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Research Interests: 
Personality and individual differences, stereotyping, prejudice, stigma from the target's perspective, discrimination-
related psychological and physical distress, social cognition, lay theories, self-esteem, cross-race friendships and 
close relationships, interpersonal relationships, computer-mediated communications. 
 
Awards and Honors: 
 
-National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship Program for graduate study, awarded 2005. 
 
Education: 
 
Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley 

Social / Personality Psychology 
Advisor: Rodolfo Mendoza-Denton 
Awarded December 2010 

M.A. University of California, Berkeley 
Social / Personality Psychology 
Thesis Chair: Rodolfo Mendoza-Denton 
Awarded May 2006 

B.A. University of California, Berkeley 
Psychology 
Awarded December 2002 

 
Publications: 
 
Chan, W., McCrae, R. R., Rogers, D., Weimer, A., Greenberg, D. M.,  & Terracciano, A. (2011). Rater wealth 

predicts perceptions of outgroup competence. Journal of Research in Personality, 45, 597-603.  
Chan, W., & Mendelsohn, G. A. (2010). Disentangling stereotype and person effects: Do social stereotypes bias 

observer judgment of personality? Journal of Research in Personality, 44, 251-257. 
Chan, W., & Mendoza-Denton, R. (2008). Status-based rejection sensitivity among Asian Americans: Implications 

for psychological distress. Journal of Personality, 76, 1317-1346. 
Mendoza-Denton, R., Kahn, K., & Chan, W. (2008). Can fixed views of ability boost performance in the context of 

favorable stereotypes? Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 44, 1187-1193. 
Terracciano, A., Lobina, M., Piras, M. G., Mulas, A., Meirelles, O., Sutin, A. R., Chan, W., Sanna, S., Uda, M., 

Crisponi, L., & Schlessinger, D. (in press). Genetics of serum BDNF: meta-analysis of the Val66Met and 
genome-wide association study. World Journal of Biological Psychiatry. 

 
Manuscripts Under Preparation: 
 
Chan, W., & Mendelsohn, G. A. (2011). Ingroup biases on judgments of personality in the context of individuating 

information. Manuscript under preparation. 



Chan, W., & Mendoza-Denton, R. (2011). Cognitive-affective consequences of exposure to stereotype information. 
Manuscript under preparation. 

Chan, W. (2011). Neuroticism, prejudice, and ambiguous social rejection affecting Asian American self-esteem. 
Manuscript under preparation. 

Chao, M. M., Chiu, C. Y., Chan, W., Mendoza-Denton, R., & Kwok, C. (2011). News media’s role in propagating 
the “Model Minority” ideal. Manuscript under preparation. 

Leddy, A., Gartrell, N., & Chan, W. (2011). The effect of childhood stigma on the adult sons and daughters of 
lesbian mothers. Manuscript under preparation. 

 
 
Paper Presentations: 
 
Chan, W., & Mendelsohn, G. A. (2011). On the life and death of ingroup biases. Poster presented at the 2010 

convention of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, Texas, January 28, 2011. 
Chan, W., & Mendoza-Denton, R. (2006). Shame as a mediator between race-based rejection sensitivity and 

internalizing symptomatology for Asian American college students. Talk delivered at the 2006 biennial 
convention of the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues, Long Beach, California, June 25, 
2006. 

Chan, W., & Mendelsohn, G. A. (2006). The relative importance of stereotype and individuating information in 
person perception online. Talk delivered at the Annual Berkeley-Stanford Social-Personality Area Talks, 
Stanford, California, May 6, 2006. 

Chan, W., & Mendoza-Denton, R. (2004). Implications of race-based rejection sensitivity for Asian American 
college students. Talk delivered at the Western Psychological Association 84th Annual Convention, 
Phoenix, Arizona, April 23, 2004. 

 
Teaching Experience: 
 
Summer 2010 Graduate Student Instructor, Research Design and Statistical Analysis for Psychology 
 Professor Michelle Shiota 
 Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 
April 8, 2010 Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley 
 Lecturer Emiliana Simon-Thomas 
 “A Social Cognitive Perspective on Stereotyping and Prejudice,” Social Psychology 
Spring 2010 Graduate Student Instructor, Social Psychology 
 Lecturer Emiliana Simon-Thomas 
 Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 
Oct 20, 2009 Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley 

Professor Jack Gallant  
  “Independent-Sample T-tests: Research Design and Calculation Examples,” Research Design and 

Statistical Analysis for Psychology 
Fall 2009 Graduate Student Instructor, Research Design and Statistical Analysis for Psychology 

Professor Jack Gallant  
Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

Summer 2009 Graduate Student Instructor, Research Design and Statistical Analysis for Psychology 
Lecturer Kyle Jennings  
Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

April 8, 2009  Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley 
 Professor Darlene Francis 
 “Social Psychology: How Our Social Identities Affect Our Thoughts and Actions,” Introduction 

to Psychology 
Spring 2009    Graduate Student Instructor, Social Psychology 
 Professor Dacher Keltner 
 Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 
Oct 10, 2008 Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley 

Professor Frédéric Theunissen  



  “T-tests: Research Design, Calculation Examples, and Power,” Research Design and Statistical 
Analysis for Psychology 

Fall 2008 Graduate Student Instructor, Research Design and Statistical Analysis for Psychology 
Professor Frédéric Theunissen  
Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

Oct 31, 2006 Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley 
Professor Rodolfo Mendoza-Denton  
“Culture and Cognition,” Stigma and Prejudice 

Fall 2006 Graduate Student Instructor, Stigma and Prejudice 
Professor Rodolfo Mendoza-Denton  
Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

Spring 2005 Graduate Student Instructor, Social Psychology 
Professor Dacher Keltner 
Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

Fall 2004 Graduate Student Instructor, Personality Psychology 
Professor Oliver John 
Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

June 18, 2004 Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley 
 Professor Rodolfo Mendoza-Denton 
 “Asian American Rejection Sensitivity,” Stigma and Prejudice 
Spring 2002 Undergraduate Student Facilitator, Unix System Administration 
 Lecturer Brian Harvey 
 Computer Science Division, University of California, Berkeley 
 
Service: 
 
2011-  Ad Hoc reviewer, Basic and Applied Social Psychology 
2007/8-2009/10 Colloquium Committee, Institute of Personality and Social Research, Berkeley. 
2006-2007 Coordinator, Research Participant Program for psychology undergraduates at Berkeley. 
2005-2006 Curator, Warner Brown Psychology Graduate Student Library, Berkeley. 
2005-2007 Director of Procurement, Graduate Assembly of Students in Psychology, Berkeley. 
2005/6-2008/9 Computing Resources Committee, Institute of Personality and Social Research, Berkeley. 
2004-2010 Member, Diversity Student Alliance, Berkeley. 
 
Professional Membership: 
2005-  Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
2006-  Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues 
2009-  Association for Psychological Science 
 


