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What does queer mean?What does queer mean?What does queer mean?What does queer mean?What does queer mean?

Queer has been used as... :
• an umbrella term for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender community.
• a political statement, as well as a sexual orientation, which advocates breaking binary
thinking by recognizing both sexual orientation and gender identity as potentially fluid.
•a simple label to explain a complex set of sexual behaviors and desires. For example, a
person who is attracted to multiple genders may identify as queer.

Isn’t Isn’t Isn’t Isn’t Isn’t queer queer queer queer queer an insult?an insult?an insult?an insult?an insult?

For many years, the term queer has been used as an insult to refer to anyone who is seen outside of
society’s heterosexual and/or gender “norms” as strange.  In response, many LGBT people of
earlier generations do not feel comfortable identifying with queer.  In recent years, queer has been
reclaimed, most commonly, by younger members of the LGBT community.

What are some of the obstacles faced by people who identify as queer?What are some of the obstacles faced by people who identify as queer?What are some of the obstacles faced by people who identify as queer?What are some of the obstacles faced by people who identify as queer?What are some of the obstacles faced by people who identify as queer?

Queer people face the same obstacles as any group that does not conform to society’s gender/sex
expectations or to society’s standards for what is “normal” sexual behavior.   Like people who
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, they may have to go through a “coming out”
process to family and friends, risking rejection or lack of understanding.   There are also many
incidences where queer people are treated with suspicion,. harassed in public spaces, and/or face
physical violence.

How can I be respectful of queer people?How can I be respectful of queer people?How can I be respectful of queer people?How can I be respectful of queer people?How can I be respectful of queer people?

· Educate yourself further about queer people and issues important to queer communities.
· It is important to avoid making assumptions about the sexual orientation of others.
· Seek awareness of your sexual orientation and the things you may have always taken for granted

about it, particularly if you’ve always considered yours to be “the norm”  (See GenEq’s Hetero-
sexuality Questionnaire).

· Respect the confidentiality of queer people.  Seek consent with an individual before revealing
their sexual orientation to others - you could be “outing” them to a person or community does
not know that they are queer.

Bias Incidents/Hate Acts Education · Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Programs & Services
Sexual Harassment/Assault Advocacy, Response & Education · Women’s Programs & Services



Where can I find more information?Where can I find more information?Where can I find more information?Where can I find more information?Where can I find more information?

•Most libraries have extensive sections dedicated to LGBQ communities, histories, and issues.
Annamarie Jagose’s Queer Theory: An Introduction is a good book to begin with when
studying queer theory.  Authors such as Kate     Bornstein (My Gender Workbook) and Leslie
Feinberg (Transgender Warrior: Making History From Joan of Arc to RuPaul) write about
transgender history and gender issues.
•Search out your local LGBTIQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, Queer)

   center and inquire about what they are working on regarding transgender or LGBQ issues in
your area, ask them questions, and use their resources.
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