences at the University 
of Michigan. He teaches computational toxicology and a 
course in drug discovery & development.

EDUCATION:

University of Michigan, Ph.D. 
in Toxicology, BS Pharm and 

PharmD

University of Michigan, AFPE 
Fellow

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Adjunct Professor at UC Berkeley

Board Certified Toxicologist

Licensed pharmacist

Drug Discovery and Development

Dr. Dale E. Johnson
Adjunct Professor

UC Berkeley

PHARMACY FIELD WORKSHOPS

Join the Drug Discovery and Development 
workshop to learn more about drugs! 
Drug discovery and development involves 
complex interactions, both predicted and 
experimentally determined, between the 
chemical or biological therapeutic and 
multiple targets, pathways, and networks 
within the body. These in vivo phenomena 
are influenced by disease, overall health 
status, and the influences of co-exposures 
to dietary and environmental chemicals 
and other therapeutics. Pharmacists are 
some of the most important health care 
workers because through an education in 
Pharmacy School and working as pharma-
cists they are at interface of the patient, 
the health care system, and drug research 
and development.
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Dr. Stephanie Hsia is an Assistant Professor of Clinical 
Pharmacy at the UCSF School of Pharmacy. Originally 
hailing from Los Angeles, Dr. Hsia received her B.S. in 
Biochemistry from UCLA in 2010 and Pharm.D. from 
UCSF in 2015.  She then went on to complete a first 
year general pharmacy practice residency and second 
year psychiatric pharmacy residency at the Veterans 
Affairs (VA) San Diego Healthcare System. After 
completing residency, Dr. Hsia joined the UCSF faculty 
in 2017. She then completed her M.A. in Education at 
UC Berkeley in 2021. 

She is a course director for the Neuropsychiatric 
theme and primarily teaches pharmacy students about 
psychiatric conditions and medications. In addition 
to teaching and research, Dr. Hsia practices as a 
psychiatric pharmacist at UCSF Primary Care clinics 
where she prescribes medications for management 
of hypertension, psychiatric conditions, and tobacco 
cessation. Dr. Hsia’s areas of expertise include 
educational  research, diversity, equity, and inclusion 
(DEI) curricula, and psychiatric pharmacy.

EDUCATION:

UCLA, B.S.  
UCSF, PharmD

UC Berkeley, M.A.
 

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Course Director for 
Neuropsychiatric theme 

Psychiatric Pharmacist 
at UCSF Primary Care 

clinics

Dr. Stephanie Hsia, 
PharmD, MAEd 
Assistant Professor of 

Clinical Pharmacy 
UCSF School of Pharmacy

PHARMACIST PANELPHARMACIST PANEL
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Dr. Sharon Wu, PharmD, BCACP
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Washington

EDUCATION:

UCLA, B.S.
UCSF, PharmD

Residency at UCSF 
Medical Center

 Dr. Elaine Law, PharmD, BCPS
Associate Clinical Professor of 

Pharmacy Practice
San Jose Regional Experiential 

Education Coordinator
University of the Pacific 

Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy

Elaine Law, PharmD, BCPS, FCSHP is currently an Associate 
Clinical Professor at the University of the Pacific, Thomas J. 
Long School of Pharmacy. At the University, her primary role 
is managing students in their Advanced Pharmacy Practice 
Experience (APPE) clinical year in the San Jose area, serving in 
this role for 7 years. Her primary clinical practice areas where 
she precepts experiential students are in Internal Medicine 
and ambulatory care pharmacy, specifically in anticoagulation 
clinic and primary care. Dr. Law also consults for Lexi-
comp(R), an online clinical drug database and serves as the 
section editor for gastroenterology for published online 
modules through PharmacotherapyFirst(R).

Her past experience includes being the lead clinical pharmacist 
specializing in Adult General Surgery, Surgical Oncology, 
and Bariatric Surgery at the University of California,  San 
Francisco Medical Center for 6 years before transitioning 
into her current academic position.

Elaine Law is also actively involved with state and national 
professional organizations serving on several committees 
to advance the practice of pharmacy, particularly focusing 
on professional development and mentoring students and 
new practitioner pharmacists. She is currently a member 
on a national advisory committee addressing precepting 
and teaching with the American Society of Health System 
Pharmacists (ASHP). She previously served a 3 year elected 
term as a Board of Directors for the California Society of 
Health System Pharmacists and has helped shaped policy 
development as a state Delegate to ASHP.

Dr. Law graduated from UCLA with a B.S. in Molecular, Cell 
Developmental Biology and received her PharmD. from the 
University of California, San Francisco. She also completed a 
post graduate residency at the University of California, San 
Francisco Medical Center.

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Lead Clinical Pharmacist 
in Adult General 
Surgery, Surgical 

Oncology, and Bariatric 
Surgery at UCSF 
Medical Center

PHARMACIST PANEL
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Dr. Sharon Wu received her bachelor’s degree in 
Molecular & Cell Biology at Berkeley and then 
completed a four-year PharmD program at UCSD. 
Afterwards, Dr. Wu ventured into the Pacific Northwest 
for two years of pharmacy residency at UW Medicine 
in Seattle, WA (PGY-1) and Pacific University School 
of Pharmacy in Hillsboro, Oregon (PGY-2). She stayed 
on at Pacific University as an Assistant Professor 
and taught pulmonology and immunology as well as 
pharmacy skills. 

In 2019, Dr. Wu transitioned back to Seattle and now 
work as a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University 
of  Washington, where she has been helping to establish 
a new pharmacy school curriculum. In her current role, 
she works with students to develop skills necessary 
for patient care in outpatient and ambulatory care 
settings. Dr. Wu loves being in the classroom and 
finding creative ways to help pharmacy students 
understand difficult material, as well as challenging 
them to think critically. Now that pharmacists are 
being recognized as healthcare providers, she does 
believe that the opportunities in ambulatory care 
will continue to expand, and that patient care skills 
are essential for all graduating pharmacy students. 
 
Her advice for pre-pharmacy students:  When applying 
to pharmacy schools, be genuine both on paper and 
in person. Also, identify letter writers who know you 
personally and can write meaningful recommendations 
using specific examples to support your best qualities.

EDUCATION:

UC Berkeley, B.S.  
UCSD, PharmD

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Assistant Professor at 
Pacific University
Clinical Assistant 
Professor at the 

University of 
Washington

Dr. Sharon Wu, PharmD, BCACP
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Washington

PHARMACIST PANELPHARMACIST PANEL
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EDUCATION:

UC Berkeley, B.S.

UCSD PharmD 
Student

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Pharmacy Technician

Pre-pharmacy 
Volunteer 

Julia Albanez
P2 Pharmacy Student

University of California San Diego
Skaggs School of

Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Scienes 

Julia Albanez grew up in San Diego and is back in her 
hometown for pharmacy school at UCSD where she 
is currently a 2nd year pharmacy student. She went 
to UC Berkeley for undergrad where she majored 
in Molecular and Cell Biology - Cell Developmental 
Biology and graduated in 2020. Her interest in pursuing 
pharmacy began in her senior year of high school when 
she attended Pharmacy Day at UCSD where pharmacy 
students showed high schoolers what it meant to be a 
pharmacist and the impact they can make on patients. 

That began her journey to explore pharmacy at UC 
Berkeley where she joined the pre-pharmacy club 
PILLS, was a pre-pharmacy volunteer at Tang Center, 
and was a pharmacy technician at CVS Pharmacy. Her 
favorite part of being in pharmacy school is learning how 
medications act in the body to cause their therapeutic 
effect, it really helps you understand their mechanism 
of action and potential side effects for patients. 

Julia is interested in pursuing industry after pharmacy 
school. She has enjoyed learning about drug 
development in her classes and learning about the many 
different career paths pharmacists can have in industry. 
Her advice for pre-pharmacy students is to keep an 
open mind during undergrad and in pharmacy school 
for which field you want to pursue for a career because 
you will learn about many different career paths and 
you never know which of these will be your passion.

PHARMACIST STUDENT PANEL
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Lily Kim is a P1 student at the University of 
Michigan College of Pharmacy. She is from 
Seoul, Korea, and she went to UC Berkeley 
for her undergraduate education, where she 
majored in Molecular and Cell Biology.  She first 
got interested in pharmacy after witnessing 
her father take countless medications from a 
rare disease he has. She has worked at the 
Tang Center Pharmacy, was part of PILLS and 
NCPPS planning committee, was a research 
assistant at the Stahl Lab, and was the Korean 
Department Coordinator for VHIO. 

Her favorite aspect of pharmacy school is the 
small class size and being able to get to know 
professors really well. She is unsure about the 
specific field within pharmacy she would want 
to pursue in the future, but she is interested in 
managed care. One advice for pre-pharmacy 
students is to shadow as many pharmacists 
you can, since there are so many different 
fields within pharmacy.

EDUCATION:

UC Berkeley B.S.

University of Michigan 
PharmD Student

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Research Assistant at 
Stahl Lab

Korean Department 
Coordinator for VHIO

Lily Kim
P1 Pharmacy Student
University of Michigan
College of Pharmacy

PHARMACIST STUDENT PANEL
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Karissa Lapuz 
P2 Pharmacy Student

Touro University of California

Karissa Lapuz is a second-year pharmacy and Masters of 
Public Health dual degree student at Touro University 
California. She is a Bay Area native, and graduated from 
UC Berkeley in 2020 with a B.S. in Microbial Biology. At 
UC Berkeley, she served as Secretary for PILLS and was 
very involved in NCPPS, was a teaching assistant in the 
physiology and chemistry lab courses, began a DeCal 
about Pixar films, and pursued research in public health. 
Additionally, she volunteered at Valor Compounding 
Pharmacy and was a member of Berkeley Health 
Coaching. Throughout these experiences, she found 
passions in education, treating chronic conditions, 
and working with under-served communities. 
 
Karissa’s favorite aspects of pharmacy school are 
meeting new people with similar goals, learning from 
amazing professors, and finding out how to truly 
optimize patient care in all disease states. Currently, 
she is an intern at CVS Pharmacy, the President of 
Touro University’s APhA/ CPhA chapter, the volunteer 
coordinator for the Student Run Free Clinic, a member 
of the California Pharmacy Student Leadership 
(CAPSLEAD) team, the Vice President of Finance for 
her MPH class, and teaches 7th-8th graders about 
sexual health at a local Vallejo school. After graduation, 
she hopes to pursue a clinical residency. Her advice 
to pre-pharmacy students is to find your personal 
connection to pharmacy; your passions are what will 
help you stand out when applying. Try new activities, 
reach out to pharmacists, and find a support system 
along the way!

PHARMACIST STUDENT PANEL

EDUCATION:

UC Berkeley B.S.

Touro Univeristy of 
California, PharmD/M.A. 

Student

WORK EXPERIENCE:

PILLS Secretary
Volunteer Coordinator  
for Student Run Free 

Clinic
Valor Compounding 
Pharmacy Volunteer
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Representative: Dr. Mohamed Jalloh
Location: Vallejo, CA
Tuition: Resident: $44,152 (1st yr);
$43,000 (2nd, 3rd, and 4th yr)
Programs: PharmD, PharmD/MPH
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: Yes
Rolling Admission: Yes
School website:  https://admissions.tu.edu/

Touro University California

PHARMACY SCHOOL FAIR: IN-STATE

Representative: Joel W. Gonzales
Location: San Francisco, CA
Tuition: Resident: $53,567/year
Non Resident: $65,812/year
Programs: PharmD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  No
School website:  pharmd.ucsf.edu

University of California, San Francisco

Representative: Dr. James Colbert
Location: La Jolla, CA
Tuition: Resident: $46,210.51/year (all years)
Non Resident: $58,455.51/year (1st year, then 
eligible to apply for in-state tuition)
Programs: PharmdD, PharmD/PhD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  No
School website: https://pharmacy.ucsd.edu

University of California, San Diego
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Representative: Maya Smith
Location: Pomona, CA
Tuition: $51,649 (1st, 2nd, 3rd yr);
$51,975 (4th yr)
Programs: PharmD, MSPS
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission: Yes
School website:  https://prospective.western.edu/pharmacy/

Western University of Health Sciences

PHARMACY SCHOOL FAIR: IN-STATE

Representative: Dr. Megan Nguyen
Location: Irvine, CA
Tuition: Resident: $49,032.96
Non Resident: $61,277.96
Programs: PharmD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website: https://pharmsci.uci.edu/pharm-d/

University of California, Irvine

Representative: Kamika Phillips and Dr. Gail Orum
Location: Claremont, CA
Tuition: $48,400/year
Programs: PharmD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: Yes
Rolling Admission: Yes
School website:https://www.kgi.edu/academics/
degrees-certificates/doctor-of-pharmacy/

Keck Graduate Institute
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Representative: Allison Bryant
Location: Los Angeles, CA
Tuition: $60,896
Programs: PharmD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission: Yes
School website:  https://pharmacyschool.usc.edu/

University of Southern California School of Pharmacy

PHARMACY SCHOOL FAIR: IN-STATE

Representative: Tony Potter
Location: Hillsboro, OR
Tuition: Resident: $51,640
Non Resident: $51,640
Programs: PharmD and MS in 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website:  www.pacificu.edu/pharmacy/admissions

Pacific University Oregon

PHARMACY SCHOOL FAIR: OUT-OF-STATE

Keck Graduate Institute

Representative: Cindi Schaefer
Location: Chicago, IL & Rockford, IL
Tuition: $30,000/year
Programs: PharmD, PhD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission: Yes
School website:  https://pharmacy.uic.edu/

University of Illinois Chicago College of Pharmacy
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Representative: Tracey Niimi
Location: Hilo, Hawaii
Tuition: Resident: $12,048/semester
Non Resident: $20,520/semester
Programs: PharmD, PhD
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website:  pharmacy.uhh.hawaii.edu

University of Hawaii at Hilo 
Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy

Representative: Sonnia C. Moon
Location: Atlanta, GA
Tuition: Resident: $39,409/year
Non Resident: $39,409/year
Programs: PharmD; (PhD) in pharmaceutical 
sciences; six combined degree programs
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website:  https://pharmacy.mercer.edu/

Mercer University College of Pharmacy

Representative: Dr. Dustin Christensen-Grant
Location: Henderson, Nevada & South Jordan, Utah
Tuition: Resident: $56,000/ year 
Non Resident: $56,000/ year 
Programs: PharmD (3-year program)
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website:  pharmacy.roseman.edu

Roseman University of Health Sciences 

PHARMACY SCHOOL FAIR: OUT-OF-STATE
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Representative: Dean Mark Nelson
Location: Ann Arbor, Michigan
Tuition: P1-P3: $33,206/year Resident; 
$39, 056/year Out State
P4: $49,455 Resident/ $58,177 Out State
Programs: PharmD, PhD, BSPS, MSIPS
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website:  pharmacy.umich.edu

University of Michigan College of Pharmacy

Representative: Cassie Lanier Tietz
Location: Minneapolis/Duluth, MN
Tuition: Resident: $27, 864/year
Nonresident: $40,800/year
Programs: PharmD; PharmD/MBA; 
PharmD/MHI; PharmD/MPH
PCAT required: PCAT optional
Early Decision: No
Rolling Admission:  Yes
School website:  pharmd.umn.edu

University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy 

Representative: Lynn Hermanson
Location: Seattle, Washington
Tuition: Resident: $34,335/year
Non Resident: $56,580
Programs: PharmD; PharmD/MBA; PharmD/PhD; 
PharmD/MS
PCAT required: No
Early Decision: Yes
Rolling Admission: Yes
School website:  https://sop.washington.edu/

University of Washington School of Pharmacy

PHARMACY SCHOOL FAIR: OUT-OF-STATE
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Touro University
Dr. Mohamed Jalloh: mjalloh@touro.
edu

University of California,  San Francisco
Joel W. Gonzales: Joel.Gonzales@ucsf.
edu

University of California, San Diego
Dr. James Colbert: jcjcolbert53@gmail.
com

Western University of Health Sciences
Maya Smith: mayasmith@westernu.edu

University of California, Irvine
Dr. Megan Nguyen: megan.nguyen@uci.
edu 

Keck Graduate Institute
Kamika Phillips: kphillips@kgi.edu
Dr. Gail Orum: Gail_Orum@kgi.edu

University of Southern California
Allison Bryant: abryant@usc.edu

University of Illinois
Cindi Schaefer: cschaef@uic.edu

Pacific University Oregon
Tony Potter: pharmd@pacificu.edu

University of Hawaii at Hilo 
Tracey Niimi: tniimi@hawaii.edu

Mercer University
Sonnia C. Moon: Moon_sc@mercer.
edu

Roseman University of Health Sciences
Dr. Dustin Christensen-Grant: 
dgrant@roseman.edu

University of Michigan
Dean Mark Nelson: mnelson@med.
umich.edu

University of Minnesota
Cassie Lanier Tietz: lanie008@umn.
edu

University of Washington
Lynn Hermanson: lynnherm@uw.edu
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Since 2007, Joel Gonzales has been 
the Director of Admissions at the 
University of California, San Francisco 
School of Pharmacy. Born and raised in 
Modesto, California’s Central Valley, Mr. 
Gonzales attended the University of 
San Diego, where he majored in Speech 
Communication and Leadership Studies. 
He then relocated to pursue graduate 
studies (Organization & Leadership in 
Higher Education) at the University of 
San Francisco, where he also worked 
for several years in Student Affairs. Mr. 
Gonzales has been with UCSF School 
of Pharmacy since 2001.

EDUCATION:

Speech 
Communication 
and Leadership 

Studies at UCSD, 
Graduate School at 

UCSF

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Student Affairs at UCSF

University of California, San 
Francisco School of Pharmacy

Joel W. Gonzales 
Director of Admissions

UCSF School of Pharmacy

The UCSF Pharm.D. curriculum prepares inquisitive 
students with the critical thinking skills, strong science 
and therapeutics knowledge, and patient focus needed 
to improve the health of patients today and into 
the future. Session attendees will learn more about 
UCSF’s three-year program, including admissions 
policies and deadlines.

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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The University of Michigan College of Pharmacy, created in 1876, was the first school of pharmacy 
established in a state university.  We are widely recognized as one of the top pharmacy schools 
in the world and are consistently ranked among the top ten Colleges of Pharmacy in the United 
States.  Our well-earned reputation for academic and research excellence makes Michigan’s 
PharmD and PhD programs among the most sought out in the U.S.  Contributing to our standing is 
our enviable record of faculty and alumni success. No college of pharmacy has had — or continues 
to have — a greater positive impact on the world than has the University of Michigan College of 
Pharmacy.   We place emphasis on the need for strong research skills on our students.  Our large 
and influential national network of loyal alumni has made a Michigan Pharmacy degree synonymous 
with professional and scientific achievement of the highest order.  Located on the central campus 
of the renowned University of Michigan, the College is steps from a major life sciences institute, a 
top-ranked teaching hospital and medical center, and a comprehensive range of nationally-ranked 
schools, colleges departments, and institutes. If your goal is to acquire a one-of-a-kind education, 
you will not find greater opportunity than that offered at the University of Michigan College of 
Pharmacy.

EDUCATION:

BS from University
of Michigan

WORK EXPERIENCE:

30+ years in student 
services and 
admissions

University of Michigan
College of Pharmacy

Dean Mark Nelson
Assistant Dean for Student Services and 

Admissions

Mark Nelson is the Assistant Dean for Student 
Services and Admissions for the University 
of Michigan College of Pharmacy.  He holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the University 
of Michigan and has over 30 years of experience 
in student services and admissions. His advice to 
pre-pharmacy students is to believe in yourself 
and your ability to make a difference in the lives 
and general well-being of those you desire to 
serve.  Dean Nelson believes that is is important 
that prospective students investigate their desire 
to succeed in a rewarding career in pharmacy by 
volunteering and gaining experience in health-
related settings.

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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Cassie Lanier Tietz is the Admissions 
Coordinator for the University of Minnesota 
College of Pharmacy, PharmD program. She 
holds a Bachelor of Applied Science from the 
University of Minnesota Duluth. What Cassie 
enjoys most about her job is her ability to travel 
and connect with prospective students from 
all over the United States. She enjoys meeting 
with students to discuss their application and 
help answer questions during the admissions 
process. Her advice for current pre-pharmacy 
students is to find work and/or volunteer 
experiences within healthcare or pharmacy 
settings!

EDUCATION:

Bachelor of 
Applied Science 

from University of 
Minnesota Duluth

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Connect with prospective 
students

University of Minnesota 
College of Pharmacy

Cassie Lanier Tietz 
Admissions Coordinator

Join Cassie to learn more about the PharmD program at the 
University of Minnesota! Founded in 1892, the University of 
Minnesota College of Pharmacy is recognized as one of the 
outstanding pharmacy research and education institutions 
in the world. The College’s PharmD program is consistently 
ranked among the top in the nation. Its four-year program 
consists of three years didactic curriculum with an integrated 
experiential component, and a fourth year of experiential 
clinical work. Since its founding, the College has been a 
national leader in education, practice, research, and policy.

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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The University of  Southern California’s 
School of Pharmacy information session will 
provide an insight about the innovations, 
opportunities, and student life in this program.

Join Allison Bryant to learn more about what 
USC’s PharmD program has to offer, how to 
apply, and what the admission requirements 
are.  Learn about what makes a strong 
applicant for this program and ask questions!

University of Southern California
School of Pharmacy

Allison Bryant
M.S. Ed.

Associate Director of Recruitment and 
Outreach

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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Lynn Hermanson is the Associate Director of Recruitment 
and Admissions for the University of  Washington, 
School of Pharmacy.  She was born and raised in Seattle, 
Washington and attended Washington State University, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
and a Master of Education in Student Affairs. Over the 
last 16 years, she has worked in a variety of student-
supporting roles in higher education and her motivation 
for continuing in these positions is two-fold. She loves 
having the opportunity to meet and connect with 
individuals from all walks of life and assisting them in 
obtaining their personal and educational goals. In addition, 
she was a First-Generation student and can appreciate the 
challenges, but most importantly the successes, college 
students experience.  She simply enjoys being a part of 
the “village” of faculty and staff who help students navigate 
the complexities of higher education.  While she is not a 
pharmacist, she values the expertise they bring to health 
care teams and their positive impact on the well-being of 
our communities. It’s exciting to help guide students along 
their journey in pursuing pharmacy education at one of the 
top 10 pharmacy schools in the nation.  Seeing students 
progress from the point of interest to graduation, in a field 
that benefits others, is mutually beneficial.  Her advice 
for pre-pharmacy students is to plan ahead and prepare, 
thoroughly research programs of interest, find mentorship 
or opportunities for exposure to the profession and ask 
for help when needed.   

EDUCATION:

B.A. in Business 
Administration

Master of Education 
in Student Affairs

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Student-supporting roles in 
higher education

University of Washington 
School of Pharmacy

Lynn Hermanson 
MEd

Associate Director of Recruitment and 
Admissions

The University of Washington Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) 
information session will provide an overview of the program 
curriculum and features, application process, admission 
requirements and the opportunity for students to ask questions.

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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The UCSD Workshop will  
focus on how students can 
be successful in navigating the 
admissions process at UCSD. 
The workshop will also discuss 
general ways that students 
can specifically prepare for          
interviews.

EDUCATION:

BA in Biological Sciences 
from UC Berkeley, PharmD 
from UCSF. fellowship with

American Associaton of 
College of Pharmacy

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Pediatric pharmacist, 
Clinical manager, 

Professor, Academic 
administrator, US army 

officer

University of California, San Diego
Skaggs School of Pharmacy and  

Pharmaceutical Sciences

Dr. James Colbert
PharmD

Emeritus Professor of Pharmacy
Dr. James Colbert, PharmD, is a Professor Emeritus and the 
Founding Associate Dean for Experiential Education at the 
UCSD Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. 
He is a member of the Admissions and Outreach and Education, 
Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) committees at Skaggs. He was 
born in Berkeley and graduated from John F. Kennedy High 
School in Richmond, California. He received a BA in Biological 
Sciences from U.C. Berkeley (Go Bears!) and a Doctor of 
Pharmacy (PharmD) degree from the University of California, 
San Francisco, School of Pharmacy. He completed a fellowship 
with the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Dr. Colbert was influenced by a pharmacist in Richmond to 
become a pharmacist and has practiced in the profession for 
over 40 years. Dr. Colbert has had numerous experiences in 
the profession, including pediatric pharmacist, clinical manager, 
professor, academic administrator (associate dean), and U.S. 
army officer. Dr. Colbert was a pharmacy officer for 10 years 
in the military. He completed combat medical and peacekeeping 
deployments in the middle east (Persian Gulf War, Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm) and Bosnia. 

He has participated in several professional organizations 
including the California Pharmacist Association, the California 
Society of Health-System Pharmacists, the American Pharmacists 
Association, the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists, 
and the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy. He is 
well published and has delivered presentations at state, national, 
and international venues. Dr. Colbert enjoys helping patients 
and being both a teacher and student as a pharmacist. He is 
currently an Independent Pharmacist Consultant and a member 
of the California Society of Health-System Pharmacists Board of 
Directors. Dr. Colbert sees pharmacy continuing to be patient 
centered with pharmacists playing more prominent roles as 
providers. His advice to pre-pharmacy students: Network, 
Network, Network!

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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Dr. Gupta grew up in San Gabriel, CA and went to University 
of the Pacific for pre-pharmacy and pharmacy school.  
After graduation, he completed a 1-year residency and 
2-year cardiovascular research fellowship at VA San Diego. 
During that time, he enjoyed the clinical research aspect 
and pursued a career in academia. He serves as Assistant 
Dean of External Relations where he engages with alumni, 
corporate partners, and prospective students. The best part 
about this new role is forming relationships with people 
and working together to enhance the WesternU College 
of Pharmacy.  He chose a career in academia because he 
enjoys learning new things and imparting that knowledge 
to others.  He is also very involved in the profession and 
being in academia allows him the flexibility to continue 
to serve. He is involved with the California Pharmacists 
Association (President 2010), Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical 
Fraternity (National President 2013-2015), the National 
Lipid Association (Pacific Region President 2019-2020), and 
others.  

His general advice for pre-pharmacy students is to take 
advantage of all the opportunities that come your way.  The 
profession of pharmacy is an amazing one with so many 
different aspects: scientific knowledge, team-based care, 
patient education, leadership, etc.  So develop a robust 
knowledge-base, learn how to work together in teams, step 
outside of your comfort zone and take on leadership roles, 
develop effective communication skills, etc.  As doors open 
and you walk through them, you never know where you 
will end up!  He never thought he’d be the president of 
California pharmacists!  He wishes the beest of luck to you 
all in your careers!  He hope to see you during the event, 
and in the future at WesternU!”

EDUCATION:

University of the Pacific, 
PharmD

VA San Diego, 
Cardiovascular Research 

Fellow
WORK EXPERIENCE:

Assistant Dean of 
External Relations at 
WesternU College of 

Pharmacy

Pharmacy School Interview Skills

Dr. Eric Gupta 
Assistant Dean of

 External Relations
Western University of 

Health Sciences

Do you want to master 
the skills for pharmacy 
school interviews? Join the 
Pharmacy School Interview 
Skills workshop and get 
basic interview skills which 
includes appropriate attire, 
interview preparation, and 
many more advice!

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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EDUCATION:

UC Berkeley, B.S.

UCSF PharmD 

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Pharmacy 
Representative for 

Children’s Health Hut

Inpatient Pharmacy 
Intern

P1 Representative for 
PhAMLI

Selena Li is a P1 pharmacy student at UCSF School 
of Pharmacy. She grew up in San Francisco, California 
and completed her undergraduate education at 
UC Berkeley, majoring in Nutritional Sciences and 
Toxicology and minoring in Data Science. Her interest 
in pharmacy grew in PILLS, where she served as 
Vice President and was very involved in NCPPS all 4 
years. At Berkeley, she was involved in public health 
research, the Basic Needs Center team, and mentored 
high school students through Matriculate. She also 
worked as a pharmacy technician at Walgreens and 
taught the pharmacy portion in the Pre-Health DeCal.  
 
Currently, Selena is involved in organizations at UCSF, 
where she is a P1 Representative for Pharmacy Alliance 
for Mentorship, Leadership and Information (PhAMLI), 
Pharmacy Representative for Children’s Health Hut, 
and a brother of Phi Delta Chi. She also interns in the 
inpatient pharmacy at the UCSF Medical Center. After 
graduation, she hopes to pursue residency. Her advice 
to pre-pharmacy students is to have an open-mind and 
to take advantage of opportunities to gain experience, 
whether it’s pharmacy, leadership, or something 
completely new! 

PharmCAS

Selena Li
P1 Student

University of California, San Francisco

This workshop will provide information about the important 
aspects of the PharmCAS application and how to be a strong 
applicant, from the perspective of 2 current pharmacy students 
who have recently gone through the process!

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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This workshop will provide information about the important 
aspects of the PharmCAS application and how to be a strong 
applicant, from the perspective of 2 current pharmacy students 
who have recently gone through the process!

EDUCATION:

B.A. Molecular and Cell Biology, 
UC Berkelley

EXPERIENCES:

Pre-Pharmacy Informational 
Learning and Leadership 

Society, President

CVS Pharmacy Technician

Inpatient Pharmacy Intern at 
Kaiser Permanente

Pharmacy Intern, CVS

PharmCAS

Lisa Wu 
P1 Student

University of Calfiornia, San Francisco

Lisa Wu is a first-year pharmacy student at UCSF. She 
is from the East Bay and graduated from UC Berkeley 
in 2021 with a bachelor’s degree in Molecular and 
Cell Biology. In undergrad, Lisa joined PILLS as a 
freshman and served as President her senior year. She 
was also a pharmacy technician at CVS, involved with 
undergraduate research, and was an NCPPS planning 
committee member every year! Now in pharmacy 
school, Lisa is an inpatient pharmacy intern at Kaiser 
Permanente and pharmacy intern at CVS. She is also 
involved in other organizations on campus including 
American Pharmacist’s Association, UCSF’s Shelter 
Clinic, and community outreach to raise awareness for 
cardiovascular disease. Lisa hopes to explore pharmacy 
practice in oncology, infectious disease, or cardiology 
and pursue a PGY-1 after graduation. Lisa’s advice to any 
pre-pharmacy student is to take opportunities to get 
involved in pharmacy practice such as volunteering or 
working as a pharmacy technician to get exposure to the 
workflow and patient care. Additionally, don’t be afraid to 
reach out to upperclassmen with any questions as they 
give great advice! That being said, Lisa is more than happy 
to answer any questions you might have, so feel free to 
send an email!

PHARMACY SCHOOL INFORMATION WORKSHOP
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SPONSORS

The Pre-Pharmacy Informational Learning and
Leadership Society would like to acknowledge and show
our deepest gratitude to the following institutions for
their generous support and sponsorship of the
15th Northern California Pre-Pharmacy Symposium.
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PILLS EXECUTIVE BOARD 
2021-2022

Noelle Bustria
President

Lisa Qiu
Vice President

Vicki Tran
Public Relations Chair

Elly Kung
Secretary

Serena He
Treasurer

Kailey Lee
General Affairs

Mirai Kii
Webmaster

Hannah Kim
NCPPS Co-Chair

Joshua Calangian
NCPPS Co-Chair
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NCPPS COMMITTEES

NCPPS Chairs: Joshua Calangian & Hannah Kim

Registration: Lisa Qiu, Kailey Lee,  Alisa Koay, Minji Kim

Gifts: Mirai Kii, Bella Cheng, Ellie Liang, Lila Wijaya

Programs: Vicki Tran, Elly Kung, Danielle Mei Avelino, Odelia 
Simon

Publicity: Noelle Bustria, Serena He, Sue Lee, Sagrika Sethi
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https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~pills/NCPPS.html

NCPPS Website:

PILLS CONTACT INFORMATION

https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~pills/

PILLS Website:

pills.prepharmacy@gmail.com

PILLS E-mail:
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tHaNk yoU For atteNdING tHe 
15tH NortHerN CaliForNia 
Pre-PHarMaCy syMPosiUM


