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BERKELEY WALKING TOUR


Sat. 10/5 and Sun. 10/20, 9-1





On this walking tour we will practice observing urban environments firsthand, to see how they have evolved in the past and how they might become more sustainable in the future. Walk slowly and see how much information about the urban environment you can gather through careful observation. Note especially opportunities for infill development, ecological restoration, and improved street design. Try to imagine how particular blocks and streetscapes might look in the future.








Start:  SE corner of Oxford and Center, entrance to campus�



While we are waiting for everyone to arrive, observe Strawberry Creek. What devices have been used to structure the stream channel and why? How might this channel be further restored? Any signs of fish, which were reintroduced in the late 1980s? Where does the creek flow from here? What opportunities might exist for bringing it above-ground through downtown? 





What problems exist with the street environment along Oxford south of this corner?  How might these be addressed?  The City is currently developing guidelines for a new building on the existing parking lot site at Oxford and Kittredge.  What sort of development would be best?


�
�



Cross Shattuck, head N on Oxford to NW corner of Berkeley Way�



Observe Center Street. Ten years ago the south side of this street was lined with vacant lots and marginal businesses. This street was the focus of infill development and an intensive street redesign project in the mid-1990s. What has been done to make it more pedestrian-oriented?  What else might be done eventually, especially on the north side of the street?





Look down University Avenue as we pass it. This street has had a recent redesign to improve pedestrian friendliness. What has been done?  Originally this was a main streetcar route.  How might light rail fit on it in the future? What would be the design challenges in adding this?





What important alternative to private automobile ownership do we pass on this street?  





How is parking being accommodated at the Berkeleyan (corner of Shattuck/Berkeley Way)?  This was a strategy to get around municipal parking requirements that would have increased building cost.   





Exercise:  Residential density is usually measured in units/acre. Take a guess at what you think the net density of this building is, and write it down. Now figure out the actual net density. The building has 56 units. An acre is 43,560 square feet. One pace is approx. 6 feet. The lot is rectangular. (You all aced the SAT math section, right?)


�
�



Down Berkeley Way to Shattuck, cross and proceed 1/2 block to observe the City Care Share parking spaces, then back to Shattuck 








and proceed N to the SW corner of Hearst & Shattuck


�



The block occupied by the State Department of Public Health represents a major opportunity for urban redevelopment and infill. The state expects to decommission this aging building in the next 5-10 years, and the parking lot on the west side might be redeveloped even sooner. What would be good uses for this site? What might the block frontage along Shattuck look like?





Which two buildings near the intersection of Shattuck and Hearst have been added recently?  








A year ago a woman was killed at this intersection after being hit by a dump truck turning south onto Shattuck from Hearst. What sort of measures might you recommend to make this intersection safer for pedestrians and prevent this sort of accident in the future?


�
�



Down Hearst to Milvia, down Milvia to Virginia St. and back to the NW corner of Hearst and Milvia


�



Observe the courtyard townhouse development on the left just after Henry Street. This 1989 project saved mature trees and clustered a number of units on a single lot. In response to requests from community activists, the City also made the developer narrow the street to make it more friendly for cyclists and pedestrians.  





Observe Milvia Street. This model “slow street” was created in 1990 according to a design by the citizens’ group Urban Ecology, using mitigation funds from the construction of the Golden Bear building (corner of Milvia and University). What different traffic calming devices have been employed here? How well do they seem to be working?





The church on the corner of Virginia and Milvia was  rebuilt in the late 1990s after a fire destroyed the previous building.  What ecological design techniques does this building employ?





If time permits we will take a block of Milvia and figure out the approximate net residential density.


�
�



Down Hearst and through Ohlone Park to North Berkeley BART�



Ohlone Park was created when BART was put in during the early 1970s. Eminent domain was used to acquire houses with compensation to the owners. How is this park designed? What types of different spaces have been created for different users? What evidence can you see about the extent of use?





How many different housing types can you see on the other side of Hearst? Which types were built at which historical periods? Hint: Anything with a garage was built after 1920.





Observe the North Berkeley BART station area. What could be done here? What would be the likely political response from the neighborhood? What strategies might defuse opposition or entice the neighborhood to look more favorably on development?


�
�



Across Acton to University, down University to Bonar


�



What additional housing types do we see along Acton? When were they probably built?





University Avenue was the focus of a Specific Plan developed in the mid-1990s for the City by the consulting firm Calthorpe Associates. What buildings have been built since that time? What opportunities for infill development currently exist in these blocks?  





The Erna B. Harris SRO treatment facility on University is a redevelopment of the former Bel-Air Motel. How did the architects adapt this run-down motel for its new use?  


�
�



Down Bonar, through Strawberry Creek Park to the BYA Garden Patch�



This strip of land was part of the former Santa Fe rail right of way. How has this property been recycled in recent years? What evidence can you see of its former use?





Observe Strawberry Creek Park. This was an early ecological restoration project in the 1980s, using low-cost methods such as concrete rip-rap to recreate a stream channel. What are some pros and cons of the design? 





Observe the BYA Garden Patch. What is being grown, and how has this urban agriculture site been set up for community and educational purposes?�
�



Up Bancroft to Sacramento, down Sacramento to Allston�



What conflicts might exist between the Corporation Yard and the neighborhood? What are residential densities in this area?





We will observe the Sacramento St. Cohousing community from the street. This community includes 14 privately owned units on a ¾ acre lot, with a common house and shared space. What design features can we see? What is its net residential density?





What evidence do you see of the path of Strawberry Creek along Allston Street?


�
�



Up Allston to University Housing at California St.�



In the late 1980s the Sisters of the Presentation sold an entire block of land (three acres) with a former girls’ school building to the University, which converted the site to 75 condominium units. How successful is the University’s development? What are some interesting features? What historic elements have been preserved? What is the net density of this development?  





Strawberry Creek runs under a portion of this site. Where might a restored creek run?


�
�



Over McGee to University, up University to MLK


�



The building at University and Grant (“University Lofts”) was constructed on a former gas station site that had been vacant for 12 years. It was built in 1996-7 after a huge community fight, and was the first new housing on University Ave. in 27 years. The building contains 29 live/work units. Units sold for an average of around $161,000, which was considered affordable to households making below $50,000/year.





What other development opportunities can we see along University Ave.?


�
�



Over MLK to Center, up Center to the BART Plaza, through Trumpetvine Court to the Gaia Building�



We will pass the city’s new Public Safety Building, the growing Arts District along Addison, the site of the Saturday Farmer’s Market on Center Street, Civic Center Park, and the Veteran’s Building that contains the Green Resource Center.





Strawberry Creek runs under Civic Center Park and Center Street. How might this waterway be restored through this area?





In what ways is Addison St. changing? What is likely to be the effect on downtown parking? How might this be handled?





The City is currently applying for grants to improve the BART station area. What might it do to create a more attractive public space in the downtown? Look down Shattuck to the south. How is the streetscape changing? What new buildings have been added in recent years?





Trumpetvine Court (including the Jupiter brewpub) is an interior-block public space created around 1990. Observe this space as we walk through it. How has it been designed for maximum public use?





The Gaia Building is Berkeley's newest and largest infill development project. This building provides 91 rental units on a 14,800 square feet site, with a 4.5 floor-area ratio.  It obtained a height extension to seven stories due to inclusion of a 10,000 square foot cultural use space on the ground floor, originally intended for Gaia Books. The building includes a rooftop garden, stacked parking, and three shared electric vehicles. What do you think of the size, scale, and design of this building?


�
�
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