
Phil 2, Final Exam Study Guide 
 

• Feel free to bring notes, books, and laptops.  They are allowed in the exam. 
• On the final exam, you will be asked to answer three questions. 
• Each answer should be under 600 words. 
• Every question that will be on the final exam is on this list. 
• However, not every question that is on this list will be on the final exam. 
• If you wish, you may write out answers to all of these questions on this list, bring 

them to the final, and then turn in answers to three of the questions on the final.  
(I’m not recommending that you do this; it seems like a lot of work.  But you’re 
free to do it.) 

 
1. Is the best life always the one with the most pleasure and least pain? 

 
2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of Bentham’s utilitarian theory of 

punishment? 
 

3. Explain Aristotle’s argument that happiness is exercising the virtues. 
 

4. What does Nietzsche mean when he says that morality is the result of a “slave 
revolt”?  In what way is it a criticism of morality? 

 
5. What is inconsistent about (what Williams calls) “vulgar relativism”? 

 
6. Why is it, according to Hobbes, that the sovereign may do to us whatever he wants, 

but cannot command (or obligate) us to do whatever he wants? 
 

7. When, according to Locke, are we obligated to a particular government?  What are 
Hume’s criticisms of this view? 

 
8. What is the point of Nozick’s “Wilt Chamberlain” example? 

 
9. What is Rawls’s argument for the “Democratic Equality” interpretation of his 

second principle of justice? 
 
Good luck! 


