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Message From The 
President  

David Paulo Felipe 
 

Welcome to the 2008ð2009 academic year and 
the Undergraduate Political Science Association! 
We are currently the premier club of the Political 
Science Department serving an approximately 
70 current members. UPSA is a non-partisan 
organization and our objective is to hold various 
events during the year to the benefit of its 
members. These include the Great Debate, Peer 
Advising Night, Student-Faculty Dinner, and 
more. We help students grow in their political 
curiosity, guide them in their academic 
endeavors, and provide them the opportunity to 
meet other students and faculty. 
 
In addition, for our members, I strongly 
encourage you to get involved with UPSA. 
Carefully consider becoming more active in our 
organization by joining a committee or taking 
part in the leadership. We have the Executive 
Board (elected) that manages the day-to-day 
operations of the association and several 
committee chairs (appointed) that organize and 
carry out our events. 
 
Lastly, I want to wish everyone good luck with 
the coming months as you experience the 
Berkeley campus for either the first time or once 
again. Have fun, smile, and GO BEARS!  
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

      
      
      
      
      
      
       

 
Messag e From  

The Editor  
Alex Hirsch 

 
Fall Semester 2008 is now in session! As the 
Editor-in-Chief of The Monthly Politick, I would 
like to welcome all new and returning students to 
Cal, and especially to UPSA. 
 
Although UPSA is a non-partisan club, this 
newsletter seeks to be a voice of all political 
science students on campus. While our news 
articles are written to be unbiased, we 
encourage editorials from both the liberal and 
conservative points-of-view in order to capture 
all perspectives.  
 
In this monthôs issue, we discuss Iranôs testing of 
its Shahab-3 missile, review highlights of the 
summer campaigning for the Presidential 
election, and feature a special interview with 
California Lieutenant Governor John Garamendi. 
 
I invite all of you to join the staff of the Monthly 
Politick. Everyone is welcome, regardless of 
political affiliation, area of study, or level in 
school. This semester, the Monthly Politick is in 
need of an Executive Staff Editor, Content 
Editor, Design Editor, and staff writers. If you are 
interested in these positions, I ask that you 
contact me at our first general meeting on 
September 3, 2008 or write to 
upsa.newsletter@gmail.com.  
 
On behalf of the Monthly Politick, I welcome you 
to UPSA and wish you good luck for this 
upcoming year. 
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Iran's Sha hab - 3: 

Using a Missile Test 
as Means for 

Diplomacy  
By Alex Hirsch  

 

Over the summer, Iran's Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard demonstrated its 

military power to the international 

community during Great Prophet III, a 

missile test and war games exercise 

conducted on July 9 and July 10. Iran 

claimed its military exercise was a response 

to an extensive mock war game carried out 

by the Israeli Armed Forces earlier this 

summer in the Mediterranean Sea and to the 

presence of American naval units near 

Iranian waters.  

 

Iran fired nine missiles from a remote desert 

location, including one Shahab-3 missile. 

According to the Iranian state-run media, the 

Shehab-3 has a range of up to 2000 

kilometers, meaning the missile has the 

ability to strike points across the entire 

Middle East. Experts say that the Shahab-3 

has a distinctive nosecone that is designed 

for carrying a nuclear warhead.  

 

Iranian Air Force commander Hossein 

Salami stated after the missile test, "We 

warn the enemies who intend to threaten us 

with military exercises and empty 

psychological operations that our hand will 

always be on the trigger and our missiles 

will always be ready to launch." 

 

The July test appropriately alarmed the 

United States and Israel, a country whose  

 

 

 

 

 

 

existence has repeatedly been threatened by 

Iran's leaders. US Secretary of Defense 

Robert Gates called the missile test "a real 

threat," and both presidential candidates 

released statements in response to the 

missile test.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John McCain said Iran's test showed the 

need for a more effective missile defense 

system. "The most recent missile tests 

demonstrate again the dangers it poses to its 

neighbors and to the wider region, especially 

Israel. Iran's missile tests...demonstrate the 

need for effective missile defense now and 

in the future." 

 

Barack Obama responded by saying a 

combination of tough diplomacy and 

heightened sanctions should be used with 

Iran. " ... These missile tests demonstrate 

once again that we need to change our 

policy to deal aggressively with the threat 

posed by the Iranian regime. ... Iran now 

poses the greatest strategic challenge to the 

United States in the region in a generation." 
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The Bush administration appeared to use 

parts of both candidates' policies as it 

attempted to respond to Iran. While the 

placement of American missile systems in 

the region continued to move forward, the 

United States and Iran used the heightened 

rhetoric and threat of the Shahab-3 firing as 

an impetus for renewed diplomatic 

negotiations. William Burns, the US Under-

Secretary of State was sent to join talks in 

Geneva between Javier Solana, the 

European Union's foreign policy chief, and 

Saeed Jalili, an Iranian negotiator, who 

attempted to forge an agreement to suspend 

Iran's uranium enrichment. Sending 

Undersecretary Burns to the talks was 

noteworthy because he was the highest 

ranking American official to negotiate with 

the Iranians since diplomatic relations were 

severed between the US and Iran in 1979. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of the talks was to find out how 

Iran would respond to economic incentives 

to suspend its nuclear activity. Iran claims 

its nuclear program is strictly for civilian  

purposes, designed to meet its energy needs, 

but Israel and the US believe that Iran is also 

interested in the military use of uranium 

enrichment for the construction of nuclear 

weapons. The talks focused on a "freeze-for- 

freeze" formula where a freeze of Iran's 

nuclear program would be matched by a 

Western pledge to stop further economic 

sanctions. 

 

The talks ultimately failed to reach an 

agreement and Iran continues to refuse to 

back down in the face of Western sanctions. 

However, there is hope that the US is 

beginning to take negotiations with Iran 

seriously and that the dispatching of an 

American diplomat was not a one-time 

occasion. 
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Summer Highlights 

of the 2008 
Presidential Election  

By Alex Hirsch  

 

Like all good Cal students, Iôm sure you 
paid careful attention to the Presidential 
primaries during the past spring 
semester. It was almost impossible not 
to follow what was going on, with 
Obama crowds flooding the campus, 
Ron Paul signs at every turn, and tables 
for nearly every candidate on Sproul. 
But it can be difficult to pay attention 
during the summer, when intense 
primaries give way to a lackluster start 
of a general election and students 
forego the news cycle and engage in 
summer pursuits. Fortunately, Iôve 
compiled a list of highlights to get you 
back in the know just in time for the 
Democratic and Republican National 
Conventions and the beginning of the 
contentious battle towards Election Day: 
 

¶ June 7, 2008: Hillary Clinton 

officially announces the suspension 

of her presidential campaign and 

fully endorses Barack Obama. 

Crazed Hillary supporters form the 

group known as PUMA (Party Unity 

My A**) and refuse to support 

Barack Obama for President. 

¶ June 12, 2008: Ron Paul officially 

suspends his presidential campaign. 

College campuses nationwide 

breathe a sigh of relief as "Ron Paul 

Revolution" signs and graffiti slowly 

fade away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ June 20, 2008: Barack Obama 

reveals a new campaign seal that 

looks strikingly like the official 

Presidential seal, complete with a 

bald eagle and a phrase in Latin 

(although Obama's phrase is the  

Latin translation of his "Yes We 

Can"). The seal is intensely 

unpopular and gives ammunition to 

critics who say Obama is 

presumptuous and arrogant. 

¶ June 24, 2008: In an interview, John 

McCain admits that he is illiterate 

when it comes to computers and "has 

to rely on my wife for all the 

assistance I can get." Young voters 

immediately question the ability of a 

potential commander-in-chief who 

cannot use email or Wikipedia, while 

a McCain spokesman fails to 

reassure the electorate with the 

announcement that "John McCain is 

aware of the internet." 

¶ June 27, 2008: Barack Obama and 

Hillary Clinton make their first joint 

appearance since Hillary ended her 

campaign in the town of Unity, New 

Hampshire. The unincorporated 

community of Harmony, Arkansas 

and the town of Accord, New York 

sadly miss out on their once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity for fame. 

¶ June 29, 2008: Wesley Clark, 

former Supreme Allied Commander 

Europe of NATO and Democratic 

presidential candidate in 2004, 

questions John McCain's military 

experience and says being a POW 

doesn't necessarily make for a good 

commander-in-chief. Subsequently,  
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Clark's chances of being picked as 

Obama's running mate fall quicker 

than a fighter plane shot down over 

Vietnam. 

¶ July 10, 2008:  Phil Gramm, a 

former Republican Senator and John  

McCain's senior economic advisor, 

asserts in an interview the country is 

not in a recession and that America 

has "become a nation of whiners." 

McCain threatens to exile Gramm to 

the post of ambassador to Belarus 

and Gramm soon steps down from 

the campaign. 

¶ July 21, 2008:  The cover of this 

week's The New Yorker shows 

Barack and Michelle Obama as 

militant Muslim extremists fist-

bumping in the Oval Office while a 

portrait of Osama Bin Laden hangs 

over a fireplace filled with a burning 

American flag. Americans without a 

sense of satire denounce the 

horrendous depiction while the 

subscribed readers to The New 

Yorker pooh-pooh the criticism and 

return to their meal of caviar. 

¶ July 22, 2008:  Barack Obama leaves 

for a seven-nation tour of the Middle 

East and Europe where he meets 

with the leaders of Iraq, Afghanistan, 

Israel, Germany, France, and 

England. Most of the American news 

corps, including the three network 

anchors, follow him abroad; John 

McCain gamely hands out 

credentials to his traveling press that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

read: "McCain Press Corps...JV 

Squad" 

¶ July 30, 2008:  Barack Obama tells 

an audience that regularly inflating 

our tires properly can save just as 

much energy as increasing offshore 

drilling. John McCain pounces on 

the statement and derides Obama's  

energy plan as nothing more than a 

tire gauge. 

¶ August 1, 2008: John McCain 

launches an ad that calls Barack 

Obama a celebrity and compares him 

to Brittney Spears and Paris Hilton. 

This occurs after the Hilton family 

donates funds to McCain's campaign, 

prompting Jon Stewart of The Daily 

Show to call it the "Dick Move of 

the Week." 

¶ August 6, 2008: Paris Hilton 

releases a parody ad in which she 

details her energy policy that would 

allow for limited offshore oil drilling 

combined with tax incentives for 

hybrid car manufacturers. Several 

people in the media and government 

praise the merits of the Paris Hilton 

energy plan--no joke. 

¶ August 16, 2008: Barack Obama 

and John McCain are interviewed on 

the same day by Pastor Rick Warren 

at Saddleback Church. Viewers are 

assured that McCain is in a "cone of 

silence" and cannot hear Obama's 

answers before it is his turn to 

answer, but it is later revealed that 

McCain was in his car at the time. 

Over-intense bloggers across the 

nation work themselves into a fury at  
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the potential that McCain could have 

cheated during this unofficial Q & A 

session. 

¶ August 23, 2008: Barack Obama 

announces his selection of Senator 

Joe Biden to be his running mate. 

The awkwardness between the two 

has apparently decreased since Biden 

called Obama "the first mainstream 

African American who is articulate 

and bright and clean and a nice-

looking guy." 

¶ August 29, 2008: John McCain 

announces his selection of Governor 

Sarah Palin to be his running mate. 

Palin has apparently overcome the 

doubts she voiced in July when she 

said, "But as for that VP talk all the 

time, Iôll tell you, I still canôt answer 

that question until somebody 

answers for me what is it exactly that 

the VP does every day?" 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Fun Facts About the 

2008 Presidential 

Election  
By Alex Hirsch  

 

¶ This is the first Presidential election 

where the winning ticket will not be 

comprised of two Caucasian males. 

¶ This is the first Presidential election 

where both major Presidential 

candidates were born outside of the 

continental United States (Barack 

Obama was born in Hawaii and John 

McCain was born in the Canal Zone 

in Panama). 

¶ This is the first Presidential election 

where two sitting senators will run 

against each other for President. 

¶ ** Only 2 sitting senatorsð

Warren Harding in 1920 and 

John F. Kennedy in 1960ð

have ever been elected 

President. Tragically, both 

died during their first term as 

President. 

¶ If elected, John McCain will be the 

oldest President upon ascension to 

the presidency at age 72 and 144 

days on January 20, 2009. 

¶ This election features the largest age 

disparity ever between the two major 

presidential candidates, with a 24 

year and 340 day age difference 

between Barack Obama and John 

McCain. 
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Meet Lieutenant 
Governor John 

Garamendi  
By Alex Hirsch  

 

On August 7, I had the privilege to 
interview Californiaôs Lieutenant 

Governor John Garamendi. A proud Cal 
alumnus from the class of 1966, 

Garamendi shared his thoughts about 
political activism among youth today, his 

recent decision to run for governor in 
2010, and his efforts to stop student fee 

increases as a UC Regent: 
 

Lieutenant Governor Garamendi, what 

inspired you to become active in politics? 

 

Well, first a Berkeley education in the 

1960s. If you were going to Berkeley in the 

1960s, you were involved in politics. You 

were involved in the war, involved in civil 

rights issueséall of those things. After we 

graduated in 1966, my wife Patti and I went 

into the Peace Corps and we observed 

America from outside during a period of 

time when the Civil Rights Movement was 

very, very strong. We watched the rest of the 

world watch America and observed it. It was 

also the time when Martin Luther King and 

Kennedy were killed, assassinated. And 

when we came back, the Vietnam War was 

still under way. And there was Watergate. 

And we simply decided that we had to get 

involved. So I decided to run for the State 

Assembly. I was 27 years old at the time. I 

became the youngest member in the 

assembly when I won that race. We didnôt 

know what to do so I knocked on doors,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

virtually every door in the district. And I 

spent $16,000 and won. 

 

Since the 1960s were such a tumultuous 

decade, do you think there is a difference 

in the level of political awareness between 

your generation of Cal students and my 

generation of Cal students? 

 

Certainly, absolutely there is. In the 60s and 

early 70s, it was a very tumultuous time in 

America. The Peace Movement, the Civil 

Rights Movement, and then Watergate on 

top of itéall of those things were going on 

so the students were deeply involved. It was 

common to have huge civil marches, anti-

war marches, civil rights marches and the 

rest. It was a generation of people who were 

seriously engaged in changing the country. 

And in many ways we did. Not always 

successfully, but we certainly shook things 

up. 

 

Youôve had a long career of changing the 

country with all the different positions in 

state government that youôve had. Now 

youôve recently announced youôre 

running for governor in 2010. Why do 

you believe you are qualified for that 

position? 

 

I have had a marvelous journey in public 

policy. The legislature, Lieutenant Governor 

now, Deputy Secretary of the Interior, and 8 

years as Insurance Commissioner spread out 

over a 16 year period of time. I've handled 

heavy administrative tasks at the 

Department of the Interior: 70,000 

employees spread out across the entire 

world. Dissimilarly, but nonetheless 
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experience with administrative tasks, was 

the Department of Insurance where I simply 

said that it's time for people to have this 

government protect them, to care for their 

needs, and we did that with the Department 

of Insurance. We became the best consumer 

protection agency in America. We took on 

the strongest, most powerful economic 

interest group in this nation, which happens 

to be the insurance industry, and we won. 

We delivered over 34 billion dollars in 

reduced premiums in just the years that I 

was involved. And during my years as a 

legislator, I was a person who sought to get 

things done and got them done. It sometimes 

took very long difficult negotiations. Tahoe, 

welfare reform, tax reforms...we wrote the 

entire California personal and corporate 

income tax codes. We set up a new welfare 

system; the emergency medical systems of 

California today are the same as my law 

established in the early 80s, including 

paramedics, trauma centers and the like. I 

was involved in many, many education 

issues along the way. The university. And 

now once again as Lieutenant Governor, 

aggressively reaching out to deal with the 

education issues. The University of 

California. It's disgusting, it's sad, and it's 

very detrimental whatôs happened to the 

University of California and the state 

university system. The public is ignoring 

this critical economic engine.  In 1990, the 

public supported the University of 

California, $15,000 per student. In 2006 and 

2007, it was $10,000 per student. What was 

once the greatest free public education in the 

world is no longer the greatest and it 

certainly isnôt free. The only tax that has  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

been approved by the legislature as of today 

is a tax on students. And thatôs stupid. I was 

chairman of the Revenue and Taxation 

Committee for 4 years and Iôm telling you 

that is a stupid tax. Other taxes may be 

stupid, but no tax is more stupid than taxing 

the future wealth generation, which is 

students.  If they canôt afford it, they donôt 

go to school, and if they don't go to school, 

they can't afford it. Anyways, Iôve got 

experience. Ióm a man who gets things done. 

I donôt stand on the sidelines--I get in the 

middle of the field and fight it out. Iôve done 

that successfully here and in Washington 

DC--as Insurance Commissioner, as 

Lieutenant Governor, and as a legislator. 

 

In your run for the governorship, you 

face a formidable list of potential 

challengers:  Attorney General Jerry 

Brown, San Francisco Mayor Gavin 

Newsom, and possibly even Senator 

Dianne Feinstein. Do you think you have 

what it takes to beat them in the primary? 

 

Iôve won 6 statewide primaries and in every 

one of those races they said I wouldnôt win. 

Every one of them. "You canôt win." They 

donôt know me. I come up from a town of 

540 people. Thatôs where I was raised. The 

media in that town was the daily gathering 

of mail in the post office where people stood 

around and gossiped. Iôve come a long way. 

Iôm well known in California. I know 

California. No other candidate has worked 

in every county in the state of California. I 

have. And Iôve been involved in some of the 

toughest, most difficult issues in California. 

Water, environmental issues, education  
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issues. Iôll take them on. Iôm in the center of 

the mat. If they want to come and be 

governor of California, they have to come 

and push me off this mat.  

 

One of those toughest issues is the state 

budget, which is going on right now. Our 

state budget is in a mess because we have 

a deficit of 17 billion dollars.  Do you 

think new taxes can solve that crisis or do 

we need to implement spending cuts or 

have a combination of the both? 

 

We need to do 3 things simultaneously. And 

my concern is that this budget crisis is going 

to pass without taking advantage of the 

opportunity the budget crisis presents. It is 

in a crisis that the opportunity for change 

occurs and we have a crisis. We need 

serious change--reform--of the major 

spending programs of the state. Education, 

health care, and prisons. Those are the 3 

biggest. We need to reform those systems. 

The education system K-12 cries out for 

change. 25% of our students donôt graduate. 

More money isnôt going to solve the 

problem. More money and reform and 

change will solve that horrendous problem. 

The universities also have to change. 

Theyôve become stale. Theyôve got to 

change, got to better meet the needs of the 

students in their education requirements and 

meet the needs of the state. Prison reform, 

what more do you need to say other than 

that system has to change. Itôs inefficient, 

ineffective, a great place to learn to be a 

better criminal, a lousy place to learn the 

skills so that you can get out of prison and 

become a productive citizen. Has to change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Medi-Cal system is similarly in 

need. But whatôs going to happen in this 

budget crisis Iôm afraid is a "Get Out of 

Town" budget in which reform is minimal, 

if at all, in which the taxes that will have to 

be increased will be insufficient to meet the 

needs of the state, and the cuts that will 

occur will be cosmetic and probably carve 

up the wrong programs. Every state 

program--every state program--can be more 

efficient and certainly more effective and 

you should use a budget crisis as an 

opportunity to push for efficiency and 

effectiveness, which means cuts in some 

places and growth in other places. And 

certainly education would be the principal 

one. 

 

The Republicans have some proposals to 

solve the budgetôs structural deficit. 

Theyôre proposing a rainy day fund and a 

spending cap. What are your thoughts on 

those? 

 

Well, anyone whoôs been around for a while 

would know that a spending cap proposal 

doesnôt work. Weôve had 30 years of 

experience with spending caps and weôve 

had 3 or 4 attempts and some were in the 

constitution and they donôt work. The reason 

is we donôt know what the future is. We 

donôt know whatôs going to happen 

tomorrow and so the genius of the American 

governmental system has always been its 

flexibility over time.  And when it gets 

inflexible bad things happen, like the Civil 

War. Or in California, ongoing budget 

deficits, structural deficits. So any attempt to 

further tie the governmentôs authority in  
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knots is harmful, not helpful, and a spending 

cap or a revenue cap, and both have been 

proposed in the past and both are actually in 

existence in the constitution, they donôt 

work because we donôt know what 

tomorrow will bring to us. Now a rainy day 

fund is a good idea, and if you structure that 

rainy day fund in such a way that it exists 

and it's mandated--thatôs good. But coupling 

it with a spending cap is a bad thing. 

 

Governor Schwarzenegger has a tendency 

to use publicity to draw public attention 

to the budget crisis. Do you think his 

executive order to reduce the pay of state 

workers to the federal minimum wage 

and his statement to veto all legislative 

measures that are put onto his desk until 

a budget agreement has been come upon 

are the right solutions to get the 

legislature to pass a budget in a timely 

fashion? 

 

No. The pay cut was foolish and it created a 

sideshow that took the attention of the 

public away from the principal issues of 

taxes, cuts, and reform, and in the end only 

harmed people who are in no position to lose 

a job. Youôre looking at 15,000 people that 

are out of work today. People that counted 

on that summer employment to house their 

children, to put food on the table, or to pay 

the tuition at UC Berkeley. Theyôve lost 

their job, theyôre unemployed. It was a gross 

miscalculation, mean-spirited, foolish, 

totally unnecessary. Now with regard to 

vetoing bills...donôt threaten what you 

cannot do. It becomes a hollow threat and 

you lose power, and the governor should 

have understood that the legislature has 

numerous ways to overcome the threat of a  

 

 

 

 

 

veto. However, he has to call the legislature 

on the carpet. He has to invite the legislative 

leaders, or demand the legislative leaders 

come to his office. Or he goes to their office 

and sits down and hammers out a 

compromise. The governor has to set the 

bar. "I will sign this budget if there is 

reform. Hereôs the reform that I want--if you 

want taxes, then I want reform. If you want 

taxes, then I want cuts." Use the power that 

exists. Schwarzenegger has been slow to use 

that power. 

 

Many people feel angry with the 

legislature when they learn it took a 

month long vacation break while the 

budget hadn't been passed. if you were 

governor, would you force them to stay in 

until they passed a budget? 

 

Absolutely. I said this when I announced my 

candidacy for governor. When Iôm 

governor, the legislature will not go on 

vacation until thereôs a budget on my desk. 

Period. Now, can you force them to stay 

here? Indirectly, yes. Directly, no. But the 

governor is in a position to put so much heat 

on the legislature that they cannot leave, and 

that frankly should have been done in the 

middle of June.  It wasnôt done. No, you 

donôt leave town--when Iôm governor, you 

donôt leave town until your work is done. I 

grew up on a ranch and my dad told me 

more than once that when the fence is down, 

you stay there and you get that fixed because 

we can't have cattle on the road. When the 

job is done you can come home, but not 

before. 

 

One reason that a budget takes so long to 

pass in California is that there is a  
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required 2/3 majority vote to pass the 

budget. Do you think that requirement 

should be replaced with just a simple 

majority, as 47 of the 50 states have right 

now? 

 

Yes. Yes, I do and it would hold the 

majority party responsible.  Throw them out 

the next election if you donôt like them. 

Term limits, a 2/3 vote requirement on the 

budget...it makes no sense to me because it 

basically creates minority rule.    

 

Another issue right now is skyrocketing 

gas prices across the county. Polls are 

showing that a majority of Californians 

now look favorably upon offshore oil 

drilling. Do you believe Californiaôs 

coastline should be opened to such 

drilling?  

 

No. Iôve always opposed offshore drilling. It 

is not a solution to the high cost of gasoline. 

The solution lies in conservation, which is 

already driving down the cost of gasoline, 

and the solution lies in moving away from 

petroleum-based products. We've got to do 

that. The money that would be invested in 

new drilling should be invested in 

renewables and conservation. Itôs a 

multibillion dollar program to drill for oil 

off the California coast. That money should 

be used for changing the energy system of 

this economy.  

 

As youôve said previously, as Lieutenant 

Governor you are a member of the UC 

Board of Regents. This year thereôs going 

to be a 7.4% increase in student fees and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thereôs also massive budget cuts across 

the entire UC, hitting departments, 

especially language departments, very 

hard and forcing them to turn away many 

students. Do you think that the constant 

practice of raising student fees to make 

up budget shortfalls is necessary and do 

you think this will eventually reach a 

point where a large amount of people will 

be unable to afford a UC education? 

 

The greatness of California, the 8th biggest 

economy in the world, the innovation and 

the success of California, is directly a result 

of a free public education system that once 

was the best in the world. Anything that 

diminishes the free public education is a 

very bad social economic policy. In 

continuing increases in student fees, it is a 

tax on students. And that is a very stupid 

tax. Thereôs no other way to describe it. We 

are well on our way to privatizing the 

greatest public university in the world and it 

is a terrible mistake and it has to stop. It is 

the obligation of the regents and the new UC 

President to tell Californians why it is 

important to the future of this state to return 

to the concept of a free public education.  

No more student fee increases. Iôve put 

proposals before the regents and the trustees 

of both university systems to stop further 

student fee increases and we have to speak 

out as leaders. We have to tell the story. 

Weôve got to rally the alumni. And weôve 

got to stop taking the easy path and push the 

issue of tax increases to the elected 

representatives--the governor and the 

members of the legislature. What will 

happen today as this budget is put together is 

there will be a hidden tax of nearly half a  
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billion dollars on students. New--a new tax. 

It's hidden. Never voted on by the 

legislature, never signed by the governor, 

but nonetheless it's nearly a half a billion 

dollar tax increase on students. 

 

In the upcoming November election, 

Proposition 8 seeks to eliminate the right 

of same-sex couples to marry. Whatôs 

your position on the issue? 

 

I oppose it. I support the Supreme Court's 

recent ruling. 

 

Another proposition question. The 

Republican and Democratic parties in 

California agreed to draw boundaries in 

such a way that districts for the State 

Assembly, State Senate, and US Congress 

are dominated by one political partyð 

 

I have not taken a position on this yet. I have 

a team of lawyers looking at two issues that 

are pertinent to this valid proposition. The 

first issue is the commission that is 

established. We need to thoroughly 

understand this commission because it is 

extremely important. Who are these 

commissioners, and is it a balanced and an  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

appropriate way of selecting them? The 

second has to do with the Federal Voting 

Rights Act. Is this proposal consistent with 

the requirements of the Federal Voting 

Rights Act?  I expect this information back 

during August and then I will know my 

position on it. 

 

So you have no position on Prop. 11 itself, 

but do you believe that the way districts  

are drawn in California should be 

reformed? 

 

Yes, I do. 

 

What advice do you have for young 

aspiring politicians at Cal? 

 

Do not miss the greatest opportunity in your 

four years of education--to get involved in 

politics in the November election. Every 

aspiring politician, every poli sci student, 

whether undergraduate or graduate, ought to 

be involved in the November election. 

Working on a campaign...preferably a 

Democratic campaign. 

 

One last question. As Iôm sure youôre 

aware, last yearôs Big Game had Cal lose 

the Ax to Stanford. Whatôs your 

prediction for this yearôs Big Game? 

 

The perennial Cal fight song has been "Wait 

'Til Next Year." This is next year, and weôll 

win this year. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD   

 
David Paulo Felipe  

 President  
 Political Science, Class of 2009  
 

He has been a member of UPSA since 2005 and has served as the Newsletter Design Editor, Newsletter   
Editor-in-Chief, and Secretary. He is also the Treasurer of Pi Sigma Alpha and a member of the Golden 
Key International Honour Society. 

 
Raina Bhatt  

     External Vice President  
       Legal Studies/Economics, Class of 2010  

 
She has been a member of UPSA since 2006 and has served as the Marketing Committee Director and  
Social Committee Member. She is also involved with the PBL Finance Committee and the FSBC  
External Affairs Committee. 
 
 

  Arsine Grigoryan  
  Internal Vice Presid ent  
  Mass Communications/Political Science, Class of 2010  
 
She has been a member of UPSA since 2007 and has served as the Social Committee Co-Chair. She is 
also involved with the Armenian Student Association (ASA) and the Undergraduate Mass Communications 
Association (UMCA). 
 

    Nadia Choudhury  
  Secretary  

 Political Science, PACS Minor, Class of 2011  
 
She has been a member of UPSA since 2007 and has served as the 
Marketing Committee Chair. 
 
 

 
  Lynn Chang  
  Treasurer  
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 
Alex Hirsch  

 Newsletter Committee (Editor - in - Chief)  
 Political Science, China Studies Minor, Class of 2011  
 In charge of publishing and distributing our monthly newsletter  

 
He has been a member of UPSA since 2007 and has served as the Issues Committee Co-Chair. 
He is also a member of the Cal Band and the Regentsô and Chancellorôs Scholar Association. 

 
 
Alex Raya  

  Academic Committee Chair  
      In charge of the Peer -Advising Night and other  

      academic - related acti vities  

  
Cherryl Maranan  

  Historian Committee Chair  
  Political Science, Class of 2009  
  In charge of visually documenting our events  

 
She has been a member of UPSA since 2007 and has served as the Historian and 
Newsletter Committee member. She is also involved with the United Nations Association 
and the ACLU. 

 

Social Committee Chair  
In charge of setting up social events  

and coordinating the Student -Faculty  

Dinner  

 

   Marketing Committee Chair  
   In charge of publicizing our association and its eve nts  

 

       Website Committee  
    (Webmaster - in - Chief)  

In charge of frequently updating our  website,  

http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu /~upsa/  

 

Issues Committee Chair  
   In charge of inviting guest speakers and planning the Great Debate  
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All opinions expressed within are solely the opinions of the authors and are not 

necessarily the opinions held by  the Undergraduate Political Science Association, the 

Political Science Department, or UC Berkeley. These entities have no editorial control of 

this publicationôs contents. You may contact the editor by sending a letter to UPSA, 

University of California ï Berkeley, 210  Barrows, Berkeley, CA 94720.  

 

Membership Benefits  

¶ Access to Member-Only 

events 

¶ Eligibility to hold club office 

¶ Graduation UPSA stoles 

¶ Lifetime Members get a T-

Shirt 

Membership Cost  

Lifetime ($35) · Academic Year 

($25) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Fall 2008 General Meetings 

¶ September 3, 2008 

6PM, 202 Barrows 

¶ October 1, 2008 

6PM, 202 Barrows 

¶ November 5, 2008 

6PM, 202 Barrows 

¶ December 3, 2008 

6PM, 202 Barrows 

 


