
 

1501- Fourteen-

year old, Ismail I 

begins the 

Safavid dynasty 

by uniting Iran, 

establishing 

Tabriz as the 

capital, and 

defending against 

Ottoman attacks 

1587- Shah 

Abbas I creates 

a gunpowder-

based military 

force to counter 

the Ottomans 

 

1597- Shah 

Abbas moves 

the Safavid 

capital to 

Isfahan 

1623- 

Baghdad is 

captured from 

the Ottomans 

1736- Nadir 

Shah crowns 

himself, 

leading to the 

official end of 

the Safavid 

dynasty in 

1760 

1548- Shah 

Tahmasp I 

moves the 

Safavid 

capital to 

Qazvin 

1590- Shah Abbas 

I signs peace 

treaty with 

Ottomans gaining 

northwestern 

lands 


