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Abstract
This study unveils the city from the perspective 
of young, indigenous women, undergraduate 
students who commute to a city university 
from remote, traditional communities. Relying 
on in-depth interviews with 22 Israeli Druze 
women, natives of Galilean locales, it explores 
their daily transition to and from the city. The 
analysis divulges key issues worth attention:  the 
respondents’ use of temporal frames to organize 
their experience of transition, the effects of place 
and mobility on how they negotiate their identity 
following their interactions with the urban way of 

multiculturalism is conveyed.

Daily commuters and the multicultural 
city

Multiculturalism is a term 
mentioned with regard to 
non-hegemonic groups, most 

commonly:  immigrants, national 
minorities and indigenes. It refers to the 
decent response to the socio-cultural 
heterogeneity of the demographic 

places attracting many who seek to 

hubs, marketplaces, industrial complexes, 
transportation nodes, governmental 
cores, foci of political activity and centers 
of service provision. Cities are also the 
location of many institutes of higher 

education—the pivot of the current 
study. Urban multiculturalism is largely 
evaluated by spatial separation into 
neighborhoods so that social groups, 
usually ethnic and racial, are sorted into 
various parts of the housing market. This 
is largely explained by prejudice and 
discrimination against such groups and 
by own-group preferences to maintain 

segregation dismisses the temporal impact 
of daily dynamic, misreading additional 
forms of segregation across the urban 

that racial and ethnic transformation of 
urban tracts occurs through employment. 
As many urbanites move to their places 
of work, where they meet people from 
different socio-cultural groups who live 
in other neighborhoods, their commuting 
disrupts the known segregated order of 
the housing market, yielding additional 

 However, as a focal point for various 
activities, the city also attracts many, 
employees and others, who reside beyond 
the metropolitan limits. Not only does 

its diversity, portraying new, short-lived, 
hard to measure and unexplored spatial 
patterns of interactions and segregation. 
One well-acknowledged familiar daily 

who re-enter the city for employment 
purposes. Another relatively ordinary 
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students who have not located to the 
city and commute regularly from their 
remote, often rural, neighborhoods. 
This study explores such a case, tackling 
multiculturalism from the less common 
perspective of daily migrants. It turns 
the light on their reality, focusing on the 
experience of indigenous young women 
who, in their pursuit of higher education, 
re-enter the city and experience its 
spirit while adding to its multicultural 
characteristic. 
 In the last decades, in most developed 
societies as well as in many developing 
ones, a remarkable boom in higher 
education has been largely centered on 
women. Higher education increases 
the chances of women to upgrade their 
earning potential and enhances their 
social capital as well as that of their family 

in the Arab world these advantages 
often provoke a paradox, challenging 

to the home environment and the strict 
supervision over their movements and 
social contacts. This study explores 
the experience of young women, 
undergraduate students, who live in this 
paradox. It conveys the perceptions of 

semi-rural, traditional communities and 

the Israeli system of higher education 
focused mostly on long-term processes 
of identity re-construction after their 
university period and homecoming. The 
current study highlights their university 
period, exploring their present actuality 

to and from the city, this study seeks to 

unveil their accumulative experience 

two, traditional and modern, gendered 
worlds. After considering the status of 

issues, this experience is conveyed 

multiculturalism in the city.

Druze in Israel

where they exist as small minorities 
with no national aspirations. They make 
up a small, traditional and religious 
community whose origin is unclear. 

with Arabs because of some similar 
ways of life:  customs, popular beliefs, 
dress, food and language. However, 

them from their neighboring Arabs. To 
protect their mores and maintain their 

isolation, mostly in small, mountainous 
villages away from national centers. 

very strong and includes powerful ties 
between patriarchal, patrilineal clans 
that rank women at the bottom of social 

a rural, conservative and close-knit 
community that strictly preserves its 
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religious and traditional values with 

autonomous religious group with a 
separate education system where Druze 
heritage is integral in the curriculum. 
Unlike the majority of Arab-Palestinian 
citizens who are exempt from military 
service, military conscription for Druze 
men is compulsory following agreement 
between the state and the community. 
As a result, individuals and locales are 
entitled to some lawful privileges, such 
as, subsidies in housing, infrastructure 
investments, construction and welfare 

research has tended, 

with their Israeli and Arab identities 
show that the majority adheres to the 
Arab identity component and dissociates 

urban locales close to urban centers, 

most of them to isolated, rural locales. 

negotiate the traditional gender regime 
and the patriarchal constraints it imposes 
on their daily lives barely exists. The 
effect of this dissociation from urban life 
has been noted, though not researched, 
by few scholars and only with regard to 

level of education.  In recent years, 

has yielded a rapid increase in schooling, 
including tertiary education for women. 

Druze women

community in Israel has been meagerly 
researched and, similar to other 
characteristics, much information has 
been extrapolated from research on 

distinctiveness where, for example, 
religious proscription of polygamy most 

Nevertheless, women’s status is low and 
social control over them is especially 
tight. They are obliged to obey the men 
of their extended family and to assume 

the reputation, “honor”, of their entire 
family and hence their chastity must be 
demonstrated by modest clothing, limited 
individual mobility, male chaperonage 
in public places and, in many cases, also 
by refraining from driving and physical 

 Although in Israel, higher education is 
considered important and has raised self-
awareness among indigenous women 

cultural practices is greatly affected by 
locales’ distance from the metropolitan 
center of Haifa. This cultural geography 
has determined the expansion of higher 
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education among women in recent 

forbidding by religious traditional 

two Carmel vicinities, on the outskirts 
of Metropolitan Haifa and a ten minute 
drive from the University of Haifa, 
broke through patriarchal hindrance and 

home neighborhoods, often unescorted, 
and studying in the company of men, 
these women contravened traditional 
norms and they encountered powerful 
opposition, at times even ostracism of 
their families and excommunication 

reserved for murderers and adulterers. 
Approximately a decade later these 

by young women from their Carmel 
vicinities and, a few years later, young 
women from the more remote, rural and 
traditional locales in the Galilee joined 
them. Over the years, higher education 
slowly gained legitimacy, yet some 
Galilean communities still disapprove of 
higher education for women. Today some 

male peers. 

women is centered on their education. 
Tertiary education, especially at 

with new perspectives on their own 
needs and values regarding the place 
of individuals in the family and society. 
University teaching differs greatly from 
the traditional methods common in the 

rural schools, promoting intellectual 
curiosity and academic independence, 

taken-for-granted knowledge and 
arguing with authority. As the effects of 
this openness extend beyond academic 
texts, university women students also 
challenge patriarchal authority and 
norms common in their own community. 
They illustrate their university period 
as a time of intense individual change 
and as an opportunity to discover their 
true “inner selves” and restructure their 
identity in a more individualistic way. 
Their reconstructed, new identity is 
fragmented and divided between covert 
and overt components:  the covert, 
suppressed identity is constructed by 

while the overt, openly-expressed 
identity manifests traditional cultural 
norms common in their semi-rural home 
communities. The overt component 
regulates the identity displayed in public 
and this observed femininity involves 
modest clothing and adherence to 

 Indeed, this identity reconstruction 

for women in developing societies where 
increasing the likelihood of women’s 
earning and of the community wealth 
might not keep the need to preserve 

traditional gender regime which are 
often considered as a brand-marking 
symbol of the distinctiveness of the 
whole community. The potential of space 
to unravel this paradox is important 
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the nature of movements between places 

control, although the need to travel to a 
city university from small, isolated, rural 
communities seems to work against such 

religious clothing as instrumental means 
that legitimate entry to the modern, 
Jewish space of the university, but 

term process the effect of which appears 

how distances and movements turn into 
a matter of daily decision-making and 
daily practices within the “big” pattern 
that conditions attendance at higher 
education, is generally overlooked.  
This study seeks to unveil how such 
performance of routine transitions 

women students who move between 
their traditional home communities and 
the modern city where their university is 
located.

The city, the university and the research 
setting
To illustrate the setting of the current 
study about the daily transitions of 

Israeli universities. Considering the 

their minority language, that is, Arabic 
as the mother tongue, and living under 
strict patriarchal regime, some relevant 

insights can be derived from research on 

itself as a modern, democratic and Jewish 

of Arabic as a formal language. However, 
Hebrew evidently dominates the entire 
spectrum of life outside indigenous 
locales and this almost guarantees a 
serious disadvantage at the level of higher 
education for graduates of the Arabic 
language based secondary education.  
This structural disadvantage generates 
an enduring confusion and a tendency 
toward collective separatism on the part 

the view of university education as an 
important path to upward mobility, at 

young Arab women are encouraged to 
become university students, they are 

strategies of a traditional society which, 
in the last few decades, has selectively 

gendered cultural norms encourage 
women and men to maintain their 

are inculcated from childhood to give 
precedence to their families’ and clans’ 
interests and curb their individuality 

 The respondents are students of the 
University of Haifa. Haifa is the third 
largest urban area in Israel, the population 
of which exceeds half a million, nearly 

The city is situated on Mount Carmel, 
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live. Haifa is one of a few Israeli cities 

its comfortable coexistence. A magnet 
for many students from the north, the 

especially women, a relatively free social 

the University of Haifa is the only research 
university in the country where the 

number of women students, especially 
young women, has risen dramatically in 
the last decades and today they make up 

on campus. As a result, the University 

long tradition of teaching mixed classes 

by many scholars to focus on Arab-

study that focuses on some parts of the 

Methods
Considering the complexity of this 
situation, we asked how they reckon with 
the decision to commute to the city and 
how they feel about their experience of 
daily transitions to and from the city. The 
study relies on in-depth, semi-structured 

students. The respondents’ fathers are 

The respondents describe the economic 

situation in their families as “relatively 
good” and “a little better than average” 
which is supported by the fact that none 

these characteristics imply openness 
to the outside, modern world, the fact 

are full-time homemakers and that all 
the respondents said that they spend 
a considerable amount of time doing 
domestic chores in the immediate and the 
extended family, indicates the prevalence 
of the customary gender regime and 
women’s focus on their traditional roles 

time of interviews the respondents were 

full-time undergraduate students at the 

of Haifa. They all lived with their birth 
families in their native neighborhoods 

minute drive each way. Thus, this group 
of respondents represents a relatively 
long and bothersome commute and the 

this experience of daily transitions.
 Interviews were conducted in Arabic 

research project about the effect of higher 

the interviewees, at a place chosen by the 

about ninety minutes. Interviewees were 

impressions gained in the course of the 
interview. This matching was valuable in 
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enhancing our access to such relatively 

Interviews were recorded, translated and 

the authors with the help of indigenous 
young women in a process of double 

within the research team. Taken together 
we believe that these measures assure 

Transition to the city through time 
frames 
The experience of transitions is primarily 
and most prevailingly structured in 
temporal terms. Time represents itself 
as a manifold array made of various 
frames, serving as a high-level apparatus 
by which reality is sorted. It embraces 
daily transitions as a two-way, concrete 
occurrence, and a sense of passing 
through time that implies mid- and 
long-term processes. Typical interviews 
started with daily concerns, and then 

daily transitions, were expressed. This 
order indicates that sorting out daily 
occurrences is a more pressing issue for 
the interviewees while dealing with long-
term processes is a much more transparent 
and comprehensive undertaking. 
 The “management of time” is a 
term often used to describe day-to-day 
routines and occurrences which are 
largely structured around commuting to 

are foremost about handling the routine 
as university students. The respondents 

week and distinguish their “university 
days” from their “home/family days”. 
University days are described as a 

“chain of sprints” and the respondents 
say that they feel like participants in a 
“race” or as attempting to “grow wings”. 

respondents who start their day very 
early in the morning aiming to reach the 
classroom in time for the earliest lecture 

already prepared some hot beverage 

a sandwich or a cookie to eat on the 
way. I have to dash. I arrange all my 
stuff the evening before, not to waste 
“sleeping time” in the morning. If I 
miss the bus the whole day gets messy 
and stressful. It’s better to be on time 

full and heavy, especially in the winter 

cold, the wind and the rain, it’s easy to 
be late and sure, you’ll be late often. 
If I take the second bus I’m late. And 
also I spend the whole ride with those 

am not like them, I am a good student, 

University students are distinguished 
from college students by their ability to 
handle the burden of long commuting. 
Clearly, space is considered to be a barrier 
for the students’ academic achievements 

is constrained by two institutional 

and prepare academic assignments, 
its daily effects are felt in the evening 
before the commute, when the students 
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do all their non-academic preparations. 
University institutional time clearly 
sculptures the morning waking time 
and other arrangements so as to enable 

institutional time which is scheduled 
mostly by commercial considerations 
of the public transport service. Meeting 
the time constraints of the, usually two, 
public transport schedules facilitates 

their transition from their domestic 

the respondents are regularly driven by 

station on the main, intercity road where 
many buses heading to the city central 

mornings of these students would be 
extremely stressful because of the scarcity 
of public transport in their village as 
compared to the neighborhoods of most 
of the other respondents.
 Morning transition is also indicative of 
class, including issues such as economic 
background, mode of commuting, 
personal expenses and family support. 
All respondents reported on satisfying 
occasions when they are driven by a 
family member “door-to-door”, from 
their home to the university. These are 
rare occurrences and unaffordable by 
their own, “above average”, families:

My mother prepares some food and a 

of water that I take but it’s a long day 
and I often buy some snacks. I don’t 

to excel and know that travelling so 
many hours each day is really tiring. 

I also need time to study at home. 

university in the city and I am grateful. 

Although none of the respondents holds 
a driving licence, and none actually 

drives her own car to the university, 
either occasionally or regularly, all do 
share a fantasy of commuting by their 
own self-driven car:

I wish I had my own car, it’s so less 
stressful, makes you free not sentenced 

own car to go to the university it’s 
almost like living in the city, you can be 
yourself, go where nobody knows you. 
Just knowing that changes you much 
more than going to the university with 

heart to turn me down for something 
that could really ease my studies, make 

Although class nuances are mostly 
associated with the pricey commuting, 

transition as only one part of their 
comfortable status as full-time students 
that burdens their families. They try 
to reciprocate by physical efforts such 
as travelling in overcrowded buses, 
carrying their heavy luggage all around 
during their long university days, 
consuming less expensive food and, 
obviously, by aiming towards high 
academic achievements, including 
association with students of similar 

their experience induces a wish for a less 
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constrained existence with regard to the 
institutional time of the transport service 

but not necessarily with regard to the 
university institutional time. The latter 

away from their native neighborhoods. 

exercise of anonymity and individualism 

respondents are more direct, contrasting 
the city with their home locales:

I usually wake up a few minutes 
before my mother checks on me and 
think about the day. I think about how 

how it is going to be overcrowded 
and move slowly through the jam-
packed, noisy streets and the smelly 
smog. It is different from what we 
have at home, not frightening, but 

go as they like, wear what they want, 
talk to whoever they wish and have 
coffee with anybody. They are not 

ask myself whether I could move, 
really separate from my life and live in 

a job, an apartment, and new friends. 

my family could never pay for such an 

Notably, the respondents refrain from 
explaining the contrasting circumstances 

a liberating step. Although this refraining 
may be related to a wide, taken-for-
granted understanding of the restrictive 
regime in the home environment, it also 
attests to the respect they have for their 

native culture and to the importance of 
family ties and approval.  The reports 

concerns and even Maysloon aborts her 
outspoken desire to experience city life, 
which would rely on her own independent 
income, for that reason. Very interestingly, 
gender, though unmistakably implied, 
is not brought up directly with regard 
to these socio-economic and mobility 
concerns of the morning bus ride. It is, 
however, tackled most prevalently with 
regard to the evening ride.
 
The evening transition to the home
The evening commuting is usually very 
tight and demands coordination of 
several passages between different means 

barely leaves enough time to reach one of 
the bus stations on campus. 

It means that my father or my older 
brother has to drive to the city, to 
the university, about one hour each 
direction, to drive me home. It’s 

them has to drive to the main road 
and pick me up at the bus station, 
but this is only about half an hour 
altogether, not two hours. The second 

main road and it’s late and the service 

brother leaves to wait for me. There 

don’t want me to wait because it’s 
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student or somebody else is already at 

time of the spring semester it is not so 
terrible because the night comes later 

are terrible. Not only do I have to pay 

time when on the bus and see nothing 
outside, it’s also very cold, windy and 

he waits. It could have been better to 
drive my own car but this is a dream 

of clothing, the heavy bag and the 

toilet to be on time for the bus, and 
remember, it’s a long ride. Honestly, 
I’m careful not to drink during the last 

mentioned by the other respondents. 
It is indicated that, similarly to the 
morning commuting, the institutional 
schedules of the university and of at 
least two more public transport services 
shape the journey back home. Means of 
commuting appear to be very important 
and, while driving a private car is 
mentioned and dismissed immediately 
as irrelevant for women, being driven 
in a private car by a family member is 
an important component, typical of the 
evening transition. In this context several 

discomfort, tiredness and climate hassles 
are accumulated over the night-darkness 

and the deserted environment. These 
signify moral panic and generate a sense 
of vulnerability and insecurity in the 
young women upon their late return 
to their distant locales. To reduce the 
perceived risk and the panic it raises, 
evening commuting is also constrained 
by the personal time of men, usually 
brothers, who chaperon the women for 
the last part of their journey. Although 
seemingly personal, the chaperons’ 
time is also largely institutional:  it 
represents the family whose men 
provide the chaperonage and whose 
evening schedule incorporates this 
need to care for the family women. The 
chaperons’ time is also embedded in 
the second institutional time, that of the 
community by which the circumstances 
for chaperonage are determined. Clearly 
this moral panic is gendered, centered 
on the protection of women’s modesty 

as, “because we are girls”, “especially 
important for women” and “only for 
women” were often voiced as indicators 
of this concern. 

commuting, ex-urban students who try 
to make the most of their university days 
usually stay late which integrates such 
a late, anxious ride into their routine. 

interviews resort to irony and even 
cynicism:

are tiring for me, they are also more 
expensive for my family than dorm 

can save money, make university less 
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costly. All received the same response 
saying that “some things are worth 
more than money such as our tradition, 
values and honor” and that “women 
and daughters that respect their 

fancy city living, where sinful episodes 
are a daily matter”. Isn’t it funny? I 
voice my opinion to my parents but 

Apparently class nuances and economic 
concerns are tied in with social control 
and the need to commute daily in order to 

it is attested by all the respondents that 
some criticism, individualism and sense of 
autonomy are expressed indoors, within 

indicates how gender is negotiated within 

processes within the family are muted 
in order to protect the social consensus 
outside, in the community public space. 
This negotiation is discussed later.

vaguely familiar fellow-passengers— 
women and men, yields opportunities 

students of high academic aspirations 

different atmosphere of the evening 
ride:

Yaffa 
La’ir
bit droopy, and the evening is dark. If 
you are not too tired, you can talk with 

on the bus and must be careful not to 
chat with them for long because you’re 

it is for women, people always know 
people who know people who know 
you and your family. It is not

in the city and there is little chance to 

meet a lot of new people who speak 
your language and you are relatively 
free to look, talk and laugh, and then 
you can meet later on the campus, 
elsewhere in the city. It’s surely not 
easy but possible even if I myself 
never did such a thing, especially with 

Anyway, as you get closer to home, 
you have to arrange your clothes to 

and call your brother to come and 
meet you and, even if you have a nice 
chat with someone, he knows your 
family watches you, and soon you 

continue later on facebook, but you 
have time to think if you are interested 

Thus, evening commuting becomes a 
discrete arena for mixing and matching 
opportunities where social control, 
though existing, is not as tight as 
usual. It is interesting to note not only 
that considerations for mixing on the 
evening bus are different from those 
on the morning bus, but performance 
of social control such as re-dressing 
to affect a modest appearance and 
coordinating chaperonage are used to 

respondents are familiar with a few cases 
of romantic relations that had originated 
on the evening bus and tend to clarify 
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follow the code of chastity and separate 
themselves from strangers. This latter 

with whom they share a mother tongue. 

differs because, as Amira implies, it 
is embedded in their dependence on 
institutional time:

I have to catch the bus and don’t 
have time to talk with the teacher 

ends. This is bad mostly when we 

them, but it’s hard, we never have time 
to hang around and do things together 
with them so we stick to each other. 

It is indicated that the evening pressure not 
only incapacitates personal preparations 
but it also purges discussions with 
teachers and cooperation with other 

academic achievements and aspirations 
suffer.
 It is, however, noteworthy that, though 
common, commuting to the home does 
not always imply a late bus ride. The 
respondents reported that at least once 
a week they return home earlier, in the 
afternoon: 

On Tuesdays it turned out that I have 
some time to do what I like. Usually 

I walk around window-shopping, 
watching the people in the cafes, going 
in different directions. It seems like a 
big mess but it’s not, everybody goes 
somewhere, nobody is lost. I like to 
watch all kinds of people:  old, young, 
children, Arabs, Jews, tourists… I 
look at the women wearing beautiful, 
fashionable clothes, some wearing 

lovely though they look so naked. 

walk like that on the street, not at 

elsewhere around the world.  I wear 

to make myself prettier, modern, to be 

lipstick, arrange my blouse…

her blouse, opening the top button, 
hanging her coat on her hand, shaking 
her head to let the hair fall freely, 
stretching her body upright and 

I don’t overdo it because someone 

change myself a little. I feel different, 
freer, more myself, the real Amira, more 
than in the university and certainly 
more than in my neighborhood. I 
always dress nice for the university 

mall I pay more attention to be “city 

friend and it’s more fun, but even by 
myself it’s nice. It is not like going to 
Hadar or to the Merkaz

no good for women. Anyway, I don’t 
have much time to wander around, 
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but every other week for one or two 
hours I feel different, like abroad.

Hadar 
or to Merkaz?

friends. It’s interesting for me because 
I’m used to the village, but I feel better 
at the mall. I’m more comfortable to 
do some little shopping for myself, 
clothes and in the drugstore, and 

stores. In my neighborhood the stuff 

it’s limited and at the mall there is 

an advantage which is most often taken 
by the young women to encounter city 
life as a fourfold experience:  reduced 
social control, exploring “improper” 
territories, restructuring bodily 
appearance, and joining consumption as 

their “going-to-the-university”, they are 
experienced as spatially and temporally 
separated from the campus life. The semi-
public space of the mall seems to provide 
an agreeable mixture of anonymity, 
safety, and hubbub that enables these 
young women to encounter city life 
without seriously challenging their 
community conventions. Interestingly, 
bodily restructuring, which is admittedly 
an important component of the morning 
daily commuting, was mentioned in 

it was brought up with regard to this 

this neglect might be related to privacy 
and modesty it, nevertheless, indicates 
the extent of social control which is 
felt by these young women also when 

and kin. It is noteworthy that all the 
respondents dress in a modern way yet, 
as they move toward the city, all slightly 
amend their appearance in a way which 
is less acceptable as modest in their 
neighborhood but hardly noticeable 
by modern outsiders. Altogether, these 
seemingly minor changes in representing 
the body at home, on the campus, and in 

the gendered self which are related to 
place and mobility. These are discussed 
in the last section.
 
Home days:  transitions through the 
weekly and yearly frames
Although the women’s experience of 
daily transitions is fragmented between 
the morning and the evening bus rides 
as separated endeavors, the two are 
not unconnected. To explicate their 
connectedness, the respondents turn 
to different time frames that better 
capture the cyclic experience of their 
transitions—the weekly and the yearly 
routines. Out of the seven days of the 
week the respondents spend two or three 
days at home. They usually describe 
themselves as adult daughters in their 
parents’ home:

The most important thing is to study, to 
prepare my academic tasks, including 

it... I know it’s not right, my parents 
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a good student, but I could do much 

and the “city fun”. I would probably 
have studied even less, go out to 
wander around with friends, to spend 

and so on. I do imagine what it could 
be like to live there but, still, even with 

I have more time to study at home. 
Here I can help my Mom at home, 
you know, cleaning, washing, in the 
kitchen. I help my aunt with her young 
toddlers, I do some shopping for my 
grandmother and help her in the 
house, and once a week I help some of 
my uncle’s kids with their homework. 
There are many things that I do and 
my family counts on my help. And 
I spend some time, actually a lot of 
time, with my friends and some of my 
cousins. Here there are a lot of family 
affairs but I can always say that I have 

need to say you’re studying to have a 

studying, domestic and family work, 
and same-sex mingling as the three most 
prevalent activities that dominate the 
students’ “home days” routine. These 
are portrayed hierarchically so that 

accepted. The effect of gender is noticeable 
with regard to the non-academic 
activities, such as, domestic chores, 
child minding, controlled social links 

which altogether structure a relatively 
sheltered environment for young women 

in the city implies an alternative order 

to that of her native neighborhood with 
regard to studying, personal autonomy, 
domestic work, unsupervised mingling 
and mobility. Although none complained 
about their home-days’ routine, all 
respondents confessed envisaging such 
an alternative. Thus, while descriptions 
of daily commuting are mostly structured 
around practices and habits of moving 
to and from the city, contrasting “home 
days” with “university days” offers 
a fuller perspective of the women’s 
transition between the two worlds. 
  Mariam alludes to another cyclic order 

from the city. The yearly order separates 
the university period from the four-

short-term ceasing of daily commuting, 
the most important aspect of summer 

work for three to four months. All are 
employed in jobs near to their homes, 
working as temporary shop assistants, 
cashiers, child minders and other types 
of helping jobs, often in local businesses 
owned by members of the extended 

below minimum wages and commented 
that such unlawful salaries are common 
among employed women in the region:

I believe that in the city people 

your family wouldn’t dare to pay you 

return home for the summer vacation 

have to work during the summer for 
at least three months to help the family 
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and save some money, not to ask 

Apparently city jobs appear more 

typical anonymity of urban reality seems 
to protect against social control. At the 
home locales, traditional values of gender 
hierarchy and loyalty to the clan and to the 
community seem to cultivate a closely-

such as relaxation, leisure, independent 
earning and occupational considerations, 

dominates the “home days” experience of 
the employed respondents during their 
summer vacation. This experience also 
shapes their future view of themselves as 
employed women.

A life course perspective

and future, though not necessarily 
voluminous, are found throughout 
the various testimonies, illustrating an 
additional time frame. The life course 
perspective is a taken-for-granted frame, 
serving as an underlying principal 
that contains the venture of university 
education as one part of a longer 

interviewed on the last week of her 
four-year university course, offers a 
retrospective view of her venture:

evening bus I think about my life. I try, 
I need to explain myself, justify this 

panorama that helps me to appreciate 
this long, tiring ride. My family 

My father always wanted me to go to 
the university, to have a better future 
as a woman and a mother. I now know 
what a better future means for me. 
Not being a homemaker who has no 

job than just cleaning or arranging 
vegetables at my uncle’s grocery 

support our family. My mother never 

… have my own money and my own 

— 
Arab-Jewish, city at the metropolitan 

often, watching how people live there, 
I learnt a great deal about how to 
manage my life as a modern woman 
who will also be a mother and who 
won’t stop respecting her tradition. 

The effect of the “big picture” is usually 
pushed aside. It typically emerged 
with regard to descriptions of some 
long moments of solitude which were 
occasionally offered by the long evening 
commuting. This broad perspective 
entails a strong sense of future disposition, 
encapsulating issues of family life with 
motivation for social mobility as the 

depicts some differences from the typical 

mobility is conveyed in conventional-
modern terms of occupational and income 
characteristics and in the more traditional 
terms of reputation in the community. 



Orna Blumen and Shay Tzafrir Sentenced to Commute

82

Sentenced to Commute

to be married when completing their 

the coming wedding implies migration to 
her partner’s native locale, and predicts 

community. Although the option of future 
city residence is declined, she appreciates 
the input of her urban encounters to the 
enhancement of her future prospects as 
she portrays a kind of middle ground 
where the traditional and modern value 

differentiates her “urban experience” 
from her “university experience” and 

city life and the traditional life in her 
locale. Altogether, this “university-city” 
phase in her life helps her to formulate a 
future which is believably viable.
 
Discussion
This study unveils the city from the 
perspective of a transient population 
of young, indigenous women students 
from remote, traditional communities, 
examining their experience of daily 
transition to and from the city. The 
analysis divulges some key issues that 
are worth attention:  the respondents’ 

their experience of daily transitions, the 
effects of place and mobility on how 
they re-construct their identity following 
their interactions with the urban way 

offered.
 Throughout the testimonies, the most 
prominent issue is the intuitive tendency 
of the interviewees to order their 
activities as well as their multifaceted 
experience in cyclic and linear time 

frames, demonstrating the interlock of 
the spatial and temporal dimensions 

week and the year. The weekly order 
separates university days from home 
days. University days are structured 
around academic activities and loaded 
with urban impressions. Although home 
days are also structured around the 
priority given to academic concerns, they 
include many more activities which are 

neighborhoods. Thus, while each daily 
routine is perceived as linear, the full 
impression of daily transitions to the city 
and encounters with the urban milieu is 
evidently captured and conveyed within 
the respondents’ experience of the 
weekly cycle. This time frame enables 
them to process and evaluate their 
urban encounters against the common 
standards in their native neighborhoods. 
Most likely this lag is explained by the 
overtiring and exhausting routine of 
each university day and the relief offered 
by the weekly perspective.

the weekly and the yearly cycles which 
separate university terms from summer 
vacations. It is notable that throughout 
the testimonies the entanglement of space 
and time includes common references 
to the effect of seasonal changes as part 
of the yearly cycle. Vacation, however, 
implies withdrawal from urban 
encounters and involvement in paid work 
close to the home. Individual earning 
does not necessarily entail personal 
autonomy, indicating the respondents’ 
experience of tension between some 
“home conventions” and some “urban-
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modernist” basic rights. This cycle 
represents the sense of moving back and 
forth between their two statuses:  during 
university terms they are privileged 
young women who are permitted to 
access higher education and, in the course 
of that, also experience a weakening in 
social control and licitly encounter the 

they are young women of the community 

social control and restricted mobility 
which makes them captive, exploited 
employees. 
 Unmistakably, cyclic and linear time 

the obvious pairing of the morning and 
evening transitions and that each typically 

are contained by the other, they were 
described as separate, linear activities. 

and their correlation is articulated within 
the cyclic time frame of the week.
 An overarching linear time frame 
is that of the respondents’ life course. 
The women are aware of their current 

university phase, the yearly cycle though 
lively and sparkling, is mostly hesitant 

entwisted with the life-course frame 
and, together, the twisted time frames 

the university implies access to the 

grown bigger, practically in spatial terms 
as determined by their daily mobility. 
Their urban encounters, however, 

are rather limited by the institutional 
schedules that prescribe their commuting 
procedure—temporal constraints—as 
nights outside the home and dormitory 

They are also limited by the life course 

compression upon their graduation 
and home-coming, when traditional 
gender hierarchy will regain hold on 

shapes an incoherent experience which 
entails identity discontinuity. Narrating 
their mobility through the various time 
frames helps the respondents to cope 
with the challenge that mobility between 
the two places brings into their lives. 
In that process, the effects of place and 

transpires. 

Place, mobility and identity
The need to reckon with the effects of place 
and mobility is a recent development in 
identity research and is mostly applied 
to international migration, transition 
from pre-modern to modern settings 

exploring the experience of indigenous 
young women who move from their 
traditional remote communities to the 
city with a typically modern purpose of 

To understand how they negotiate their 
identity components in that chapter 

be overlooked. It is, however, worth 
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mentioning that, unlike international 
migrants, the respondents routinely 
exercise travelling by which mobility 
itself turns out to be a stable identity 
component and their hybrid identity 
extorts more vitality from encounters 
with the two places at both ends of their 
daily journeys. 

is probably the best term to capture 
the meaning of their daily going to the 
university and exposure to the city.  It 
refers to the erosion of moral structure 
and community life in the traditional 

socio-economic segregation which isolate 

strangers. The traditional nature of the 
respondents’ home communities, their 
place of departure, was described earlier. 
Clearly, the respondents are situated 

this process has typically leaned on 
men’s daily commuting to relatively 
close employment foci. As a result, 

rural locales by men commuters and 
residential outmigration to urban centers 

have had limited direct encounters with 

continue to perform their gender role in 

adherence to the traditional gender role 
was ingrained into place identity, re-

of these locales.

 Under these circumstances, the 
recent development of daily migration 
of young women to the city is tolerated, 
but with reservations, doubts and 
suspicions. This inconsistence largely 
shapes the way these women negotiate 
the urban way of life. They are curious, 
some even passionate, about city life, 
and their urban experience is typically 
modernist as it is set against their lives 
in their semi-rural home communities. It 
embraces some physical features such as 
noisiness, smelliness, throng, and some 
more abstract thought-provoking issues, 
for instance, individuality, anonymity, 
autonomy and, most prominently, a sense 
of a new moral order which is based on 
the slackening control on their sexuality 
and their discontent with their summer 
job arrangements. It is noteworthy that 

modernist potential of city life for women, 
which is deeply seated in the urban way 

from the original context of the term 
“urban way of life” in that they have no 
intention of becoming urbanites. Their 
strong home attachment, clan and ethnic 
loyalty, and deep sense of community 

Thus, the hybridity that the urban way 
of life phases into their identity mostly 

place of departure. This somewhat 
overshadows the effect of their current 
encounters with city life, which include 
some minor “provocations”, such as, 
less modest clothing and appearance, 

mingling in central streets and malls, 
independent purchasing of personal 
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things and frustration with their vacation 
jobs. However, the effect of the urban way 
of life is easily detected by their intention 

community limits:  they plan to marry, 
to have a family, to become employed 
mothers and assertive spouses, and then 
to grow to be respectful, convincing 
women in their communities. This order 
of things implies that the hybridity 

is suspended, turning into a future 
orientation. It also unveils their identity 
re-construction at present by which 
daily boundary crossing indicates that 
gender and ethnicity are re-negotiated 
within a unitary system that involves 

within this unity, gender, though re-
negotiated, is categorically subordinated 
to the ethno-cultural component as the 
preponderance of the life course linear 
time frame indicates.
 Currently, however, they come 
to the city as day migrants who are 
distinguished by their appearance, that 
is, clothes, limited social interactions 
and temporal constraints, language and 
studying habits. Their visible foreignness 
and observed engagement with in- and 
out-daily migration embody some non-

to the modern-Jewish city. In that sense 
these mobile women challenge the binary 
distinction between rural and urban ways 
of life, infusing attributes of one milieu 
into the reality of the other:  their daily 

native locales and, by the same token, 

its multicultural character. Thus, daily 
transitions and city encounters do not 

identity of their origins and destination. 

their encounters with modern city life, 
especially those related to their gender, 
are often suspected, disapproved of, and 

communities, the city milieu tolerates 
their apparent strangeness. In that sense 
it is also noteworthy that despite the 
“Arabic” characteristics of their observed 
strangeness, none of the respondents 
reported prejudice or discrimination 
against them either on that ground or as 

that they have not experienced such 
harassments, it does indicate the extent of 

as tolerant, supporting its multicultural 
characteristics. The difference between 
the two places, though understandable 

entanglement of gender, education, 
tradition and hegemonic power relations 

and diversity, multiculturalism involves 
tolerance, acceptance and inclusion 
as integral to its “decent” component 

is not necessarily policy-dependent 
but can also be detected as integral to 
routine practices of daily life. Thus the 

affected by the varied maps of decency, 

relations. 
 Overall, this study sheds light on 
the viability of city multiculturalism as 
emerging from a transient, non-hegemonic 
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accepted by urbanites and other passersby 

the urban day population, the current 
study skips the common disposition to 
map wards of residential segregation 
and delves into the experience of one 

indicated that a spatial investigation 
of the impermanent, daily patterns is a 
challenging direction for future research. 
Identifying, documenting and mapping 
urban routes and spaces of multicultural 
encounters, indifference and avoidance 
across the metropolitan area are worthy 
of research attention. They will provide 
a better understanding of the city as a 
mosaic of social spaces and how these 
vary between day and night.

Note

who chose to maintain their anonymity 
but willingly shared their experiences and 
views with us. They became our teachers 

this article.
 

Works Cited

Mobility to Israeli-Jewish 

Gender, Place and Culture.

British 
Journal of Social Work.

The 
Individualised Society. Cambridge, 

http://ssrn.
com/abstract=1681606 Accessed 

Feminist Perspectives on Social 
Research.

in Metropolitan Tel Aviv. 
Environment and Planning A 

The Gender Commission of the 
International Geographical Union. 
Jerusalem.



Sentenced to CommuteSentenced to Commute

87

Urban Geography. 

 
The Druzes.

Cross-
cultural Counseling:  The Arab-
Palestinian Case

Identities. 

Annals 
of the Association of American 
Geographers.

Ma’a 
lot:  Journal of Educational Theory, 
Philosophy and Criticism.

The Druze 
Woman

A History of the 
Druze

A “Romantic Utopia”:  
Aspirations and Attitudes about 
Family Life among Jewish and Arab 
Israeli Students

the Corporeality of Man, 

In The Science and Praxis of 
Complexity

Signs. 

In Calling the Equality Bluff:  
Women in Israel.

Changes in Druze 
Locales as a Consequence of Druze 
Military Service. Haifa:  Univesity 

The Social Geography of the 
Druze in Israel. Tel Aviv:  Tel-

 Druze and Their Systems of 
Socio-spatial Interactions:  Internal 
view. Haifa:  Chaikin Chair in 
Geostrategy, University of Haifa.

Ha’aretz.

Signs.



Orna Blumen and Shay Tzafrir Sentenced to Commute

88

Sentenced to Commute

Plural Societies. 

Village Commuters:  Constraints 
Israel 

Social Sciences Research.

Social 
Forces.

Israel and the Golan Heights. 
In The Druze in The Middle East. 

European Sociological 
Review.

Textures of Place:  Exploring 
Humanist Geographies

American 
Apartheid. Cambridge, MA:  

Maya-Jariego, Isidro, and Neil 

of Community in Migration 

and Commuting:  The Interplay 

International Sociology. 

Century of English Modernity.

Middle East Journal.

in Israel. Women’s Studies 
International Forum.

The Stand Tall 
Generation:  The Palestinian 
Citizens of Israel Today. Jerusalem:  

Arab-Israeli Community:  The 

Sex Roles.

Journal of 
the Royal Anthropological Institute. 

Women’s Studies Quarterly. 



Sentenced to CommuteSentenced to Commute

89

Adolescents’ attitudes toward 
women’s roles:  a comparison 
between Israeli Jews and Arabs. 
Psychology of Women Quarterly. 

among Arabs in an Israeli 
Town. In Women in Israel

In The Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy. 

http://plato.stanford.
edu/archives/win2010/entries/
multiculturalism/ Accessed 

Cosmos versus 
Hearth:  A Cosmopolite Viewpoint. 
Minneapolis:  University of 

Sociology Beyond 
Societies:  Mobilities for the Twenty-
First Century

Like a 
Bird that Cannot Fly”:  Identity 
of First Druze Women Entering 
Higher Education. Jerusalem:  The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

and Gaps:  Identity Transitions 

Gender and Education. 

American Journal of 
Sociology.

Feminist Dilemmas in Fieldwork. 

Ethnic and Racial 
Studies.

 Closed Doors, 
Opportunities Lost:  The 
Continuing Costs of Housing 
Discrimination

.


